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THE BOOK OF SAMUEL. 


INTRODUCTION. 



tyro boob of Samuel are amongst the most 
instructive, and certainty most interesting, of the Old 
Testament writings. They deal with a period of history 
covering about fear hnman generations, bom the birth of 
Samnel to the old age of David—a period crowded with stirring 
and memorable events in the political life of the people of 
Israel. They exhibit the transition from the disunion and 
anarchy of the age of the Judges to the comparative order and 
seenrity of the early monarchy. To them we are indebted for 
all we know of the straggle for national independence against 

tW* piiilMfCTWj wrhirli iumfri in tK» <«Ktah1i*hin^nf nf the kingdom, 

first under Saul and then under David. Here also we thscover, 
if not the beginnings, at least the emergence into clear history, 
of the prophetic movement which so profoundly influenced 
the course of Israel’s religious development. It was a rude and 
bloody age, in which men of strong will and strong passions 
played their parts; and the dramatic skill with which such men 
an made to reveal Their characters by word and action has 
created a series of historical portraits unrivalled in Hebrew 
literature. There are brave and chivalrous figures like Saul 
and Jonathan, bald and unscrupulous soldiers like Joab and 
Abishai, sensual or ambitious princes like Amnon and Absalom, 
astute counsellors like Ahitbophd and Huah&i; and 'many 
others; while the higher tendencies of the age are represented 
in two men of genius, Samuel and David, who were gifted with 
liticai insight to guide the destinies of the people in 
:e with the purpose of God. Not the least valuable 
features of the narrative are the glimpses it affords of the common 
life of common people: their homes and Hvefihood, their 
everyday religion and ways of thinking,—often crude and 
primitive, and ruled, by superstitious ideas and barbarous 
customs, but lighted up by examples of. genuine piety, sustained 
by a firing sense of fellowship with Yahweh the God of Israel, 
and a strong faith in an overruling divine providence. 

The Book—the division into two is not original,. and is not 
recognised in the Jewish Canon—is not the work of a single 
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author, but, like all the historical boobs of the Old Testament, 
a compilation from earlier written sources; some oI which 
(but not all) go bad is their turn to oral tradition. These 
sources vary greatly in historical value. Some must have-been 
written within living memory of the ev ents recorded, and take 
rank among historic documents of the first order; others are 
no less obviously coloured by the reflections of a later age on 
these events. Several good scholars believe that among, the 
literary sources of Samuel they can recognise the continuation 
of the two oldest documents of the Pentateuch, as wdl as the 

work nf lat^r wtt*r« hy rtv> iv»a<»hing nf Deuteronomy. 

However that may be, it is certain that no good purpose would 
have been served fay an attempt to cany through a continuous 
analysis in the present translation, as is done in the translation 
of Generis in this series. Only where a blending of narratives 
was dear (as in i Sam. viii.-xhr.), or seemed so to me (as in i Sam. 
xvii., xvin. and a Sam. i.) have I disentangled and separated the 
combined narratives. But once it is useful to the reader to 
distinguish sections of later origin, or insertions which interrupt 
the continuity of the main account, I have indicated sudi 
secondary passages by having them printed with an inlet in the 
margin, which seems a more satisfactory method than the 
employment of different varieties of type. 

Samuel has another and less favourable distinction among 
Old Testament books; its text is among the wo r st p r eserv ed 
in the Hebrew Bible. Many passages are quite untranslatable; 
others -when translated yield no intefligibfe sense; and in 
innumerable cases slighter adjustments and corrections of the 
text are called for. Hence the profusion of footnotes with 
which the following pages are encumbered. Fortunately, m a 
very considerable nnmt»f of cases the difficulty is cleared up 
by a comparison of the ancient Greek translation known as the 
Septuagim, which was made from Hebrew manuscripts no 
longer extant, which were free from a good many of the earns 
that have crept, into the present Hebrew text. Amid the 
bewildering variety of text which the MSS of the Septua^nt 
present, it so happens that a particular group of MSS, represent¬ 
ing what is called the Tmriairic recension, has been found 
specially useful in restoring the original text of Samuel. This 
accounts for the numerous references to the Septnagjnt in the 
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liote^ where the Laconic recension is denoted fay the 
c unmc tioa “ hoc.** Other radeot vc m k ma , such as the Latin, 
the Syriac, theArunaic Targoras, and others, render occasional 
hdp ; although in the Notes they are mostly damped together 
undo 1 an M etc” Somet im es all these external aids h 3 ns, 
and we must other have recourse to conjectural emendation, 
or .give tap the attempt in despair. Headers who wish farther 
information on these and sochKke matters will do well to consult 
a good modem commentary, such as that of Professor A. R. S. 
Kennedy in the “ Century Bible.” 

About the translation I need only say that h is meant for a 
translation and nor for a “crib.” While avoiding mete 
paraphrase as much as possible, 1 have purposely shunned the 
opposite extreme of literalism, or always rendering the same 
Hebrew word or expression by the same English equivalent. 
My aim has been to present the sense of the HebrewUn such 
language as mold naturally be used by an English writer of the 
present day; although it has to be remembered that the ancient 
Hebrew had many things to say that a modem Englishman would 
never think of saying. I have thought it necessary here and 
there to fill in an English phrase to relieve the characteristic 
compression of Hebrew style; such additions, as involving no 
change of text, are left without any external indication. 

A word must be added on the Notes. Except a very few 
which are merely explanatory—of names, customs, allusions, and 
so forth—they all refer to alterations made in the Hebrew text, 
whether on the authority of an ancient version or by reasonable 
conjecture. Where only a single word is affected, a nnmeral 
stands qfar that word; where more than one, the numeral is 
repeated at the beginning and end of the attention. The 
marks * ° denote slight changes of text, to which it was 

thought unnecessary to append a note. Square brackets [ ] 
endue short passages which, though left in the translation, 
are probably not original. 

[Dots with a query after them denote that the existing text 
can neither he'translated, nor amended. 

Asterisks signify that the text as it stands is deficient, 
especially where two narratives have been combined. 
—Where this is more uncertain a query follows the asterisks. 
-Ed.] 
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The following are the abbreviations employed: 

M$(S): Manuscript^). 

MT; Mauoretic Text (the common text of Hebrew Bibles). 
LXX: The Septnagint. 

Luc.: The larianic recension of the LXX (see above). 

Syr.: The Syriac Version. 


J.S, 



I. SAMUEL AND SAUL. 

(l Sam. i.-xv.) 

I. Tbb fintTB or Samuel (i, 1-28; ii. 11). 

At the rime when this stoty opens there was a man living at 
Ramathaim, 1 H Zuphite* from the hill oooatzy df Ephraim, 
Kltanah by name, a son of Jeroham, son of Flftii, son of Tabu, 
son of Zuph—an Ephiaimite. He had two wives, one named 
Hannah and the other Peninnah; and Peninnah had several 
children, but Hannah had none. This man went up from his 
dty regularly once a year to offer worship and sacrifice to Yahweh 
Zebaoth at Shilnli [There the two sobs of Eli^ Hophfti and 
Fhinehas, were priests of Yahweh.J 

Now when the day of Elkanah’s sacrifice came round, it was 
his to serve ont helpings to his wife Peninnah and each 

of her children, while to Hannah he gave <only one helping, 
ahhongh 4 he loved Hannah best; only Yahweh had denied 
her the blearing of motherhood. On these occasions her 
rival-wife used to exasperate her with gibes about her childless 
condition. °This went 0 on year after year—every time *they° 
* game up to the home of Yahweh she would provoke her thus— 
rill one day when die broke down and cried, and would eat 
nothing; and Elfanah her husband, trying to cheer her, said: 
** Hannah, why do you weep and refuse to eat ? Why are you 
so sad ? Surely I am worth more to you than ten sons! ” 
But Hannah rose up after the meal %i the guest-dumber,* and 

1 SmuA aim fTwo Heights} ii the iame place ai Samah (Height); tee 
i. 19; ii, 11. 

8 — 8 The leading of UDL MT “ Zophim " give* no icnie. 

S Uni (entente Menu ont of place at this paint, beanie Eli tiimietf ii 
the only prieit with whom Klkamh'i family hai to do; 

4—4 LXX. MT mgptrti (though it cannot be rightly tendered): u a 
•pedal (or double) helping, became.” 

* D oubtfu l. MT baa “ in Shiloh,” but hi teat b in icvend r ei p ccti 

W * 

HttpiOOUfe 
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1 presented herself before Yahweh, 1 while Eli the priest was 
sitting on his usual seat by the doorpost of the temple pf 
Yahweh. In deep distress she prayed to Yahweh, weeping all 
the while, and made a tow in such words as these; 

“ O Yahweh Zebaoth! If thou wilt but consider the trouble 
of thy handmaid; if thou wilt remember and not forget thy 
handmaid, but wilt giro her a man child—then I will dedicate 
him to Yahweh for as long as he lives, and no razor shall touch 
his head.” 

As she continued long in prayer to Yahweh, Eli, who was 
watching her mouth, concluded that she was tipsy. For 
Hannah was speaking to herself, only her lips kept moving, 
while her voice was inaudible. Eli, then, said to her, “How 
long is this drunken display to last ? Get rid of the wine that 
is in you.” But Hannah answered, “You are mistaken, sir! 
I am indeed an unhappy woman, but neither wine nor strong 
drink of any kind has passed my lips; I have amply been 
unburdening my heart before Yahweh. Do not take your 
handmaid far a disreputable woman: it is because I am so 
troubled and grieved that I have spoken so long.” On hearing 
this Eli said, M Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant 
the petition you have asked of him 1 ” To which she replied, 
** Think kindly of your handmaid.” With that the woman 
went away, a and entered the guest-chamber, where she ate and 
drank with her husband* * all signs of gloom having vanished 
from her face. Next morning they, all got up early, and after 
an act of worship to Yahweh went home to their house at 
ftatiuh. 

After this Yahweh blessed the union of Elkanah with Hannah 
his wife so that aim became pregnant; and about New Year 
time* she gave birth to a son, whom she named Samuel: ** For,” 
said she, “ from Yahweh I * asked* him.”* And when the man 
Elkanah, with the rest of the family, went up to offer the annual 

1 — 1 A necessary addition from LXX . 

* 4 So LXX. MT has amply “ and ate." 

* In the ntnma, coi nc iding with the time «| (he JtsAf sacrifice. 

4 Aa if Samuel meant “ Asked of God." The name eerily means " Name 
pi God.” Cniioailf ffiwmgh,- the explanation given in the teat writ apply 
to the name of Sant (=“ asked **) l 


to 


<jp|«j to Yritwehand to failll hi* vow* Hannah did not go 
op, bat wid to herhusbandihat rite would wait till the boywaa 
wehned; then she would faring him to appear before Yahweh, 
and fat him remain there abrays. M Do aa you think best,” 
laid her husband Elkanah, u Kay till you ham weaned him; 
oulf may Yahweh faacdoe your uw!" 1 So the-woman 
remained at home, and mined her aon till she weaned him. 
Hen when ahe had weaned him she went Up with him, taking 
with her H thiee-ydu-old bullock,* a bushels of meal, and a 
■kin-bottle of wine, and brought him into the house of Yahweh 
at Shiloh 0 And when they had slaughtered the bullock 

4 th* mother came with her boy* to Eli, and arid “ Pardon me, 
air 1 but aa rare as you live, sir, I am the woman who stood here 
bride you one day praying to Yahweh. For this boy I prayed, 
and Yahweh has granted the boon that I asked from him. 
Therefore I in retain now lend him to Yahweh: all the days 
*bf :hia fife* he is a loan to Yahweh.” So *ahc left him there 
before Yahweh and went home to Ramah*; and the boy 
ministered to Yahweh under the eye of Eli the priest. 

a. Tbb Song of Hahnah (u* i-io). 

Between i. 28 and ii. Ilo* editor bat inserted the fettaeoing 
Ay mn at a suitable expression of Hannah 9 s feelings (5b)} 
although from the foe m at awboU it it flaw that it must have 
originated na a quite afferent titnation. 

Hannah prayed and arid: 

Emlteth my heart in Yahweh, 

Elate is my horn through 4 ny God 6 ; 

Wide open my mouth 'gainst my^foes; 

For thy help makes me glad. 


Syr. j MT “ confirm hit word.” 

LXX. MT ** irilb Am bullocks." V. 15 showi that dun wa* 
only one bollock. 

$ An ephah, which was about the same capacity as a bushel. 

4— 4 So LXX; MT “ (hey brought the boy." 

5— 5 So LXX, preserving die original connection of i. 28 with u. it a. 

*p_ .j. n .ok\ u m j a_» fii ** 


MT 
ED 


reads (3. 28 b) "and (hey worshipped Yahweh there." (U. ita) “ And 
uh went to Kamsh to his house." 


it 



mil 


None is holy as Yahweh, [For there is none beside; theef 
And none a rock like our God. 

Speak not overmnch proudly. 

Nor let insolence come from yonr month; 

For a God all-knowing is Yahweh, 

"A God by whom" deeds "are weighed." 

The bow of the heroes is broken. 

While the falling are girded with might. 

Gluttons take service for bread. 

While the hungry sfrom labour are freed .3 
The barren is mother of seven, 

While she that bare many doth languish. 

Yahweh can kill and make living— 

Thrust down to Sheol and bring up; 

Yahweh "makes poor" and enricheth— 

Humbleth and raiseth to honour: 

Lifteth the poor from the dost— 

From the dunghill raiseth the needy, 

Giving them seats among princes 
As heirs of a glorious throne. 

Yea, to Yahweh belong earth’s pillars; 

On them he hath founded the world. 

The feet of his saints he gnardeth. 

But sinners perish in darkness; 

For no man by strength prevaileth. 

Yahweh will shatter his foes; 

*The Highest in heaven will break them.* 

Yahweh shall judge to earth’s limits— 

Will give strength to his king, 

And exalt his Anointed’® hors. 

11 1 '' II —— II ■ ■ ■ III* 

This line b metrically superfluous, and is not represented in LXX. 

hxx. 

Lit. M cease to labour ”; instead of the inelegant MT “ cSase 
[the barren she beartth sewn]." 

MT “ on them in heaven will he thunder.” 

ta 
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SainiifbBarttooo: tbxPoow or Eu** House (u. f*-BL it). 

Nov Ae tons of Eli wen unprincipled men who had no 
i cypcct for Yahweh. The priest^ antoaus^ due from the 
pej opk, for example, was thstt when any one was offering a 
Mfflfims while the flesh was being boiled the priest’s servant 
cape round with a thr ee -pronged fork in his hand: this he 
thrust at hap-hagard into the pot or kettle or caldron or stewing- 
pah, and whatevertbe fork brought up the priest took °for 
hhnself." Thus was -use and wont for all land when they came 
Ho sacrifice to Yahweh 1 in Shiloh. But now the priest’s servant 
would come, before even the fat was burned on the altar, and 
of to the person sacrificing, “ Hand over some meat to roast 
for the priest; and he will not accept cooked flesh from you: 
he must have it raw! ” And if the man said, “ By all means, 
let the fat first he burned, and then you may take whatever you 
please,” the fellow would answer, “ No P You must give it me 
now; if not, I-wifi take it by force.” This was a very great 
airi in the eyes of Yahweh on the part of the young men, inasmuch 
as they belittled the offering of Yahweh. 

Meanwhile Samuel was officiating before Yahweh as a little 
lad wearing a “priestly garment made of linen.** And his 
mother used to make him a little coat, and bring it to him year 
by year when she came up with her husband for the annual 
sacrifice. Eli would then bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, 
u May Yahweh give yon.issue of this woman, in return for the 
loan which she has ®lent° to Yahweh 1 ” TTien they returned 
to their home. °And® Yahweh had regard to Hannah: she 
became pregnant, and had three more 3 sons and two danghen, 
while the boy Samuel grew up as a ward of Yahweh. 

When Eli, who was a very old man, heard from time to time 
of Ms 1001* behaviour to all Israel, [and how they misconducted 
themselves with the serving-women at the door of the Tent of 
Meeting] 1 he would expostulate with them thus: “ Why do 


Inserted from LXX. 

* MT H to him/* (The original words ere soy 
[“""** Dr. Sk inn ert MS had linen ephod."— Ed.] 


■HI* bodeeted dsoae is wanting is UCE; and certain tee 
that it does not belong to the original nuntfae. 

*3 


lit. 


used show 


yon do such things a* 1 am hearing at’ .. 1 from dhthe people 
1 1 ? Come, come, my sons! It is ho good report that I 

hew the people of Yahweh spreading abroad. If a man sins 
against his fellow-man, God may arbitrate, but if a mao sms 
against Yahweh, who can act as arbiter f M However, they paid 
no heed to their father’s words, far Yahweh had resolved on 


Aatl>. And meanwhile the boy Samuel was growing up, 
and steadily gaining favour both with Yahweh and with mot. 


There came a upn of God to Eli, and uttered the 
fallowing oracle: * 

Thus has Yahweh spoken: Did I, or did I not, reveal 
myself to your father's house when they were in Egypt, 
slaves 1 to the house of Pharaoh ? Yesl I chose it out of 
all the tribes of Israel Ho do priestly service 1 to me, to go 
up on my altar, to raise the sacrificial smoke, and bear an 
epbod before me; and I endowed your father's house 
with all the fire-offerings of the sons of Israel. Why, then, 
do you ’look with an envious eye on my sacrifice and my 
offerings,’ and honour your sons more than me, gorging 
them with the best of all that Israel offers ’before me* I 
Therefore (says the oracle of Yahweh, God of Israel) I did 
intend that your house and your father's house should 
officiate before me for ever; but (so noa runs Yahweh’* 
made) Far be it from me 1 For them that honour me I 
will honour, and those who despise me shall be disgraced. 
Mack! The time is coming when I will cat off your 
strength 1 and the strength 3 of your father's house 
* 4 and there shall not be an old nun in your .house for 

all time. Out man of yours, indeed, I will not Cut off from 
my altar, that he may wear out his 1 eyesight and pine away 
in disappointment; but all the manhood of your nee 
shall die ’by the sword of 1 men. And this which shall 


LXX. 

Doubtful text: translation follows LXX. 
S lit "«rm rt ; LXX "seed.” 


Hie words omitted ere unintelligible and an not represented in 
LXX , etc.} they seem to me to be a corrupt duplicate of what is rendered 
above. 
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hafpeatoyomrtwo aafi»,ttgphni and Phinejus, shall be the 
tp you: la one day they shall "both die.—Bat I trill 
iwb tip far me « fritted priest, who will act In acoondanflfe 
with my heart and mind j I will build him a lasting house, 
.and he shall go in and out before my anointed (ting) far 
ever. Then it shall come to pass that any one of your 
'house who survives will come and cringe before him for a. 
piece d moneyor a loaf of bread, and will say, “ Give me a 
berth, please, in some priestly capacity, that I may have a 
bit of bread to eat. m 


Now in those days, while young Samuel was ministering to 
Yahweh under the eye of EU, the word of Yahweh was scarce, 
prophetic visions being few and far between. 

-But one night—when Eli was asleep in his usual place (his 
eyesight was beginning to foil so that he could hardly see), and 
the bmp of God was still burning, and Samuel deeping in the 
tempk of Yahweh where the, ark of God was—Yahweh called 


•* ° ** Samuel 1 Samuel 2 .” He answered, “Here, sir!”' 

and running to EH he said, “ Here I am; you called me! ” 
“ No^” said EH, “ I did not call: He down again.” So he went 
and lay down. 

Again the call of Yahweh came, “ Samuel! 30 0 Samuel P ” j 
and again he went to EH and said, “ Here I am; I heard yon 
call!” He said, “ I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 

Now Samuel did not as yet know Yahweh, nor had the word 
of Yahweh as yet been revealed to him. So when Yahweh 
called Samuel the third time, he rose and went to Eli, saying as 
before: ** Here 1 am, for you called me.” Then EH perceived 


1 Us psiigt ii. 17-36, at least in its present form, it a late composition 
insetted bf an editor, bade the suppression of the priesthood of Eli’s 

tine to the guilt of fna two eons. The main reference (w. 31-33) is to the 
maiSKR of the priests of Nob by Saul, from which Abuthar alone (0. 33) 
escaped (t Sam. xxri. t yff), and of which the death of Hojthni and Phinehas 
(db. it. n)ia to he the sign (a. 34). V. 35 refen to the appointment of Zadok 
in the reign of Solomon, and tile exclusion of Abiathat from the priesthood 
(1 Kings ii. 37). Pv. 36,37, may be a still later priestlf addition'referring 
to the degradation of the Levites in the rime of Jonah (2 Kings xxui. &, 9). 

So LXX1 MT “to Samuel.” 

MT: " and Samoel arose.” 
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that Yahweh was calling the tad ; andhesaidto Samuel: “ Go 
and lie down; and if someone calls jon^ say * Spea^ Yahweh! 
Thy servant it listening.* ** So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. 

Then Yahweh came and stood by him, calling as on die fanner 
occasions, * c Rawwi»11 Samuel 1 ** And Samuel said, “ Speak! 
for thy servant is. listening.** 

This is what Yahweh said to Samuel: “ Attend! I am 
about to do a thing in land which will stun both ears of every 
one who hears of it. In that day I will make good against Eli 
all that I hare spoken concerning his hoose from the first word 
to the last. °TelI him 9 that I have doomed his house far 
aU time ° *, because though he knew that his sons were 
dishonouring God 1 he did not take them to task. Therefore 1 
have sworn concerning the home of Eli, 4 Not by sacrifice nor 
offering shall the gnih of Eli’s house be expiated far ever 1 * ** 

SmmmJ then lay still till the morning; and arising early* he 
threw open the doors of the house of Yahweh, but was afraid to 
tell the virion to Eli, till Eli called him and said: M Samuel, my 
ton!** When he answered M Yes !** Eli asked: ** What is the 
word that was spoken to you ? hide nothing from me. Woe 
betide you if you conceal from me a word of all that he spoke 
to you 1 ** Then Samuel told him the whole story, keeping 
back nothing from him. He said: “He is Yahweh! Let mm 
do as seems to him good.” . 

And as Samuel grow, Yahweh was with him, and let none of 
ajl.his words go unfulfilled; and all Iuael from Dan to 
fieenheba came to know Samuel as an accredited prophet of 
Yahweh. And Yahweh continued to manifest himself in Shiloh, 
for Yahweh revealed himself to Ranmel 5 3 . 

♦But Eli was very old; and his sons went from bad to 
worse in their evil ways before Yahweh.* 


1 So LXX; MT “tbemaefos” ( 1 ) u one of the “oenecdooa of the 

•cribo,” made fnat a fediaf of meraice (or tht divine name. 

* 

*-* LXX. 

3 — 3 MT + " b Shiloh by the word of Yahweh " (sot in ID). - 

4— 4 ljg[ r 



4* bun Dtfwnro mr rai Fnmnm; Dun or Euto 
Sen; Captuk ahd Recovery of the Au (iv. ih-viLi). 

‘About this rime the Philistines called up their levies to make 
war da land. 1 The Israelites took the field against them, and 
eriamped by the Sterne of Help (Ebeoezer), the Philistine camp 
bong at Aphek. The Philistines off e red battle to Israel; and 
after a "sharp® otanmter Israel was defeated with a loss of tome 
4,000 rank and file left dead on the field. 

When the people were come back into the camp, the elders 
of land held a consultation as to the reason why Yahweh had 
suffered them to be beaten that day by the Philistines. Finally 
they decided to bring the ark of *tfadr God* from Shiloh, 
believing that if it were among them it would save them from 
the power of their enemies. So the people sent to Shiloh, and 
fetched thence the ark of 3 3 Yahweh Zebaoth* whorls 

enthroned on the cherubim; and in charge of the ark of 3 3 

God were the two Sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas. 

As soon as the art of 3 3 Yahweh came into the camp, all 

Israel raised such a shout that the welkin rang. The Philistines, 
hearing the noise, wondered what could be the meaning of this 
load shouting in the -Hebrew camp. When they learned that 
the art of Yahweh had come to the camp, the Philistines were 
filled with consternation; for they thought to themselves, 
M A god has come to the camp!* They said: " Woe to us I 
The like of this has never happened before. Woe to us! Who 
can deliver us from the hand of this mighty god ? This is the 
god who smote the Egyptians with all sorts of disasters ^and with 
pestilence. 4 Pull yourselves together, Philistine, like men, 
else you still be slave to the Hebrews as they have been to you. 
Be men, and fight! M And the Philistines fought with such 
courage that Israel was completely routed, and fled every man 
to his tent; and in the great slaughter which ensued 30,000 
footmen of Israel perished. Moreover the ark of God was 

I “* J LXX: instead of the redundant sentence of MT; u And the word of 
Samuel cone to all bnal. 1 * 

9 —• LXX: MT “ the covenant of Yah.wdL” 

(three times). MT inserts " the covenant of.” 

MT “in du wilderness." 
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tabu, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Ph m dha t, were 
killed. 

The news wu brought to Shiloh by a man of Benjamin, who 
ten from the ranks, and readied Shiloh the same day with hia 
coat tom and earth on his head. When he arrived, there was 
EH sitting on a seat by the z aide of the gate, looking out along 
the road, 1 filled with apprehension for the ark of God. When 
the man carried the news into the dty, a wail arose from the 
whole town. Eli, hearing the loud cry of distress, said “to the 
men standing near 0 : “ What is the meaning of this commotion f* 
But the man himself came hastily to Eli, and told him. (Now 
EH was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were stiff so that 
he could not see.) The man said to EH: u I am the (me who 
has come from the “camp“ j I fled from the ranks this ray 
day.** u How did things go, my son ? ” said EH; and the 
messenger answered: “ Israel is in flight be fo re the Philistines-! 
A great defeat has been inflicted on the army: your two sons 
are dead 3 3 ; and the ark of God is taken!’’ At the 

mention of the ark of God, EH fell backward off his seat ° 0 

by the side of the gate, and broke his neck and died ; for the 
man was old and heavy. (He had Judged Israel for forty 
years.]* 

And when his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, who was 
pregnant and near the time of her deHray, heard the ridings 
of the capture of the ark, and “the death of her father-in-law 
and her husband, her pangs came upon her, and she sank down 
and was delivered. And as She lay dying, the women about her 
sought to cheer her by teQing her that die had given birth to a 
son. But die made no answer, and paid no heed. Only die 
named the child ** I-chabod,” meaning “ Gone is the glory from 
Israel! ” because of the loss of the ark of God, andbecauseof 
her father-in-law and her husband. She said, ** Gone is the 
glory from Israel; for the ark of God is taken 1 ” 


corrupt. 


3—9 MT adds their names. 

i 

4 LXX “twenty jean" 'Hie sentence belongs to 1 the chronological 
scheme of the editor, and not to the original aanatne. - 
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' Megbwhilethe ark of God, which had been taken by the 
FhaHathMa^ «u brought final Ebenener to Athdod, and lodged 
w the tanpteof Dagon by the ride of the idol. But early nest 
morning, *when the Askdoditet entered the temple, 1 then 
was Dagon lying face do w n war d on the ground in front of the 
aift of Yahweh! So they took Dagon and pat him bade in his 
p^c. On the following morning Dagon was again found 
pfoetmte on his face before the ark of Yahweh, but with his 
head and two hands broken off and lying on the threshold * 
nochingof Dagon was left except "the trunk.®—(This is why the 
priests of Dagon and all who enter his temple to this day, avoid 
stepping on the threshold.) 

The hand of Yahweh then lay heavy on the Aahdoditea, and 
he caused a panic among them and afflicted them with plague- 
boQt—not only in Aahdod bat in the surrounding district. 
When the men of Aahdod saw how matters stood, they deter¬ 
mined that the ark of the God of Israel should not remain with 


them, because his hand was bard on them and on Dagon their 
god. So they called together all the Tyrant!* of the P hilistin e*, 
to consider what should be done with the aik of the God of 
Israel The Tyrants 9 suggested that it should be removed to 
Gath; so they sent it on ’to Gath. 1 No sooner had they done 
so than the hand of Yahweh was on that city, creating a great 
panic, and Bmiring the inhabitants young and old with plague- 
boils which broke oat on them. 

Next they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But when it 
arrived there the Ebonites cried~out: “ They have brought 
round the ark of the God of Israel to us,* to kill us* and our* 
people {” And they summoned all the Tyrants 41 of the 
Philistines, and said: “ Send away the ark of the God of Israel; 
let it go bade to its own place, and not bring death on us and 
our people.” For the whole dty was seized with a deadly 
panic, the hand of God lying very heavily upon them. The 
men who did not die were smitten with plague-boils, and the 
ay of the city went up to heaven. 


^ Insetted from LXX. 

*— a So Luc. MT 14 Dagon.” 

-p- Dr. Skumef*» MS had " me,” " me,” “ myE d.} 

4 A foreign title (Seres), only need of the five leaden of the Pbilivdne*. 
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The ark of Yahwehwas in die c wmti y of the Philistines 
for tens months. Hen the PhifistUtes .called together the 
pants and soothsayers, and ashed them to advise what was to 
be done with the ark of Yahweh, and by what means it cool&he 
seat bach to its own (dace. They answered: 41 If yon mean to 
send away the ad of the God . of Israel, yon must not scad it 
empty; yon must undoubtedly present it with an expiatory 
offering: then yon will be healed, and it will be made dear to 
yon why his hand does not remove from yon/* When ashed 
what sort of expiation they should male to it, the priests and 
soothsayers replied as follows: 44 It should be, in accordance 
with the number of the Tyrants of the Philistines, five golden 
tumours and five golden micej far it is one calamity that 
affects a yon° all and your Tyrants. Make, therefore, models 
of your tumours and of the mice that infest the land, and give 
honour to the God of Israel lit may be he will relax his hand from 
you, your god and your land. Why should you harden your 
hearts, like the Egyptians and Pharaoh ? Is it not known: that 
it was only when he had made a laughing-stock of them that 
they let ®Israel® depart ? In the next place, you must make 
a new cart, and take two milch cows that hare never bora* a 
yoke, and harness them to the cart, taking their calves from them 
and keeping them at home. Yon will set the ark of Yahweh 
on the cart, putting the golden emblems which yon present 
as an expiation in a box at its side; then release it and- let it 
go. Mark well what happens: if it gpes up in the homew a rd 
direction towards Bethshemesh, it is Yahweh 1 who has sent this 
great evil upon us; if not, we may conclude that it was 
not his hand that smote ns, bat some accident that : has 
befallen us.” 

Accordingly this was done. The men took two milch' cows, 
yoked them to the drt, and shot up calves at. home. 
They pla c ed the ark of Yahweh on the cart, with the box 
c ontain i ng the golden mice and the models of the tumours. 
And sore enough the cows made straight for Bethshemesh, 
keeping to one road, lowing as they went, but never deviating 
to the right or left, and followed by the Tyrants of ! the 
Philistines as far as the boundary of Bethshemesh. 

k 

r Dr. Skinner'* US had “W-Bo.] 


- Mar the people of Bethahrimrak were busy with the wheat 
hjww£ Jntlrejuain, and when they looked up and saw the ark 
tiisfOftpyftdiy Hoiudl it . 1 The cast meanwhile had ewe 
tQthefie&tfjobhxutheBethahme^^ stopped: 

ijpeft atone marks the apot._ Tim they split np the wood of 
dweart, and offered the two cows u a barn-offering to Yahweh. 
[ ; .]•, Having seen this the five Tyrant* of the Philistines 

njtntaed to Ebon. the sune day. [ ]*, The great 

stone* on which they placed the ark of Yahweh stands to this 
dar%s a witness* in the field of Joshua, the Bethsheme&hite. 

"Bat because the sons of Jechoniah did not rejoice^ with the 
men of Bethsehmesh *when they beheld the ark of Yahweh/ 
ha struck down Seventy men* among them 9 . And the people 
mourned became Yahweh had made inch a slaughter among 
the people. “ Who can stand before Yahweh this holy God ? 
cried the men of Bethshemesh, “ Who will take hinr off our 
hands i ** They sent messengers to the people of Kirjath* 
jefrim, telling them that the Philistines had sent back the ark 
of- Yahweh,* and imploring them to come down and take it away 
with them. So the men of Kirjath-jearim came and brought 
Qp the ark of Yahweh, and lodged it in the house of Abinadab 
on the hill; consecrating his son Eleazar as its custodian. 


*— 1 So IXS, MT M at the sight*” 

■* The (olloiiitt notice stands in MT: “The Levitss lifted down the atk 
of Yahweh (and nc box that came with it the golden emblems) 

md'aet it bn the great stone, addle the men of Bethshemesh offered burnt-* 
offerings and sacrifices to Yahweb that day ” (p. 15). The passage obviously 
breaks the connection, and has been added because in later times only the 
imiltt wen allowed to handle the axk. 


a Tim connectioa is again broken in MT by a belated notice t “ Now 
these .<ue the golden tumours which the Philistines presented to Yahweh 
a an expiatory Offering; one fat Aihdod, one for Qua, one for. AshkHon, 
one foe Oath, one for Xktou. But the golden mice were according to the 
somber (?) of all the Philistine cities under the five Tyrants, from futified 
towns to unwajled villages " (w.17, iSa). 

V So LXX, etc. MT has “meadow (?).” 

An emendation baaed ea UOt, etc. MT is untrapalatdbla. 

An addition of UEX^ without which the sense is incomplete. 

M Or, “ but gazed irreverently on the uk of Yahweh.** 

MT M 5,070 men ” I 




5. Samuel ai Junes of Israel (vii. 2-17). 

The ark remained a long time at Kirjath-jearim, It bad 
been there twenty yean when the whole nation of Israel began 
to seek Yahweh with mourning. Samuel said to 
yon will sincerely return to Yahvfeh, pot away 'the foreign gods 
that are among you [and the Astartes], and fix your minds on 
Yahweh to worship him alone; then he will deliver you from 
the hand of the Philistines.’' So the Israelites pat away the 
Baals and the Astartes, and worshipped Yahweh alone. 

Samuel then convoked an assembly of all Israel at Mizpah, 
that he might plead with Yahweh on their behalf. They 
assembled accordingly at Mizpah, when they drew water and 
poured it out before Yahweh, and fasted all that day, confessing 
° 0 their sins against Yahweh. And Samuel dispensed 

justice to all Israel in Mizpah. 

But the Philistines were informed that the Israelites were 
gathered at Mizpah, and the Philistine Tyrants 1 took the field 
against Israel. When the Israelites heard of this they were 
ov e rc o me with fear of the Philistines, and said to Samuel: 
“ Do not turn a deaf ear to us, nor cease calling on Yahweh our 
God to save us from the hand of the Philistines.” Then Samuel 
took a sucking lamb and offered it as a holocaust 9 to Yahweh, 
while he cried to Yahweh on behalf of Israel. And Yahweh 
answered him. For even aa Samuel Was offering the butat- 
sacrifice, the Philistines advanced to give battle to Israel. 
But Yahweh thundered that day against the Philistines with a 
eighty noise, putting them in a panic, so that they gave way 
before Israel. Then the men of Israel, issuing from Mizpah, 
punued the Philistines with great daughter to a point below 
Bethcar. And Samuel took a stone and set it up betwe en 
Mizpah andjeshanah? and named it Ebenezer (Stone of Help), 
saying: “ Thus far has Yahweh helped us.** The Philistines 
were so thoroughly subdued that they never invaded Israelite 
territory again; and Yahweh’* hand was against the Philistines 
all the days of Samuel. Tluis the dries which the Philistines 
had taken from Israel were re stored, from Ekron to Gatb^ as 

well os the districts surrounding them, which Israel, freed from 

1 1 1 '■ . . ■ 1 ! ■■■■■■ " ■ ■ ■ 1 ■ 

1 Sec on v. 8, p, 19, a. 3. 

•[* That ii, an offering of which the whole w» burnt so the altar.— Kb.] 

S Read 10 with LXX, etc. (of. 3 Chr. xhi. 19), inatead of MT, H the cfi£" 


^ Fbflndim. Hum mi pen also h e tw ea i 
land apdtbe Amoritea* 

Snnd judged bid u I019 u b Imd.< He went on dzcmt 
year byyear, visiting Bethel, GOgal and Mizpah, and admini*- 
teriagjnstice at all these sanctuaries. But he always finished 
his draut at Ramah, where his house was; there he dispensed 

justice to Israel, and there he built an altar to Yahweh. 

.. j - - 

6; The Election op Sabi as Kino op Israel : The War op 
Liberation against the Philistines (viii.-xiv.). 

. The institution of the manorebytn Israelis the subject of 
too distinct and easily separable narratives in the first beak 
of Samuel. Tie first (^) is contained in ir. i-x.16; xi.; 
mil. [-7a, 15b-!3 ;.xiv, Tbe second (S) is the continuation 
of cb. yii., and is found in viii.; z. 17-24; si. It gates no 
account of tbs war of liberation^ because it has already stated 
(vii. 13) that ibe Philistines did not again invade Israel 
during Samuels lifetime.—We begin with tie older and 
historically more valuable account of A . 

A. Ifex First Account (ix. i-x. 16; xi.; xiii. i-ya, i5b-23; 

ZIP.). 

(1) The Secret Anointing of Saul by Samuel (ix. 1-1.16). 

Then was in those days a well-to-do yeoman of XSibeah in* 
Benjamin, whose name was Kish, a son of Abie], son of Zeror, 
son of Bechorath, son at Aphiah; of the tribe of Benjamin. 
This man had a son named San], a strikingly handsome young 
man ; there was not a be t ter looking man in Israel than he, 
standing as he did head and shoulders taller than all the 
rest of the people. 

It happened one day that same she-asses belonging to Kish, 
Saul’* father, went astray, and he bade his son Saul take one of 
the servants and go in search of the asses. So the two searched 
through the hill country of Ephraim, and through the district 
of ShaKaha, without finding them; then through the region of 
ShaaHam,* still to no purpose ; and then through the territory 

-*■—* Accidentally omitted in MT tod Venioni. 

t MT “ Stadia H -mtaom. 
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of Benjamin; but nowhere could tbeyfind-any trace cl the 
ones. At last, when they came to the^district of Zttph,Saul 
aaid to the tervant who accompanied him: 

u We had better go back, or my father will be more concerned 
about os than about the asses.” 

M Stay! ” taid the servant: “ In the dty over there, there if a 
man of God, a man of great repute^ whose every word" cornea 
tine. Let ns go them, and perhaps he will direct, ns in the 
journey on which we have started.” 

“ Well 1 ” said Saul, “ but suppose we went, what could we 
offer the man ? The bread in our wallets is all done, and there 
is nothing we could bring to the man of God as a gratuity. 
What have wef * 

“ That’s all right ■ ” he answered. M Here is a silver groat 1 
which I happen to have on me; °give° that to the man of God, 
and he will show us our way.” 

** Very good 1 ” said Saul. ** Came along! We will 

*»•” t T 

So they went towards the city where the man of God dwelt. 
And as they were going up the ascent that led to the city they 
met some girls coming out to draw water^and a abed them if the 
seer was at home. The girls replied: 

M Yes, he is! The seer 3 has gone on before you. He has 
just this moment 3 entered the city, for the people hove a sacrifice 
to-day at the high-place. As you go in to the city you wiH 
find him, before he goes up to the high-place to dine.' The 
pepple, yOu know, will not eat till he annes, because it is he who 
blesses the sacrifice, and after that the guests fall to, But go 
up at once; °now° is the very time to find him. ” 

They went np to the city; and just as they passed through 
the gateway Samuel was coming ont in the opposite direction, 
to go up to the high-place. Now, the day before Saul arrived, 
Yahweb had disclosed his will to Samp *! Jq the following 

1 f tbefcel, at the pre t erit value of sterling worth about yd. 4 

* The o mitted nne it a mitplaccd explanatory ghat ou the word ** tefe" 
which fint ocean a couple of tenet later. It reads: “ In fanner that in 
Ioael, when any one went to consult the deity, he would tay , 4 Come,! kt 
ut go to the Seer.’ For he who now-a-deyi it called a Prophet, used loanlri y 
to be called a Seer.” 

p i 

5—3 Following LXX. 
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ander**To-monoir about this tune I will tend you a min from 
the bad of Benjamin; him you -will anoint to be prince over 
my people land; and he dull deliver my people from the 
might: of the rhifisdaes. For I hare seen *the misery of 1 my 
pehjpk^ whose ay has reached me.” da soon, then, as Satiwd 
uw &ml, Yahweh prompted him,, saying;, ** This is the man.of 
wt i om I said to you that he should govern my people.” 

At this point Saul came up to Samuel in the gateway and 
said: “ Tell me, pray, which is the seer’s house.” Samuel 
a ns wered: “ l am the seer! Go on in hunt of me up to the 
high-place, and you shall both dine with me to-day; and 
to-morrow morning, before I let you go, I will tell you all that 
is in your mind. As for the asses that were lost to you three 
days ago, you need not trouble yourself about them; they have 
been found. And to whom belongs all that is most predent¬ 
in land, if not to you and ail-your father’s house f” Saul 
answered: “ I am but a man of Benjamin, the smallest of the 
tribes of Israel; and my dan is the least influential of all the 
dans of Benjamin; why should you thus address me ? ” 

When they reached the high-place, Samuel took Saul and 
ha servant, and brought them into the guest-chamber, and gave 
them a place at the head of the guests, who numbered'about 
thirty men. Then he called to the cook, M Serve up the joint 
I gave you—the one I told you to set apart.” So the -cook 
took up the shoulder ^and the fit tail,* and set them before Saul; 
And Samuel said: M See 1 3What ia set before you is a specially 
r e se rv e d portion. Eat J for it is to a feast in your honour that 
I have invited the people.” 3 So Saul dined with Samuel that 
day. Then they came down from the high-place to the city, 
inhere a bed was made ready for SauB on the roof, and he 
Retired to rest. 3 

At daybreak Samuel railed' to Saul an the roof: “ Rise up, 
and 1 will see yon on your way.” So Saul got up, and he and 
Samuel went out into the street together. And as they were 

I — 1 Added, with LXX, etZ 

*—* A probable 

3—3 A bold guess at the naming of an impossible text 1 

4=4 LXX j MT « sad be talked nth SeuL" 

M T.YY 
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going down, at the lower end of thecity, Samuel said to Soul, 
“ Bid the servant walk on before ua * 0 ; bat you stand here 

a moment while I make known to you a word of God.” Samuel 
dun took out a vial of oil, which he pooled on Saul’s head,-and 
kissing him said: w This means *that Yahweh anoints yoo prince 
over his people Israel: it is you who shall govern Ya h w dt ’s 
people, and you who shall deliver them from the hand of all 
their fbes. And these are the signs by which you shall know 1 
that Yahweh has thus anointed you to be prince over his 
heritage: When yon part from me to-day you will meet two 
men near Rachel’s grave in the territory of Benjamin at 
Ze lza ch; they will tefl you that the asses you set out to seek 
have been found, and that your father has lost all interest in 
the affair of the asses in his anxiety far you, and cries, 1 What 
shall I do for my son 1 * Passing on from there, you will omne 
to the oak of Tabor, where there will meet you three men 
going up to God at Bethel, the first carrying three kids, the 
second three loaves of bread, and the third a skin of wine: 
they will salute you and offer you two loaves, which you will 
accept at their hands. After that you will come to Gibeah, 
“the Hill 0 of God, where the Philistine, commandant dwells; 
and as you enter the city there you will encounter a band of 
dervish-prophets marching down from the high-place, to the 
mnsic of harp, tambourine, flute and lyre, and they themselves 
raving in prophetic frenzy; the spirit of Yahweh will come 
upon you, and you will rave like a prophet among them, and 
be t&anged into a new man. Ana when these signs have 
come to pass, you must act as occasion may serve; for God 
is with you.” [ } a 

And as Saul turned hu back to leave Rama*!, God wrought 
a change of heart in him • and all Aww signs earn* true that 

day. * 3 . Going cm “thence* to Gibeah, they were met 

— — - 

1—1 Along omitrion in MT, due to the eye of a icribc haring slipped fawn 
the first to the second occonsnoe of the' suit expresriorL The LZX 
preserves the original co nn ection. 

* '* And go down to GUgal before me; I will follow m to. offer beau- 
offering* said peace offerings. Seven daps you most-rat till I *t»* and 
teU jroo what to do.” Hie Terse anticipates xrii. both being late 

odditwn to the narrative (see pp. 41,42} 

3 1 ® The fulfilment of the first two sign* i* omitted, perhaps accidentally. 
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byabuod ofpsophets, and the spirit of God came on Said $6 
ihat he ravedamong than. When those who had known him 
ofxldsaw him wing among the prophets they were amazed, 
and rise people said to orte another? What can have come 
ovfer the son of Kish t Is Sanl aho imea| the prophets t ” 
Attune of the neighbeftus answered; “And who then is tbsir 
father f ** Bence arose the common saying: “ Is Saul also 
amjong the pnfle^ i ** 

When SanPs ecstasy was over and he had gone into the 
hooK, : his unde ashedhim and his servant where they had gone. 
“To look for the asses/* said Saul; “ and when we saw that it 
was no use we came to Samuel.” “And what said Samuel to 
yon l” asked the unde; “tell me that.” “ Why, he told us 
that the asses were found.** But as to the matter of the 
kinship Sanl maintained a discreet silence. 1 1 

(a) SauTs Victory oust lbs Ammonites: bit Election at King 
(x. 37b-xi. 15). 

was about a month after, this 3 that Nahash the Ammonite 
cuqe up and laid siege to Jabeah in Gilead. The citizens of 
Jabesh offered to become subject to Nahash, provided he made 
a binding treaty with diem. To this Nahash replied, “ On one 
condition I will make h treaty* with you: that every man of 
yon has his right eye put out. I will make this a disgrace to aO 
Israel.” The elders of Jabesh then asked for a seven days* 
armistice, while they sent messengers through the length and 
breadth of Israel; promising Nahash that if no succour came to 
them they would surrender to him. 

When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and laid their 
story before the people, the whole community broke into loud 
weeping. Just then Saul came in from the fields driving his 
oxen before him, and inquired what was the matter with the 
people that they were weeping so. They told him the menage 
from the men of Jabesh. When Saolheard these tidings the Spirit 
of God came upon him; and in a blaze of indignation he took 
a pair of oxen, dismembered than, and sent them by couriers 
throughout all Israel, with the proclamation: “He who does 


1 MT "high-place " ■ w r o n gly. 

*^MT “what Samuel had arid,** omitted with LXX. 
3—9 LXX and Various. 


not come oat after Saul 1 *■—this is what shall be doneto 
hiscattlel” Hie tenor of Yahweh feffoa the people and they 
«im oat as one man; and when Saul mastered them in Best! 
they numbered 3QO,oo©Israeli^es and 3Q,oooJudeana. 

Then V said to the messeng ers who had come from Jabmli, 
“ Cany this answer to the men of Jabeahin Gilead: ‘To-motsow 
by the time the son is hot, deliverance will come to yon.* ” 
When the messenger* returned with this report to the people 
of Jabeah they wen glad, and tent word to the Ammonites 
that they would surrender on the morrow. " Then,” they said, 
u you may do to us whatever you please.” 

Accordingly, on the following morning Saul divided his force 
into three companies; and they stormed the camp in the 
morning wa tch. And the slaughter of the Ammonites went on 
until the heat of the day, and the s ur v ivor s were dispersed so 
that do two of them were kit together anywhere. 

[And the people said to Samuel, “Where are the men 
who say, * Shall Saul reign over us ? ’ Hand over the men 
that we may put them to death.” But Saul (f Samnd) 
said: ** No man shall be put to death this day; for to-day 
Yahweh has worked deliverance inJsraeL” And Samuel 
said to the people, ** Come! Let as go to Cflgal, andthere 
renew the kingdom.”] 1 .. 

Hie whole people then went to Gilgal; and there, in Gilgal, 
they crowned Saol as king before Yahweh, and sacrificed pea ce- 
offerings ^before Yahweh. It was a joyous occasion to Saul 
und^o all the men of Israel. 


(3) fh Outbreak ofJParwish thePhilistines (xiii.n-^a, 

P 

s 3 Saul picked out 3,000 men of Israel: of them tfioo 
were with . Saul himself in Mkhmaah and the hill of Bethel, 
and 1,000 with Jonathan is Gibeah of Benjamin ; the rest of 
the people he bad dismissed to their homes.' Jonathan now 

_ r _ h " ■* 
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itor the Philistine coffimandaTiT who resided in Gibeah 1 * 3 * * * ; and 
the report reached the PhaHsdnw “that the Hebrews had 
revolted. 9 Saulmeanwhile had sent a trumpet-call through the 
nhde land"; .all Israel had heard that Saul had slain the 
Philistine officer, and Israel waa in had odour with .the 

and the people were called out to follow Saul 
♦ * lie FhUutinea, too, had already mobilised lor war 

with brad: 3,000 chdriots, 6,000 horsemen, and common 
aoijdjen monmerakk aa the sand on the sea-shore • and they 
came up and encamped at Michmash to the east of Bethaven. 
The Israelites now saw that they were in a desperate plight— 
for the people were oppressed—and hid themselves in caves 
and dens, in rock-crevices, in tombs 9 and cisterns; while ®a 
great numbed crossed the Jordan to the land ol Gad and 
Gilead. 7 ®The rest of the people followed Sanl 8 to 

GebaP of Benjamin, where Sanl mustered the force, at -his 
disposal, numbering about 600 men. 

Sanl and his son Jonathan and the people that were with them 
were now lying in Geba of Benjamin, while the Philistines were 
encamped in Michmash. But the raiders had been sent out 
from.the Philistine camp in three oolnmns; of which one took 
the direction of Ophrah to the district of Shoal, another toward 
Beth-horon, and the third the direction of the °hiH 0 overlooking 
the ravine of the Hyaenas towards the desert. 10 . At the 


1 So LXX, etc. j MT “ Geba " ; but •« x. 5. 

*“-* Tnanapoeing daosc*. 

3 LXX; MT "heard.” 

t MT “toGUgal.” 

9 Or “cellm." 

MT ** Hebrew* " corrupt. 

M Fw Fv, jibip; Me pp. 4i<4& 

Following LXX in part. 

» MT “GSbeaL " 

10 F«. 1970a an W17 oo wnpt and'foim no part of the 1 frrrt 
Huy read wmewhat a* foUowa: ** Now no bladomith waa Co be found 
in all the land of Ionel; for the Philittina foaied that the Hebrewi might 
mate thcmwlvet (word* and apeaia. So all lentel had to go down to die 
PMliattnca to get a pbndi 4 iK or hoe or axe or ox-goad sharpened. . » . 
Thus it came about that on the day of the battle of Midunaah neither 
a ward nor *pe*r waa found in the handi of the people with Saul and Jonathan; 
only Sanl and Jonathan poaaeaaed auch weapeoa." 


Mae time an outpost of the Philistine* was pushed forward 
to the Fees of Mkhmash. 

(4) Jonathans SrtBumt Exploit (ziv. 1-15). 

One day Jonathan, SauPs ion, without letting his fatho’ 
know, proposed to the lad who carried his weapons that they 
should cross over to the outpost of the Philistines on the 
opposite side. Saul in fact was then at the further end of Geba, 1 
under the pomegranate tree that grows by *the threshing- 
floor.® The people with him numbered about 600 men; 
Ahijah the son of Ahitub, the brother of Ichabod, the son of 
Phinehas, the son of Eli the priest of Yahweh at Shiloh, being 
there in charge of an ephocL None of the people were aware 
that Jonathan had gone. 

Now between the passes through which Jonathan meant to 
cross over to the Philistine ootpost, there are two steep cliffs, 
one on either side; one is called Boss and the other Seneh. 
One cliff is 0 0 on the north side in front of Michmash, 

the other on the south side in front of Geba. 

Jonathan then said to his armour-bearer, u Let us cross 
over to the ootpost of these undreumeued dogs; it may be 
that Yahweh will do something for us; for there is no limit to 
xahweh*s power to save, whether by many or by few.** K Do 
whatever yon have a mind to,** answered the lad , iC I am your 
man 1 °My mind 9 is the same, as yours.** “ listen, then! ** 
■aid Jonathan, “ As we are crossing over to these men, we must 
show ourselves; if they say to us, ‘ Stand still till we reach you,* 
we will stop where we are, and not go up to them; bat if they 
say, * Come up to us,* then up we will go; for Yahweh will 
have delivered into our hand- This shall be thesign for 
us.** So when the two showed themselves to the Philistines of 
the outpost, they said, “ Ha t Here are some Hebrews creeping 
out of the holes in which they have hidden themselves.** Then 
the men of the post called out to Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer, tt Come up to us, and we will ahow you a thing ortWo I ** 

u Up after me 1 ** said Jonathan to his armour-bearer; “Yulgweh 

■ 

1 MT “Gtbeah.** 

* i MT “ Migran.” 


him; tpl *the Phfliitfnm 8 took to flight before Jonathan, *who 
cot than down,' while the armour-bearer came behind him 
itnihi hhifi 9 I Tin nusded* 

W'iiit esphatby Jonathan end his armour-bearer ranked 
in^shughter of about twenty men** • • •*. Then a tremor 
oflrafottonthecamp^'amPonthemen in the field*; * * 

aflltbe army, the outpost aswdl aa the raiding column, were 
teitior-strichen also; and to crown all there was an earthquake, 
which brought upon all an unearthly panic. 

(5) Tbt Pbi&Jtuu Dtb*d* (aiv. 16-231). 

Now Saul’s watchmen at Qeba* in Benjamin, looking across 
the willey, saw the 9 men in the camp 1 rushing about *in all 
directions*; and Saul gave orders to the people that were 
with him to hold a roll-call, and see which of than wu inuring. 
Wkjen this was done it was found that Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer had gone away. Saul then said to Ahijah—*it was he 
wh6 at this time carried the ephod before 9 Israel—" Bring 
tfehe epfood 8 here.** But erai as Saul spoke to the priest the 
noise in the Philistine camp grew louder and louder; and Saul 
bade the priest withdraw hu hand. Saul then called out his 
men ; and when they entered the camp, 7 they found, every man 
with his sword drawn against his neighbour, in the utmost 
confusion. Those Hehrews, moreover, °who° for some time 
back had sided with the Philistines O and°had oome up with them 
to the camp—they too deserted 8 to join the Israelites under 
Saul and Jonathan. And all the Israelites who were hiding in 
the hill-country of Ephraim, when they heard that the 

X — 1 LXX addition. 
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Philistines were in flight, came likewise and hung on their rear 
fighting. Thu* did Yahweh give victory to Israel that day. 

(6) Incidents of the Pursuit (xrv. 2}b-35). 

The battle had now passed beyond Beth-horon 1 ; *the whole 
nation was with Saul, about 10^000 men, and the fighting was 
general all over the hill-country of Ephraim. But Saul 
committed a grave indiscretion* that day, in '’imposing® the 
fallowing oath on the people ; “ Coned be the man who tabes 
food till evening, before I have taken vengeance on my enemies.*' 
So none of the people had tasted food. Wow there was honey¬ 
comb 3 on the open field; and when the people came to it they 
found that ♦the honey was flowing from it 3 ; yet no *n*n pat 
his hand to his mouth, because the people feared the oath. 
But Jonathan, who had not heard when his hither imposed the 
oath on the people, put out the staff he had in his hand, dipped 
the end of it in the hooey-comb, and brought bis hand to his 
mouth ; and immediately his Spirits revived. 3 Then one of the 
people spoke up and said: “Your hither took an oath of the 
people in these terms: ‘Cursed be the man who tastes food this 
day.* *’ Jonathan answered, “ My father's act is disastrous to 
the country! Why, look how my spirit revived 3 when I tasted 
this little drop of honey 1 How much more, then, if the people 
had but eaten to-day from the spoil of theu 1 enemies 1—but mow 
the slaughter among the Philistines is of no great account.** 

Huy. fought the Philistines that day from MichmasB to 
Aijalon, and the people were quite exhausted. In their hunger 
they *threw themselves* on the spoil j and seizing sheep and 
oxen and calves, they slew .them on the ground, and ate the 
flesh with the blood. But when it was reported to Saul that the 

. 1 So Lu&, etc. | MT " Bethaven.” 

*— 1 Inserted from LXX. 

3-a So LXX. 

+“4 So MT, slightly altered. But LXX-suggests “its bees had left it,” 
which may be right. 

5—3 lit 44 eyes brightened.” 

So MT j LXX omits 44 Dot,” rendering 44 in **»■* caee- the 
•laughter among the Philistines would hare been much gteetet” 

*—^ So Luc. and Versions. 
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faunae tummgiguiift Yahweh by eating with the blood, 
he •‘ Yw transgress! Roll me a great atone hithei*.” 
Then he-gave-the order,.**Go about among the people, and 
nuhe them bring every one his ox or deep to me, and . day it 
he^ and cat, that they may not am againat Yahweh by eating 
wSth the blood.” So every one brought *what be had* Ho 
Yjfcweh,* and slaughtered it there. Thin Saul set up an altar 
to jYahweh; it was the first of the altan which be erected to 
Yahweh. 

w 

(7) Ybt Pursuit anrsted m consequtaet <t$ SauTs Rath Oatb(iiY. 
36-46, S»). 

Saul then said: u Let us follow down after the Phifistinea 
by and harry them till daybreak; and not leave a man 
of than alive 1 ” When the people consented, *he said to the 
priest, 4<( Let us draw near hoe to God.** So Saul inquiredbl 
God: M Shall I go down after the Philistines ? Wilt thou 
defiver them into me hand of Israel 1 ” but no answer was made 
that day. He then said, “ Draw near hither, all you who are 
leaden of the people; and inquire and see °by whom 0 this sin 
has been committed to-day. For, by the life of Yahweh, the 
deliverer of Israel, were it by my son Jonathan he should 
assuredly die.” And none of all the people answered him. Then 
addressing all Israel he said : ** You shall be one party, and I 
and Jonathan my ton the other.” The people signified their 
assent. Saul, then, speaking to Yahweh, said, “ O God of 
Israel 1 *Why hast thou not answered thy servant this day f 
If on me or my son Jonathan this guilt lies, 0 Yahweh, God of 
Israel, then give Urim ; hut if on thy people Israel, then 9 
give Thommim.” He lot fell on Jonathan and Saul, and the 
people were acquitted. “ Now cast the lot between me and 
my son Jonathan,” said SauL *IH$ was done! 6 and Jonathan 

1 XXX) MT “to-day." 

•—* LXX; MT “Us ox is bis hand.” 

3—i Conjectured for MT " that right ” j LXX ouria* 
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was taken. “Tell me what yon hove dons,” eaid Seal to 
Jonathan; and Jonathan told Mm; “It-is tna I tuted aHttk 
honey on the top of the staff in my hand. Here lam! Iam 
ready to die.” Saul said, “ God help, me, Jonathan, but-dre 
you must!” But hoe the people interposed a&d said to Soul, 
“What } Jonathan diel He who has achieved this great 
victory in Israel ? God forbid I By the life of Yahweh, not 
a hair of his head shall fall to the ground; for he has wrought 
with God this day.” So the people ransomed Jonathan, and he 
had not to die. But Saul drew off from the pursuit of the 
Philistines, and the Philistines retired to their own country. 

The war with the Philistines, however, continued acute all 
the days of Saul. And whenever Saul saw a brave and warlike 
man, he took him into his service. 


{ List of SanFs Wars, and bis Family Connections (ariv. 4.7-51) 1 . 

When Saul obtained the kingdom over Israel ite waged 
war on all sides against Ilia enemies—against Moab, and 
the Ammonites, and Edom; against the kings of Zohah 
and against the Philistines; and wherever he turned his 
arms he S was successful.* He actcd_yaliantly, and. crushed 
Amalek, and delivered Israel from the hands of its spoilers. 

The sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishjo, 3 and Mafkishua; 
the of his two daughters were Merab, the elder, and 

Michal, the younger. His. wife was Ahinoam, the daughter 
of Ahimaaz; and the name of his commander-in-chief 
was Abner, the eon of Ner," Saul’s unde. Both Kish, SanPs 
father, and Ner. the father of Abner, were sons of AkieL 


B. Saul’s Election ; Second Account (viii.; x. 17-44; 
xii.; x. 25-27a). 

(i) The IsratUtss dmemd a King (viii.). 

Now when Samuel grew old he appointed his sons at judges 
over Israel. His first-born was Joel, and his second 

^ , -L 
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Afaijab; these acted aa judges in Beer-sheba. . HU how- 
e^did siot walk in bis ways, bat looked after their amt 
UrtM o c y wg bribes end perverting justice. Then all the 
elders oflsrael met together, and came to Samuel at Ramah, 
and to him: M You are now old, and your sons do not 
w&rifr Mar ways; we would therefore hare yon now to set 
vayi ling to judge ns, fife all other nations.” This request 
for a Mug to judge them was very displeasing to Samuel; bat 
when he prayed to Yahweh about it, Yahweh answered: 
M listen to the voice ol the people in all that they say to you ; 
for it is not you that they reject, but me, by refusing to hare 
me aa king over them. It is in keeping with their whole 
behaviour from the time when I brought them up from Egypt 
to this day—their forsaking me and worshipping other gods— 
that they now treat yon thus. Comply, therefore, with their 
wish; only warn them well, and show them the land ofgovefli- 
ment that will be exercised by the king who dull rule over 
them-* 

These words of Yahweh Samuel reported to the people who 
were asking for a king, and continued: ** This will be the way 
in which the king will rule over you: Your sons he will take as 
ids charioteers and horsemen, and as runners before his chariot; 
he will make them officers of regiments and companies; he 
wiU set them to plough his fields, reap his harvest, and make his 
weapons and chariot-gear. Your daughters he wifi take into 
his service as perfumers, cooks and bakers. The best of your 
fields and vineyards he will confiscate, and bestow on his 
courtiers. On your arable land and vineyards he win levy a 
tithe, and give it to his eunuchs and retainers j your slaves, male 
and faml*, the best of your cattle 1 and asses he will take and 
use for his husbandry; of your flocks he will take a tithe; you 
will be completely enslaved by him- The day will come when 
you wiU complain of the king you have chosen; but in that day 
Yahweh will not answer you.” 

But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. “ No! ” 
they said, “ we must have a king over us. We would be like 
all other nations, having our own king to judge us, and be our 
leader, and fight our fettles.” So Samnel, having heard all 
that the people had to say, reported it to Yahweh. Yahweh 

1 LXX. 
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answered, “ Give them their desire; appoint a ting over them,* 
Samuel then bade the men of Israel go homey each one to his 
city. 

(2) Said elided King hy Lot (x. 17-24). 

In due time Samuel summoned the people before Yahweh to 
Mizpah, and addressed them as fbHowi: 

** Thus says Yahweh the Gpd oflaracl: ‘I brought up Israel 
from Egypt and delivered yon from the hand of the Egyptians, 
and of all the kings 1 that op pr essed you.* But you have this 
day rejected your God who was a saviour to you in all your 
distresses and dangers; You have said, * No !* but you must 
set a long over us.* Very well 1 Present yourselves now before 
Yahweh, by your tribes and by your townships.” 

So Samuel marshalled all the tribes of Israel, and the tribe of 
Benjamin was chosen. Then he marshalled the tribe of 
Benjamin dan by dan, and the dan of Matri was chosen. *Xhen 
he marshaljed the dan of Matri man by man 3 ; and Saul the 
son of Kish was chosen. But when they looked.for him he Was 
not to be found; and they again consulted the oracle of Yahweh; 
** Has the man come here at all J ” The answer was “Yes*he 
is hiding himself among the baggage. 4 * So they ran end 
dragged him forth; and as he stepped forward in the midst, of 
the people he towered above them all fromhis shoulders upwards. 
And Samuel said to all the people: “You aee the man whom 
Yahweh has chosen, that there is none like him among all the 
people I”. And all the people shouted: “Long Eve the 

kngT*' 


(3) SamacPs Valedictory Address (m.; x. 25*278). 

Samuel then addressed all land as follows: 

** I have now, as you see, fully complied with your request 
by setting a king over you. Henceforth, therefore, yon have 
the king to look to. And I am now old and gray-haded, with 
sons among yon ; and I have lived my life openly before yon 
from my youth to this day. Here I stand 1 Bear witness 
against me before Yahweh and his anointed °kmg.° Is thtxe 


x AfT “kingdoms.” 
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any ee#whose oat or ass I hare taken ? Any whom ! have 
dc&tn&d tir-oppressed ? any from whom I have accepted a 
bribe Howink at wrong ? Testify against roe, 1 and I will make 
amends to yon.” They answered; ** Yon bare neither 
defrauded nor oppressed ns, nor have you received anything 
from tayman’s hand.” He said to them: “ Then Yahwehis 
wipuv, and hi# anointed king » witness, against you this day, 
dujt you have found nothing amiss in my conduct ? ” And 
*th»ey ° answered, u That is so.” And Samuel repeated before 
ah the people: “ Yahweh *i# witness,* who raised up Moses and 
Aaron, and brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt.” 

“ And now stand still, while I reason with, you in Yahwehis 
presence, *and rehearse to you* all the righteous dealings of 
Yahweh with you and your fathers. When Jacob “and his sons* 
came to Egypt, “and the Egyptians afflicted them,* your fathers 
cried to Yahweh, and he sent Moses and Aaron, who biougKt 
theta out of Egypt, and °he° established them in this place. 
But they forgot Yahweh, their God* and he gave them over into 
the hand of Sisera the general of *king Jabin of* Hazor, and 
into the hand of the Philistines, and of the king of Moab, who 
made war upon them._ When they cried to Yahweh and said: 

* We have sinned in forsaking Yahweh and worshipping the 
Baals and Astartes; bat now do thou deliver us from our foes 
and we will serve thee *—then Yahweh sent men like Jerubbaal, 
Barak ,3 Jephthah and Samuel, 4 and he delivered you from the 
hand of your enemies around you, so that you dwelt in security. 
But when you saw that Nahaah the king of the Ammonites 
threatened you, you said to me: ‘ This cannot go on; ' we must 
have a king to reign over us; * although Yahweh your God is 
your king. And now you see the king whom you have chosen 

* *; Yahweh has set a king over you. If you will fear 
Yahweh, and serve him, obeying: his voice and not rebelling 
against him, if you and your king who reigns over you will follow 
after Yahweh your God, °it will be well with you. 0 But if you 

LXX reads t " eves is aondi as a pair of sandals ? Testify against 
me." I retain the lost tfcreewords, although they are not in MT. 
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do not obey the voice of Yahweh, butrtbel igainstr hitti^ theri 
Yshweh , s band will be against you Ho destroy yon and your 
king. 1 

“ Now stand still, and see the great thing that Yahwdi is 
about to do before your eyes. It is now wheat-harvest, is it 
not J WeU i I will call on Yahweh to send thunder and 
rain; then you .will know and understand how great in the 
sight of Yahweh is the evil you have dine in asking for a king*” 
So Samuel called on Yahweh, and Yahweh sent thunder and rain 
that day; and the people were sensed with a great fear of - 
Yahweh and of Samuel, and said to Samnel: ** Plray to Yahweh 
your God for us, your servants, lest we die, because to all our 
other sins we have added this wickedness of asking for a king.” 
But Samuel reassured the people and said: ** You need not fear. 
You have indeed done all this evil; only do sot turn aside from 
following Yahweh, bat serve him with undivided allegiance. 
Do not turn away after unreal gods, who are good loir nothing 
and cannot save you, because they are unrealities. For Yahweh 
will not cast off his people for his great name’s sake; seeing it 
has been his good pleasure to make you his people. As fur me, 
God forbid that I should sin against Yahweh by ceasing to pray 
for you, and to instruct you in the good and straight way. Only 
fear Yahweh, and serve him loyally with aD your heart, consider- 
ing how great a thing he has done among you. On the other 
hud, if yon do evil, both you and your lrfhg shall perish.” 

Samuel then recited to the people the constitution of the 
kingdom. Winch he wrote in a book and deposited before 
Yahweh. Having done this he dismissed the people to their 
several homes. Saul likewise went home to Gibeah, and with 
him went the valiant °men° whose heart God had, touched. 
Bot certain churlish fellows said: M How should this man 
deliver us f ” and they showed their contempt for him by 
bringing him no present. 

7. Tni BkX&CH BITWIEH SaMJBL ABO SATO, AT GlLQAL. 

fav versions of ibis incident bare bun preserved: mu 
» cb % xv. (an independent narrative), and the other in vii. 

7&-I54, closely and cleverly dovetailed into lie odder.etory 

__ _ _ _ _ _ _ " _ ■ 

s- ^ x LXX ; MT "and your fatten.” - 


fc km&Up (rf) {set X JB), Of tbesethe first etaneets 
it sritb Seats feifarete extent* the bim in the Anatekitee, 
and; it ebviwsfy .the earlier tf the text. The stand, tnbicb 
tram it to aaaet.tf disobedience on the fart if Seal, is if 
ia$er frigm, aitbmtgh it msst hove been tnarptrated m A 
beferi tbe amalgamation if A and B. , 


j ■ i -■ ■ 

(i) fieeA ammmdtd to exterminate tie AmdUkites (xv.). 

gunnel said to Saul one day: “ It was I whom Yahweh 

to anoint yon king over his people Israel; now, 
therefore, Eaten to the voice of ° ° Yahweh. Thus hat 

Yahweh Zebaoth spoken! ‘I am resolved to punish the 
Amakldtes for their conduct towards Israel, inasmuch as they 
ntiatedits advance when it came up from Egypt.* Go, there¬ 
fore end smite the Amalekitea, and put the ban on °them and" 
all i|kat they possess, sparing none, bat slaying man and. woman, 
infant and suckling, sheep and ox, camel and ass.** 

$0 Saul called up the people, and mustered them in Tdam 1 
[toofico footmen and 10,000 horsemen*], and came to the chief 
city of the Amalekites. There he set an ambush in the water* 
course, while he sent a message to the Xenites to dear oat 
from among the AmakEtes: " else,** he said, M I may exterminate 
you along with them; although you allowed friendship to 
* 0 the Israelites when they came op from Egypt.** He 

Kenites accordingly withdrew bom among the Amalekites, 
whom Saul then mated from Telam 3 all the way to Shur, which 
lies to the east of Egypt. He captured Agag the king of Amalek 
alive, but ail the people he put to the ban with the sword. But 
Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and 
cattle, the fallings and calves, and everything of value, being 
unwilling to destroy them ; but all worthless and useless staff 
they pat to the ban. 

Thereupon the word of Yahweh came to Samuel : ** I regret 
having made Saul king, because he has turned away from me, 
and has not carried out my command,” Samuel was so troubled 
by this that he cried to Yahweh the whole night; and next 


s MT "TeUm”; sec josh. zv. 24. 
M MT “ icyooo men of Judah.** 

3 MT M Hsvilah ** (ace Ots. xxt, 18 ). 
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nyming early lie rose and went to meet Saul, but was told 
that Saul had come to Cannel, and after, erecting a monument 
had turned and moved on down to GiigaL 
When Samuel came to Saul, Saul hailed him with “ Welcome 
in the name of Yahweh! I hare earned oat the command of 
Yah well.” But Samuel answered, u What then is this bleating 
of sheep that strikes my ear ? And this lowing of oxen that 1 
hear ? ” “ These,” said Saul, “ have been brought home from 
Amalek, The people have spared the best of the sheep and cattle 
to sacrifice to Yahweh your God. The rest we have put to the 
ban.” Then Samuel said to Saul: "Say no more) I must tell 
yon what Yahweh spoke to me last sight.” He answered, 
u Say on I ” Samuel continued: 

,M Is it not true that, little as you may be in your 
own estimation, you an the head of the tribes of Israel ? 
for Yahweh anointed you king over Israel. And Yahweh 
sent yon on a particular errand, and said to you * Go and 
put the ban an those sinners the Amalekites, mating war 
upon them till °you have” exterminated °them. 4 * Why, 
then, have you not obeyed Yahweh’a command, bat 
pounced on the spoil, and done a. thing displeasing to 
Yahweh F ” Saul replied: " 4 I did 4 obey the command 
of Yahweh; I went the way which Yahweh sent me $ I 
brought back Agag the king of the Amalekites, and put 
the ban on Amalek. But the people took part of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the best of what fell under the ban, to 
.seaifioetoYahwehjourGodinGilgal.” Samuel answered: 

“ Less pleasing, to Yahweh is holocaust 9 and sacrifice 
Than obedience to Yahweh’s voice. 

Yea, to obey is better than sacrifice,— 

To hearken than fat of runs. 

For contumacy is sin tike witchcraft. 

And presumption a crime tike idols. 

Since you have, rejected the word of Yahweh, 

He rejects you as king Sof Israel 3 .” 

c The Tenet retracted in du margin are probably a later erpawnn of 
the naiialive. 

(* See note on p. aa.] 

Added by LXX, etc. 

¥> 



Sauittid to Samuel, “I hare stoned! I Kaye 
transgressed against the command df Yahweh and against 
your word, because I was afraid of the people and yielded 
to their wilL Bet now, I pray you, forgive my Bin, and 
tdHi back with me that I may worship Yahweh.** But 
refused to turn back with him. 


^ Inasmuch as yon have rejected the word cf Yahweh, he has 
rejected yon as king over Israel.” Then, as Samuel turned to 
gty Saul seized the corner of his mantle, and it tore off in his 
hand, ** Thus,” said Samuel, “ does Yahweh tear the kingdom 
of. Israel from you this day, and give it to another, a better man 
dun yon. Nor does the God 1 of Israel ever lie or repent, for 
he' is not a man that he should repent.” **I have sinned 1 ** 
said Saul, “ Yet now show me respect before the elders cf my 
people and before Israel: turn back with me, that I may warship - 
Yahweh year God.” Samuel then turned bad with Said, and 

Saul worshipped Yahweh. 

Then Samuel ordered Agag the king of the Amalekitea to be 
brought to him. As Agag, fl all of a tremble,* came forward 
to him, he said, "Truly the bitterness of death is past 1 ** But 
Samuel answered: - 


“As your sword has women made childless, 

Bo your mother *mong women be ebiUlejm; ** 

and so saying he cot Agag in pieces before Yahweh in Gilgal 
After this Samud departed to Ramah, while Saul went up 
to his house at Gibeah of Saul. Samuel never saw Saul again 
to the day of his death, but he mourned for Saul, because Yahweh 
repented of having made him king over Israel. 


(i) SauTs Disobsdiencg costs him tbs Kingdom (ziu. 7&-150). 

Sanl was still in Gilgal, while all the people forsook him in 
tenor . c He waited 4 seven days till the time ^appointed by® 
Samuel; but when Samuel failed to appear at Gilgal, and the 
people °dropped away® from him, Saul ordered the burnt- 
offering and the peace-offerings to be brought to him, and he 
offered the burnt-offering. No sooner had he done so than 


P This word va accidentally omitted in MX,—Ed.] 
* A alight emendation. 
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Samuel arrived, and Saulwent out to meet him and welcomehim. 
Saamd asked Unit “Wlut have youdone ? ** and Saul answered, 
u When I uw that the people were deserting me, and 70a had 
not kept your appointment, and that, the Philistines wen mwyng 
in Mfchtnaah) I thought to znyidf, f Now the Philistines will 
be down upon me to Gilgal before I have secured the good^riS 
of Yahweh / so Itookmy courage in both hands and oftredthe 
burnt-offering.” "Yon have acted foolfahly,” replied Samuel. 
w °If° you had but kept the injunction midi Yahweh your 
God laid upon you, Yahweh would have confirmed your 
kingdom over Israel far ever. But now your kingdom shall not 
stand; Yahweh has looked out a man after his own heart and 
appointed him prince over his people, became you have 
disobeyed Yahweh’* commandment.*’ With this Samuel rose 
up, left Gilgal, and I went his way. 1 



Added from LXX 



n. SAUL AND DAVID, 


(i Sara. xri.-a Sam* L) 

1 . 

■ •» 

i.Tfct Seem Anointing or David by Samuil (i Sam. 
mi. 1-1$). 

Tbit passage stem to Am bom ttusrted by an sditor at a 
counterpart to tbs anomtfag of Saul m cb. x. It words mt 
meidsut which mu svidsutfy wtktuon to tbs writers of tbs 
foBming stetsons {see esfsaaOy trii. 13^ 28; % Sam. u. 4). 

Yilmdi said to Samuel: u Why do yon go on mourning for 
Saul, when you know that I have counted him unworthy to 
reign over Israel 1 FiH your horn with oil and go; I will send 
yon tq Jesse the Bcthlchemitc ;• for I have seen in one of hit. 
sons; a long to my mind.” But Samuel answered, “ How 'can 
I go? IfSanl heard of it he would kill me.” To this Yahweh 
replied: " Take a young oow with yon, and say you have come 
to sacrifice to Yahweh, Yon will invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and then I will show yon what to do, and yon wQl anoint him 
whom I name to you.” 

So SwBHiel did as Yahweh directed. When he came to 
Bethlehem $be elders of the city met him in some trepidation 
and asked, “ la this an anspkioiu visit i ” He answered, 
** Atttuedly! I have come to sacrifice to Yahweh. Sanctify 
younetves, therefore, and come with me to the sacrifice/* He 
also .sanctified Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the 
sacrifice. When they were come, he looked at Eliab, and 
thought, “ Purely this is Yahweh’s captain 1 —his anointed! ” 
But Yahweh said to Samuel,“ Do not judge by his looks, or his 
tall statute, for 1 count him unfit. What man sees is *not what 
God sees. 9 Man loob on appearances, but Yahweh bob on 

on Abinadad, and paraded him 
before Samuel $ but he said, “Neither is this Yahvreh** choice.” 
Jesse next presented Shamrnah, and Samuel said, “ Nor this 
either.” And when Jesse had thus paraded his seven sons before 


A slight emendation; MT would read, “ Surely before Yahweh is 


*—* Added from LXX. 
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Samuel, Samuel end to him, ** Yahweh has not cho s en any el 
these.” 


Samuel then ashed Jesse , u Are these all the lads you have f ” 
and he said, M Tliere is still ° 4 the youngest. You see, he u 

looking after the sheep.” M Send for him at once,” said Salami. 
“ We will not sit down to eat until he comes.” So he sent and 


fetched him—a fair-haired boy, with beautiful eyes, and good- 
looking, Yahweh said,'** Quick, anoint him 1 This is the one.” 
Samuel accordingly took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of has brothersj and the spirit of Yahweh descended 
on David from that time onward. And Samuel got up and 
returned to Ramah. 


2. David's Introduction to Saul's Court (rri. 14-25). 


spirit of Yahweh. waa 
Ykhweh, His conitiecs 


Saul being now forsaken by the 
tormented by an evil spirit sent from 
said to him, w It is plain that some evil demon 1 * 3 is tormenting 
you. Let our lord say the word, and we your servants before 
you will look for a man who can play on the harp, so that when 
the demon is on you he may (day with his hand, arid you will 
get relief.” “ Do so,” said Saul to ha courtiers. ** Seek me 


out some one who is a skilled harp-player, and bring him to 
me.” One of the pages here put in his word and said: w Why, 
I know a eon of Jesse of Bethlehem who can play the harp— 
[a brave and soldierly man, too]* tactful iirqieech, and good* 
looking—a man befriended by Yahweh.” Accordingly Saul 
lent messengers to Jesse with a request that he would send him 
his son David [who was with the sheep]. 3 So Jesse took five* 
loaves, a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them with David 
his son to Sank David came and presented himself before 
Saul, and Saul conceived a great liking for and made him 
an armour-bearer. He sent a message to Jesse to say, “ Let 
David enter my service, for he pleases me greatly.” So whenever 


1 " Spirit of God,” i.t, rapeihuautn spirit. 

* The phnie is hardly cooriatent with what follow*; an experienced 
enl d ier woold.net be reduced to the (ask of to armour-bearer.. 

3 Probably an addition. 

* MT “an aaa." 



L 1 " 

the dentfhi cm on Sol Dnid would take' his harp* and play, 

aid Sad was toothed and cheered, aid the evil spirit left him* 

■ » 

4 

3. David’s Encomnsa with Goliath (xrii. i-xriii. 5). 

1 ■ ■ * ■■ 

Tkeextensbcomissions cs the Greek text of the original 
LXX, as compand with At Hebrew, enable ut to disentangle 
two narratives in this passage. The portions common to 
tie MT and (original) LXX form a complete narrative (i) 
which is at least consistent with the view that David was 
already a member of Sants court, as recorded above. Puttng 
together the sections omitted by LXX av obtain another 
account (0), fragmentary indeed, but obviously independent 
of A. It begins by introducing David to &e reader, and 
ends with bis introduction to Saul. 


A* (xrii. 1-115 32*40; 4*48*; 49; 

About this tune the Philistines called oat their forces for war, 
and concentrated in Shochoh, which belongs to Judah, forming 
a camp between Shochoh and Asekah in Epbes-dammim (1). 
Saul and the men of Israel also assembled, encamping in die 
valley of Elah, 1 and_drew up in battle order against the 
PhlHsriflCS. The Philistines were posted on the heights on 
one side, and the Israelites on the other side, with a ravine 
between them. 


There stepped forth from the “ranks® of the Philistines the 
champion, 9 by name Goliath of Gath, whose bright was nine 
feet 3 * * and a span. He had a bronze helmet on his head, and 
wore a corslet of scale armour which weighed 220 pounds* 
in bronze. He had bronze greaves on his legs, and carried 
a bronze javelin b et w een his shoulders. The shaft of his spear 
was like a weaver’s beam, and its iron head was 26 pounds 3 in 
weight. His shield-bearer walked before him. Standing thus 
he cried to the Israelite ranks , u Why do you come out and draw 
up for battle ) Am not I the Philistine and yon servants of 


1 “ The Terebinth-tret.” 

* Hie *»—fay of the word is uncertain. 

3 Sis cubit*. 

* &0 00 ihtWii 

3 dee ihekeh. 
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Saul f "Choose 0 your man, and let him come down to me t 
If he ig able to fight and kill me, we wtii be staves to you ; bat 
if I overcome and loll him, then yoh shall be subject to ua and 
serve ns.* “ I flout the armies of Israel this day,* sai d die 
Philistine, ** Give me a man, and let us fight one another.-* 

As Saul and all Israel listened to th ese wor d s of the Philistine, 
whey were smitten with abject fear. Bat David said to Saul, 
“ x Do not lose courage, my lord*; I your servant will go and 
fight with this Philistine.” Saul answered, H You cannot go 
against this Philistine and fight with him. You are but a 
youth, and he a trained soldier from his youth.* David 
answered, * When your servant used to be a shepherd to his 
father, a lion or a bear would often come and carry off a sheep 
from the flock; and I have gone out after him and struck him, 
and rescued the sheep from his mouth. And if the brute 
attacked me, I would seize him by the beard,* and till him 
outright. Both lion and bear has your servant killed; and this 
undicumcued Philistine, who has flouted the armies of the 
living God, shall suffer the same fate as they. Yahweh,* said 
David, M who delivered jne from the dutches of the lion and 
the bear, will deliver me from the hajid of this Philistine.” 
Then Saul said to David, “ Go, then; and Yahweh be with 
you 1 * So Saul put his soldier*# tunic on David, and a bronze 
helmet on his head, * * and girded David with his sword 

over the tunic. But David 4 iad difficulty* in walkings became 
he had not tried it; and he said to Saul, “ I cannot go in this 
gear, for I am not used to it.” So °they° took °the armour 0 
off him. Then, taking his staff in his hand, he picked five smooth 
stones from the bed of the stream, and put them in bis wallet, 9 
and with his sling in bis band he advanced towards the 
Philistine. 

When the Philistine looked up and saw David, he regarded 

— - . . ■ ... 

LXX \ MT “ Let no mm lose courage/’ 

. * So MT, although neither die Hon nor the bear baa a beard. LXX 
“throat.” 

1”* MT add*: “ and clothed him in a coat of mail ”; LXX omit*. 

4—* LXX. 

* 

* The Hebrew word occurs only hen. Hu proceeding phase,- “the 

shepherd’s bag srhich he had,” wt* probably inserted to exptamn. 

■ 

♦* 


for be wdJbnt nladTa &r 4 ane^ *—«*■■■» 
yowtt] 1 . " Am 1 a dog," he qied to David, “ that yam attack 
mewith i stick f ” acid he cu rs ed ' David by his gods. * Conte 
lMsfce» me,**he went on, “ and I WiB give your flesh to tbs:birds 
ofbotvcn, and the beasts .of the field.” But David answered 
the Ifsfiitiiie, ** Tam co tine against ate with sw or d and spear 
and js^din; but 1 pome against yon in the name of Yahweh. 


Zcbaoth, the' God ofthe battle-ranks of Israel, which you have 
flouted. This day Yahweh will deliver yon into my hand; 
I- will kill you and take off your head, and give *youi^ dead body 
•and those of* the Philistine army this day to the lards of the 
air add the wild beasts of the earth; and all the world shall 


' know that there is a God °in° Israel. “Yea P all assembled 


here to-day shall know that not with sword or spear “is victory 
gained,* bat Yahweh decides the issue of battle; and .he will 
deliver you aS into our hands.** " 

Then when the Philistine got np and came towards David, 
° David put his hand into the bag, took thence a stone, 
and shmg it, hitting the Philistine with such force that the 
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell prone on his face to the 
ground,- David then-ran forward, and, standing over the 
FhiHstise, took his sword 3 * and balled him outright, and 

cut off his head with it. The Philistines, seeing that their hero 
was dead, took to flight; and the men of land and Judah sprang 
to arms and raised the battle-shout, and pursoed the Philistines 
as for as Gath 4 and the very gates of .Ebon; the Philistine dead 
falling in the way “from Shaaraim 4 to Gath and Ebon. Then 
the Israelites tuned back from the pursuit of the Philistines 
and.boted their camp. [David took the bead of the Philistine 
and brought it to Jerusalem, but his armour he put in his own 
tent.f 


B. (rvii. 12-31; 41; 48b; 50; 55-58; xviil. 1-5.) 

David , was a son of °an° Ephrathiteof Bethlehem in Judah 


s Perhaps inserted from rvL 12. 

*-* LXX. 

3 —S MT “ and drew it from the scabbard *; LXX ondti. 

!_&> LXX; MT “the valley.” 

5 This statement is uahistorical, since Jerusalem was not then in the 
possession of the ImeMfet. 
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named Jane [who had eight toaaf. The man himself *da» too 
old lot military service in the days of Sen!/ bat his *thiee° 
oldest sons bad followed Sanl to the war. He names of the 
three who bad thus gone to the war were: EHab the oldest, 
Afainadab the second, and Shammah the third: David was the 
youngest [and the three older had followed Snip. [David 
was going and coming between bong with Saul and beeping 
his father's sheep at Bethlehem. The Philistine drew near 
and took his stand morning and evening for forty days]*. 

So Jesse said to his son David one day, ** Take this bushel of 
parched com for your brothers, and these ten loaves, and cany 
them quickly to your brothers at the camp. And these ten milk 
cheeses you will bring to the commander of their regiment; 
and see how your brothers am getting on, and take a token from 
them.” Now Saul and they, with dt the men of land, were 
in the valley of Bah, fighting with the PhifiaHiwis. 

Next morning David rose early, handed over the flock to a 
keeper, arid folded up and went aa hia father Jesse had bi d d en 
him. He came to the entrenchment just as the army was 
marching out in order of battle, and raising the war-ciy; ao 
that lintel and the Philistines were dram up opposite to each 
other. So David put down his stuff in charge of the baggage- 
keeper, and tan to the front, and came and asked after the 
welfare of his brothers. As he was speakxag with them, up 
came the champion—the Philistine, Goliath by name, from 
Gath—from the nnb of the Philistines, with hu usual harangue, 
andDaVid heard it. But alT the liraditea at sight of the man 
fled before him in great fear. A man of Israel was heard to 
say, “ Have you seen this man who is coming up t It isto float 
Israel that he comes up l And the man who kills him the king 
will endow with great riches, and [give him bis davghtet in 
marriage, and enfranchise his family in Israel.*’ David said to 
the men standing near him, “What shall be done to the man 
who kUb yon Philistine, and wipes out an affront from Israel ? 


1 Probably inser t ed from d> in. n. 

*■"* Thu ingemem emendation teens to p*e die M*pl«o remedy far an 

rmtvj PfTBgfalm tttXta 

t Sapetfluoat. 

♦ The fine aan t nw hat been added to account lor Dmd'i brief *> 
Bethlehem, after in. arf; the lecood it out of place hart. 

«* 



Wito## na circumds ed HaTudne that he should floor the 
naui of the Hiing God?** The people answered in the 
HHe ttnar u Snch end such will be done to the man who 
ldBrlma." But KKab hn-oldert toother heard him talk with 


themcn, and taid angrily to David, “ What in the world bring* 
von down hete ? On ndum have non thrown the care of those 


few deep in the desert ? I know poor saucy and petulant 
tatter! It is to see the battle that yon have come down.** 
“ What have I done now f ” said David. “ Surety I may speak 
a word 1 ” He tamed away .from him to another, and put the 
same questionj and the people answered him as before. 


Bat David’s words found a hearing, and were reported in the 
pr esence of Saul. •They 0 took him ••••••* 


As the Ffaifisrine drew nearer and nearer [to DavidV with 
his shield-bearer marching before him, David no' quickly 
•from 0 the ranks to meet him. And David 

I 

overcame the Philistine with a ding and a stone: he hit and 
killed the Philistine, although David had no sword in his hand. 


Now when Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he 
said to Abner his commander-in-chief, “ Whose son is that 
stripling, Abner ? M w Upon poor hie, king,” said Aimer, 
“ I do not know.” “ Find out, then, whose son the youth is," 
said the king. So when David returned after killing the 
Philistine, Abner took him and introduced him to Saul, with 
the Philistine’s head in his hand. Saul asked him, "Whose 
son are you, my lad ? ** and David answered, “ I am the son 
of poor servant Jesse of Bethlehem.** •••••• 

At the end of David’s conversation with Saul, Jonathan’s 
heart was knit to David's, with a love equal to his love for 
himself. And Saul took him into his service that very day, 
and would not let him go back to bis father's house. Jonathan 


1 What immediately followed in tUa narrative, it ii difficult to conjecture. 
Lee. pnxwdi: “and brought him to Saul.** But if Saul bad bad aa 
interview with David before the fight, would he have let him go without 
inquiring who he wa% as m v. 55 * 

* 'Better emitted) the fallowing word* ihow that in this account David 
had not yet left the tanka. 




made a covenant with David, because he foved fihn even as 
lie bved himself; he took off the mantle which he won and 
gave it to David j also his tome, his sword, his bow and his 
girdle. And David went forth.: every task which Saul imposed 
upon him he executed successfully; so that Saul set him over 
the men of war; and he became a jkvooiite-with all the people* 
and even with the oonrdera of SauL 

4. Sam’s Julowt of David, and Atixufts ok Hn Ln 
(xviii. 6-xx. 1 a). 

In this and following sections we bane a nixed collection 
of incidents drawn from various sources* Partly, with the 
help of the LXX, and partly from internal indications , we 
can isolate a main narrative, into which secondary fragments 
have been inserted. In the translation secondary passages 
are printed with an inlet in the margin, so that the leading 
narrative may he read consecutively. Sections marked by 
the asterisk (•) are not in the original LXX. 

xviii. 6-9. [As they came home on David’s return from 
killing the Philistine]^ the women from all the cities of Israel 
came out °in dances 9 to meet David 2 -with tambourines and 
merry-mating and cymbals. And-tin refrain of the 9 9 

women’s song'' was 

M Saul has slain his thousands; 

David his tens of thousands.” 

[Saul was' very angry at this, and] 1 The affair annoyed Saul; 
for, said he, They give David the tens of thousands, and to 
me only the thousands” [now he wants nothing but the 
kingdom ] 1 1 And Saul kept a spiteful eye on David from that 
time onward. 

•xviii. 10, 11. The next day an evil demon took 
possession of Saul, and he went raving mad nuSd* the house, 
while David was playing on the harp, as was -his^daily 
custom. Saul had a spear in* his hand, and suddenly he 
poised the spear, meaning to pin. David to the wall with it. 
But David evaded it twice. 

* Wanting in LXX. The incident really belong* to a liter ttngt of 
David’* career. 

•So LXX; MT “ King SauL" 

So 


Sssdthea, beragtfraidofDavid [—lor Yahweh 

S»nl~Jiam^lwafan 
bjsprcsence, giving Mm the commandof a regiment. Thus he 
•We»t®«rt ik ia at the bead of the people. And David via 
anrarmfi d in all hi* undertakings, became Yahweh was with 
kbit 5 and Saul, observing hie great good fortune, stood in awe 
of him. But all Israel and Jwih loved David, as he went ont 
add in at their head. 

•xviii. 17-19. One day Saul said to David, “ There is 
my dder daughter Merab 1 I would give her to you lor 
a wife; only you most show yourself a sun of mettle in 
fighting the battles of Yahweh.”-—Saul said this hoping 
that David might meet his death at the hands of the 
Philistines rather than at his.—But David answered , u What 
am I, and what are % * my father’s folk in Israel, that I 

should aspire to be the ting’s son-in-law 1” However, 
when the time came far Menb, Seal’s daughter, to be given 
in marriage to David, she was given to another 
Adriel ofMeholah. 


xviii. 20-296. Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, fell in love with 
David, and when Saul was fold of it, he thought it a good thing, 
saying to himself, u I will let him have her, and she will be the 
means of bringing him into the hands of the Philistines.” 
* 3 So Saul ordered his courtiers to sound Dayid privately 

- by talking thus: “ Look here ! You stand high in the king’ll 
favour; all his court like you; .why not become the king’s 
son-in-law ? ” But when the courtiers talked in this strain in 
David’s hearing, he answered, u Does it seem to yon such an 
easy thing to be the king’s son-in-law—for a poor and low-born 
man like me ? ” The courtiers reported David’s words to 
Saulj and Saul replied, 41 Tell David that the ting has no desire 
for any purchase price, other than a hundred Philistines' fore¬ 
skins, by way of taking vengeance on the king’s enemies.”— 
Bat Saul reckoned on David’s falling fay the hands of the 
Philistines.—The courtiers accordingly took -this message to 


* Wanting in LXX. 

• MT “my clan" (?> 

MT inserts a sentence not in LXX wfaidi seems to mean.“And Seal 
said to David, * Yon may now become my «w-in-law twice over. ’" 
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David, and then it teemed to him an excellent tray-of becoming 
the king** eon-in-law. 1 .‘So he jet about it, and went 

oat with hu men, lolled ouehundred*af the Philistines, faoaght 
their foreskins, 3 and counted them oat in fall tale? to the king, 
that so he might become hie son-in-law. Saul then gave him 
his daughter Micfaal in marriage. But Saul saw that Yahweh 
was with David, and that fall Israel* loved him; and he waa 
more afraid of David than ever. 

•xviii. 29b, jo. Saul now cherished unremitting enmity 
to David. Bat as often as the Philistine generals took the 
field, David scored greater successes than all the rest of 
Saul’s servants, and Us reputation stood very high. 

xix. r-io. Saul now talked with Jonathan and his whole 
court of having David put to death. Now Jonathan, Saul’s 
son, had a strong affection for David; 

So Jonathan told David that his father Saul meant to 
kill him, and said, “ Be on your guard in the morning, and 
%eep yourself closely hidden. 9 I on my part will come 
out and stand at my father’s side in the fields where you 
are. I will speak of you with my-father, and if I note 
. anything suspicions I will let yon know.” 6 

And he spoke well of him to Saul his hither, and said,** Let the 
king beware of wronging his servant David, for he has never 
wronged yon, and his actions have been greatly to your advantage. 
Far he took Us life in his hand that time when he slew the 
Philistine, whereby Yahweh wrought a great victory for all 
Israel; yon saw it yourself and rejoiced. Why, then, should 
you incur the guilt of innocent blood, by killing David for no 
reason at all ? ” So Saul yielded to Jonathan’s remonstrance, 
and swore an oath by the life of Yahweh that he should not be 

pat to death. Jonathan then sent fin David, and told him 

+ 

1 * MT intern “ and the tuna bad dm expired H ; not in tXX. 

•LXX} MT 20a. 

5—3 Luc., etc. 

*—* LXX; MT “ha A—ght* MuhaL” 

3-3 So LXX. 

6 Tfce precedinf Tenet appe ar to have been inerted ham another 
document. 
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I 

exriythhtgi he broogbthimto Said, and be was in dn njtd 
p W BM & JB 4rf <M. 

Btt m the^war was renewed Bavid led an expedition against 

and defeated them with great slaughter, potting 
tint to fight. llieu an erf spirit from Yahweh came on Saul, 
as sat in J& house^ spear in hand. While David was playing 
on theharp, Saul tried to pin him to the wall with the spear. 
Bs| David jumped aside before Saul, to that he stock the spear 
into the Wall ; whik David saved himself by flight. ° 9 

nix. 11-17. *That night 1 Saul sent agents to watch 
David’s house, meaning to m him in the morning, Michal 
his wife told David of this and said, ** Unless you make good 
your escape this night, to-morrow you will be a dead man. 0 
So she kt him down through the window, and David fled 
and got clear away. Muhal then took the household ' 
idol,” and laid it on the bed, with a flyeet -(#)* of goats’ 
hair at in head, and coveted it with a garment; and when 
Saul sent messengers to seine David, she told them that he 
was sick. Saul sent the messengers back to see David, 
with orders to bring him, bed and all, that he might kill 
him. The messengers came, and lo 1 there was the idol 
on the bed, and the fly-net of goats’hair at its head! Saul 
said to Michal, “ Why have you deceived me thus, letting 

> my enemy go and make his escape I" Michal answered, 

** It was he who made me let him go, for he threatened to 
kill me.” 

xix. 18-xx. la. David with Samutl at Ratpab. —When 
David had made his escape, he came to Samuel at Ramah, 
and told him all that Saul had done to him; and he and 
fa"*"*! went and stayed in the ^prophets’ quarters* 

. When Saul was informed that David was there, he sent 
emissaries to apprehend him. But when "they* saw the 
group of prophets in ecstatic frenzy, with Samuel presiding 
over them, the spirit of God came on Saul’s messengers, 

*—* So LXX, etc. 

* Hcb. " TentpUm." 

3 umbimj of the VUnl IS nn n^ilalti 

'4—4 Bek “ Nsioth,” which may he a prop er name; though ni»A mi 
bndlf Inga enough to ban another locality within it. 
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and they too were seined with the ecstasy. Saul, hearing of 
this, rat other messengers; and they were taken in 
the same way. Yet a dhd tue he tost messengers ; and 
they weresefeedalso. Atlasthehimsettsetont forl&nfh, 
and «nn<«g to the astern of the Hhreshing-floor onthe 
knoll,* he inquired where Samuel and David were ; and 
was told, “Why, in the prophets’ quarters in Ramah.** 
But as he'went as "from® there, the spirit of God came on 

• him too, and he walked along in an ecstasy till he reached 
the prophets’ quarters in Ramah. There he threw off his 
clothes Hfce the rest, and raved before Samuel, till he fell 
down in a swoon, and lay naked all that day and all the 
next night. Hence arose the saying, u Is Sul also among 
the prophets ? * 

David then fled from the prophets* quarters in Ramah, 
and came 

^ _ 

5. 0 x 710*1 Flight from Saul's Court (xx. i&-ni. 15). 

(1) Jonathan warns David of bis Danger (xx. 1^-42). 

The beginning of this narrative seems to have been lost » 
the process of compilation. DavicTand Jonathan are ahne 
together ; and David — 

• • • asked Jonathan to his face: “What lave I done i 
What wrong or fault does your, father think I have committed, 
that he seeks my life I ** Hie replied, “ impossible 1 Your 
Jife irin bo danger. Just consider 1 My father does nptldng, 
.great or small, but he takes me into his confidence: why. should 
he hide a thing like this from me i There is nothing ih this.* 
But David still protested and said, “Your father is weR aware 
that you are on friendly terms with me, and naturally he.has 
.said to himself, * Jonathan must not know of this, or it .would 
grieve him.* But as surety as Yahweh lives, and you are alive, 
there is just a step between me. and death.** Jonathan -then 
offered to do anything that David might suggest; and David 
nude the following proposal: .“ You know,** he said, “ that it 
is Hew Moon to-morrow, when I ought to dine with the ling. 
Let me go, then, and hide myself outside the town till the 




Ifyowfather muses, me at all* you can say, 
t leave from me to pay a flying viritto Bethleba^ 
known dtp, where thcanmwl sacrifice is to take place for all 
flagella.'' U hethenexpresBes Biinietf as satisfied, 1 am in no 
dariger; bat ifhe flams op in a passion, you may be sore that he 
isbetit cm my destruction. Do me this favour, seeing you hare 
entered into a "solemn covenant* with your servant. Or, if 


any-guilt Kes on me, kill me youreelf; but don't give me over 
toyour father.” “lleaven forbid I ” exclaimed Jonathan : ** If 
I ihoold discover that my father is bent on destroying you, I 
will certainly inform yon of that.” “ But,” said David, “ who 
mil bring me word, “in the event 0 of your father giving you 
a hank answer ? ” 


(a*. 11*17. onrtbfr Scarce.) • • • Jonathan said 
to David, “Come, let us go out into the country.” -So 
they went out together. Jonathan then spoke to David 
as follows: u Yahweh, God of land, 3 be witness 9 I When 
I sound my father about this time to-morrow, 4 4 if 

I .find him well disposed to David, I will certainty send 
for you then, and nuke it known to you. If on the other 
hand my father has made, up his mind to destroy you, 
then may God's 9 heaviest curse light on Jonathan, if I do 
not disclose it you, and let yon go away in safety. And 
may Yahweh be with you, as he has been with my father 1 
6 Only, I ask* that as long as I am alive you will show me 
the kindness of Yahweh; and_that if I die you will never 
withdraw your kindness from, my house. And when 
Yahweh shall have cut off from the ground David's 
enemies to the last man, should Jonathan's °name° be 
cut off from the house of David, may Yahweh exact 
vengeance for it at the hand of 7 7 David 1 ” And 


1 — 1 MT “ of the thinl day,” rightly omitted by LXX. 

*—* Lit. " covenant of Yahweh/' 

3~~ 9 Inserted from Syr. 

4— * MT “ the third day." 

9 So LXX preserving the usual formula $ MT “ Yahweh’*/' 
ir® Following LXX. The construction is my involved. 

7 — 7 MT “ the enemies of.” 
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Jonathan again tonne to David 1 fay his love far hint; far 
he loved bun as his om fife* 

Jonathan replied, “To-morrow bong New Moon, you wifi 
be when your'seat a seen to be empty. On the tfibd 

day, when yon tnQ ham "been way much missed,* come, to the 
place where yon hid yourself oa the day of the Action,* and 
remain beside *yonder monad, I wifi then on the thud day* 
shoot snows by the aide of it, as if shooting at a mark; and 
wifi send my lad to find the arrow.* Then if I say to the 
youth, u See, the arrow* is on this side of yon; take it up l* 
yon may come, far all is well with you; there is nothing to 
fear, as Yahweh fives. But if I say to the youth, “ See the arrow 
is beyond you,** then go; far Yahweh sends you away. And 
as far die word which yon and I ham spoken to era other, 
Yahweh is °the witness 0 between you and me far ever.** So 
David went into hiding in-the open co untr y. 

When the New Moon came, the king took his seat at table to 
eat. The king sat in his usual place on the seat by the wafi. 
Jonathan fast feeing 6 him, and Abner at Saul’s ode, aide 
David’s place was meant. Saul made no remark that day; 
far he thought something might have happened to David to 
make him unclean, and he had not been able to purify himself. 
But the next day, the second day of the New Moon, when he 
noticed David’s place still empty, Sadi said to his son Jonathan, 
“ Why has the son of Jesse not come to table either yesterday 
or to-day ? ” Jonathan answered, H David asked leave of me 
logo as far as Bethlehem. He said, * Do let me go, far we have 
a dan sacrifice in the city, and my brothers °have invited me.° 
So, if you hold me dear, let me off to see my brothers.’ That 
is why he does not come to the royal table.” Then Saul burst 
out in anger against Jonathan, and said, “ Son of a strumpet* 

*— 1 LXX; MT “made Dan) •mac/’ 

*—* LXX. 

S Aa aUosaon to aome unknown episode in David** enter. 

* After LX 3 ^ etc } MT unintelligible. 

» MT "snow*." 

*— 6 unt- 

7 Or^ **a iunr«wsy slave {£d.” 





that you are I Do I not know that you are Hn league 1 with 
the eon of Jesse, to your own shame and the «hame of your 
mother's womb f For so bog as the eon of Jesse fives above the 
ground, neither you nor your kingship is secure. Send far him 
at once and bring hini to me; for he is deserving of death.” 
Jonathan answered Ms father by asking, ** Why should be be 
put to death f What has he done f ** Then Saul hauled his 
spear at him to stake him. But when Jonathan saw that 
David's death was folly resolved on by his father, he rose faun 
the table in hot wrath, having eaten nothing on that second day 
of the New Moon; for he was heart-sore for David, because 
Ms father had maligned him. 

Next morning Jonathan went oat into the country, to the 
place arranged with David, taking a young lad with Mm. He 
said to the lad, “-Ron, now, and find the arrow® which I shall 
shoot 1 ” And as the lad ran, he shot the arrow so as to fly 
beyond Mm. When the lad came to where the arrow lay that 
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan called after Mm, ** Isn't the arrow 
beyond yon i ” And again he cried after him, “ Quick 1 
Hurry up! Don't stand there! ” So Jonathan's lad 
up the arrow and “brought it® to his master. But the lad knew 
nothing; only Jonathan and David ..knew what it meant. 
® 0 David then rose and went away, while Jonathan returned 

to the city. 

"Jonathan then handed his weapons to his lad, and bade 
Mm go and take them to the city. When the boy was gone 
David rose up from the side of the “mound,® prostrated 
himself, and bowed three times to the earth. They kissed 
each other, and wept on each other, ®and David wept 
longest® (?). At last Jonathan said, “ Go in peace, 
we two have sworn by the name of Yahweh, that Yahweh 
will be ®witnctt® between you and me, and between your 
descendants and mine in evermore 1 ** 

(2) Davids Visit to AhmtUch at Nob (xri. 1-9). 

David then came to Nob, to AMmelech the priest. AMmelech 
was alarmed fay David's arrival, and said, “ Why are you alone 

*—* LXX 

* These venes (4042a) mist the whole point of Jonathan's signal to 
David, and most have beat added later. 
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and unattended ? ” David answered, “ The ting hat entrusted 
me with a <*ri-ain wiiari«n t and said that no one must know 
anything of the errand on which he has sent me or the business 
he has charged me with ; so I have hnade an appointment with 1 
my men to meet me at a place I must not name. Bat now, 
°if° you have five loaves of bread to spare, give them to me, or 
whatever you can lay your hands on.” The priest replied. 

There is no common bread in my possession, bat there is 
sacred bread; have your young men at last kept themselves 
from women i ” a “ O certainly! ” said David, in answer to 
the priest. “ Women had been taboo to us for some days when 
I came away, so that the men’s equipment was holy, although 
this is no sacred expedition; much more are they holy in their 
equipment to-day (?).** Then the priest gave him sacred 
bread; for there was no bread there except the shrtr-hread, 
which is taken from Yahwoh’s presence to be replaced by fresh 
bread on the day when it is removed. 

But there was present that day one of Saul’s servants, who 
was under restraint before Yahweh: his name was Doeg,— 
Edomite, the °most stalwart of Saul’s runners 0 (?). 

David then said to Ahimelech, “ Have you no spear or sword 
at hand here ? I came away without my sword or weapons; 
the ting’s command was so urgent.” The priest answered, 
“ There is the sword of Goliath the Philistine whom you slew 
in the valley of Elah; it is wrapped in a covering behind the 
epbod 3 . If you care to take that you may have it; there is 
. nothing else here.” u There is none like it 1 ” 'said David; 
“ Give me it.” 

(3) David at Gath (xxi. 10-15), 4 

David set out that day on his flight from Saul, and came 
to Achiah, king of Gath. The courtiers of Achish said to 
him, w Why! this is David,' the ting of the country— 
he of whom they used to sing, * Saul has slain his thousands: 
David his tens of thousands ! ’ ” When David realised the 
import of these words he was very much afraid of Achish 

■ 

*—* The interpretation of David's answer is extreraeb precarious. 

3 See p. 13, n. a*. 

4 Hus episode, in new of xrrii. a B t can hardly be historical. 
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tk Hng tf Gath. So he feigned insanity ,4 befofe° them, 
and feband £h a madman In their hands, °banging° on 
the doors of the gates, and letting lus saliva ran down his 
beard. Achish said to Us courtiers, “ Look! Yon see the 
man is a hmatk; why do yon bring him to me i Have / 
any lack of lunatics, that joo have brought me this one to 
pester me with his mad antics 1 Would you have this 
man enter my house ? ” 

■ 

6. David’s Advshtuies as ah Outlaw, hunted by Saul 
(xm.-xxvi.). 

(1) David n Jdaffan and Moab (xxii. 1-5). 

Departing thence, David made his escape to the mountain- 
fastness 1 of AduHam; and when Us brothers and all his family 
connections heard of this they came down to him there. There 
gathered round him also all sorts of men in distress, men who 
were in debt, discontented men; and he herein* their captain. 
He had thus about 400 men under him. 

From there he went to [Mizpeh in] Moab, and requested the 
king of Moab that his father and mother might ^remain* with 
them till he should see what God would do for him. So he 
left them at the court of the king of Moab, and they stayed 
with him as long as David was in the fastness. But Gad the 
prophet said to David, u You must not stay in the fastness, but 
leave it and betake yourself to the land of Judah.” So David 
left, and came to the forest of Hereth. 

(2) 7 be Massacre of the Priests of Nob (xxii. 6-23). 

In due time Saul learned that David and his men had been 
discovered. Now Saul was at the time bedding court at Gibeah, 
sitting spear in hand under the tamarisk-tree *bn the high- 
place, 1 with all his courtiers round him. Addressing the courtiers 
as they stood round him, Saul said, “ Men of Benjamin, listen 
tome! Will the son of Jesse give all of you farms and vineyards, 
and make all of you commanders of regiments and companies 

1 MX ** cm." 

*“-* LXX; MT “ in Ramah," er “ on the height (?).” 
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that [you have tH c omp i red against me, and that do one let me 
loevitoajiDBeB^toieaogimim 
mdf that none of you *had the kindness* to inform me that ay son 
had set up my servant as a rival* to me, tail now - plainly the rsrs t n 
Here Dcieg the Edomite, who was qtandmg near tike courti ers 
Saul, spoke oat and said, “I mr the son of Jesse come to 
Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahhnb, who consulted Yshweh 
for him, and supplied him with provisions, and gave him the 
sword of Goliath the Philistine.” Thereupon die king sent 
and summoned Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, the priest, and 
all his brethren the priesthood of Nob. When they hid all 
come to the king, Saul said, “ Hear me, son of Ahitub 1 ” 
Ahimelech answered, "At your service, my hud!” Saul 
ocmtinwed, “ Why have yon conspired against me with the son 
of Jesse, giving him food and a swo rd , end consulting God for 
him, in order that he might rise np as a rival* to me, as dearly 
appears to-day t ” Ahimelech said in answer to the king, 
** Who that of all your servants was so much to be trusted as 
David—the king’s son-in-law, the captain of year bodyguard, 
and honoured in your house f Or is this the first time I have 
consulted God for him ? I repel the charge 1 Let the king 
lay no imputation on his servant [or his father’s house}'; for 
your servant has no knowledge whatever of all this.” hit the 
ling replied, "You must die, Ahimelech, you and all your 
brethren.” Then the king gave an order to his runners who 
were standing by him: “ Come forward, and day the priota 
nf-Yahweh; because they too are hond-in-glove with David, 
• for when they knew that he was fiedng'fnau me they did not 
let me know.” But the king’s servants refused to lift a hand to 
strike down the priests of Yshweh. Then the king turned to 
Doeg with the order to come forward and strike down the 
priests. So Doeg the Edomite came forwa rd arid he fell on 
the priests, killing that day eighty-five men who wore the linen 
ephod.* In Nob also, the city of the priests, he (Saul f) put to 
the sword men and women, children and sucklings, cattle, asses 
and sheep. 

1 i 

1 * 1 ■ ■■■■ " ■■ T 1 11 . 

*—* These words are perhaps a variant reading of the following danse. 

*-■ LXX. 

3 LXX. 

* See p. 13 . 
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. Bttoneaonaf Ahinwlechthe soft of Ahitabescaped: namely 
Afcisjibflr, i*bo fled after David,'and told him that Saul had 
dam the priests of Yahweh. David said, “ 1 knew at the time, 
whan I saw Doeg the Edomite there, that he would be sure to 
tell Sauh I I am responsible 1 for the Uvea of all jour father’s 
house. Bot do joo remain with me, and have no fear ; for 
the man who seeks jour life seeks mine also. With me jou are 

in safe keeping.” 

■ 

(3) Dmrid rdmtts KeUab from ibe PhiUstmos (mu. 1-13). 

Information then readied David that the Philistines were 
besieging Krilah and pillaging the threshing-floors. Thereupon 
he consulted Yahweh: “Shall I go and attack these Philistines? ” 
and the answer was: “Go, and you will defeat the Philistines 
and relieve Krilah.” But David’s men objectcdand said, “ We.. 
are in constant fear here (m Judah ?]; how much more If we 
go to Krilali against the forces of the Philistines! ** So David 
again consulted Yahweh, who answered, “ Rise, and go down to 
Kokh, for I will deliver the PhiUstines into your hand.” David 
then went with his men to Kedah, and fought the Philistines, 
and carried off their cattle, inflicting a severe defeat upon them. 
Thus David relieved the people of Krilah. 

When Saul was told that David had come to Krilah, he said, 

“ God has "delivered 0 him into my hand 5 he has cut off his 
escape by entering a city with gates and bus.” So Saul called 
out all the people for war, meaning to go down to Ke»l«h and 
besiege David and his men. “Now when Abiathar the son of 
Ahimclcch had fled to David, he came down to Krilah with the 
ephod.* So when David perceived that Saul was scheming 
mischief against him, he said to Abiathar, “ Bring the ephod 
here!” Then he prayed, w O Yahweh, God of Israel, thy servant 
has heard that Saul intends to come to Krilah, to destroy the 
city on my account, a s And now, will Saul oome down as 
thy servant has heard ? Yahweh, God of Israel, make it known 
to thy servant.” Yahweh answered, “ He wilL” David then 

v 

*-* LXX. 

9—4 TraiupOttd from the beginning of the paragraph. See p. 13. 

*—S MT insert* wrongly “Will die orient* of Keibh nunnder me to 
him ?" (See next rone.) LXX omit*. 
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adeed, “ WiH the ataeris of Edbh surrender meand nay nun 
to Saul?” Answer: “ Titty will*” Gn this David got up, 
■tid marched oat of Krifah with hit troop—-about 600 1 men— 
and they went roving about wherever they could. And when 
Sand learned that David had escaped from Ketlsh he broke off 
the expedition* 

(4) David m Ztpb and Mom (son. 14-29). 

After this David remained in the wilderness in hill-fastnesses, 
keeping to the mountainous country pn the wfidemees of 
23 ph]; and though Sanl sought him cantmually God did not 
give him into his power. 

But David was afraid, knowing that. Saul was out after 
his life—he was at this time at Hcnesh in the wilderness of 
Ziph* But Jonathan, Saul** son, set out and went to David 
in Hbresh, and encouraged him in the name of God, saying 
to him, “ Have no fear I The hand of Saul my father 
shall never reach you; you shall yet be king over Israel, 
and I shall be second to you; and that my father Saul 
knows right well.” And they two made a covenant before 
Yahweh. And David remained in Hbresh, while Jonathan 
returned home. ~ ,i 

1 ■ J 

Certain Ziphites, however, went up to Saul at Oibeah, and 
said, “ Do you know that David is hiding in fastnesses near us 
in Horesh [in the hill of Hachfloh, south of this Desolatum]* 1 
So, whenever it is your pleasure, O King, to come down to us, 
comet rod we will see to it that he is delivered into the tinges 
hands.” Saul answered, “ The blessing of Yahweh be on you, 
since you show kindly feeling for me! Go, then, and take 
further measures: find out "quickly 0 the place where his foot 
rests; for they tell me he is very wily. Bind this out every 
lurking-place where he hides him—Jf, and come back to me 
without fail*; and I will go with you. If be is in the country 
at all I will ferret him out from aU the townships of Judah.” 

-— .. ■ ... r, -1—~ 

1 LXX 400. 

* Pnbablj borrowed from mi. 1. 

3 Heb. ** Jwhimon "—rirtmUy a proper name. 

4 A'-vawat of the preceding sentence, wasting is LXX (but pmfcebfr 
scribal enor in MT—En.]. 
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■8b they departed aad went on beforeSaul to Ziph. Bat David 
and bEenm werenow in the wilderness of Maoa, in the steppes 
to da tooth of the Desolation. 

- When Saul and hit men tet oat to seek him, David, being 
informed of it, went down to the did Hint is 1 in the wilderness 
of Mean; and Sanl, at soon aa he heard this, followed David 
into the wilderness of Maon. Saul ‘and hit men* went by one 
side of the mountain; David and his men by the other; 
David burying to get away from Saul, while Sanl and his men 
were on the point of surrounding David and his men, and 
capturing than. Just then a messenger brought Said the 
tidings that the Philistines had invaded the country, urging 
him to come with all speed. So Saul left off the pursuit of 
David and marched against the Philistines. Hence that place 
gets the name of u Separation Cliff/ 1 David then went np- 
from there, and made his abode in the fastnesses, above Engedi. 

A 

h- 

(5) At Engedi : David spam SauFs Life (nh. i-aa). 

When Saul returned from his campaign against the 
Philistines, he was told that David was in the wilderness of 
Engedi. Then he took 3,000 picked men out of all Israel and 
set ant in search of *David, While his men were on the east 
of the Chamois Rocks, Soul himself* came to the sheepfoftdt 
on the wayside; where there is a cave into which he entered to 
relieve himself, not knowing that David and his men were 
larking in the recesses of the cave. David’s men said to him, 
“ See I This is the day that Yabweh foretold when he mid, 
* 1 will pat your enemy in yoar p o wer , to do to him as yon 
like/” 4 But David answered, ** God keep me from doing such 
a thing to my lord, the anointed of Yahweh, or laying hands on 
him, seeing he is Yahweh’s anointed j ” Thus David sharply 
rebuked his followers, and would not allow them to do Saul 
any harm. 4 Then he rose and secretly cut off the edge of the 
mantle that Saul was wearing. But afterwards David’s 

*—* SoLXX. 

LXX, etc. 

3—J Or (following the punctuation of Ml) 11 David and hitmen pn the 
cMLof the Cbamoit Soda j end.** 

* Fv fa 6 Buwpoi e d to fallow 8a. 
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conscience emote him for having cot off the edge of Sauft 
"mantle* 

So when Saul had risen and left tbe cave and gone along 
the toad, David rose alter him, and stepping oat af the awe- 
called after Saul,“ My lord long! 8 Saw Inked behind him, 
and David bowed in homage with his face to the ground, and. 
spoke thns to SauL: “ Why do you Eaten to the talk afthose who 
say that David wants to harm yoa t You have seen this day 
with yoor own eyes how when Yahweh pat it in my power 
° ° to HO yoa in the cave X I refused to do it.* I spared you 

and said, * I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he ia 
the anointed of Yahweh.’ See, my father! Here is a piece 
of your mantle in nay hand. Since I cot off the edge of your 
mantle when I might have killed you, yoa may know for certain 
that there is neither malice nor treason in my heart; 1 have 
never, wronged you, although you are watching your opportunity 
to take my life. Let Yahvreh judge between you and me ; 
let Yahweh avenge me upon you; bat «ry hand shall not he 
against yon. 9 9 And, after all, on whom ia the king of 

lead making war i Whom are yon hnnting ? A dead dog! 
A solitary flea 1 May Yahweh be judge and decide between ns f 
May he see to it, and maintain my cause, and vindicate my tight 
against you I w 

When David stopped speaking thus to Said [Seal said," Is 
that your voice, David, my atm 1 "p Saul wept aloud, and 
said to David, ** You are in the right, and I in the wrong; for 
jRMthave done a good turn to me, while I have done you harm. 
And yon have this day *put the c row n on all* your'goodness 
to me, by refraining from killing me, when Yahweh had pot me 
ia your power. When a man has his enemy at his mercy, does 
he send him safely on his way f May Yahweh reward you 
richly for what you have done to me to-day! And now I 
know that you will undoubtedly be king, and that through yoa 

*— 1 So LXX. 

9 —* " Ai tbe old proverb has it: Fran the nicked proceed* vridadam, 
but my hand dull not be agsinrt you." The verse bn been inserted by e 
ecribe who thought he knew the old oyuft quoted in Dnid’e last words. 
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tie malm of fend iriE be strengthened. Swear tome, there¬ 
fore, by Yahwch, that you will not toot out my offspring after 
me, nor efface my name ftom my father** house.** David 
tu rn s thus to Saul; and Sanl went home; but David and 
his men went up to the fastness. 

(6) Asm i sports SaaTj Lift si As HiU of Hotbtiob (xxri.)— a 
ptraUsl surr&ot is (5). 

The Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah with the news that 
David was hiding *near them 1 [in the hill of Hachilah, 
facing the Desolation}. So Said went down at once to 
the wilderness of Ziph, taking with him 3,000 picked men 
of Israel, to hunt far David in the wilderness of Ziph. 
Saul encamped on the hill of Hachilah, facing the 
Desolation, on die road, while David kept to the wilderness;. 
And seeing that Saul had followed him to the wilderness, 
David sent out spies, and ascertained beyond doubt that 
Saul had come. Thereupon David got up and came to 
die place *[wbere Saul was encamped; and having seen 
the place} 9 where Saul was lying asleep with Abner the 
son of Ner, his commander-in-chief—Sanl was lying 
within the entrenchment, and the troops camping around 
him—he spoke to Ahimelech the Hittite, and Abishoi the 
son of Zeroiah, JoaVs brother, and said, u Which of yon 
will go down with me to Sanl in the camp l ** Abishai 
answered, “I will. 1 * So David and Abishai came to the 
army by night; and there was Saul lying asleep within 
the entrenchment, with his spear stuck in the ground at 
his head, and Abner and die men sleeping around him. 
Said Abishai to David, ** God has given your enemy into 
your hand this day! I will just pin him to the earth with 
his own spear—a single stroke ; no more!** David answered 
Abishai, “ You must not murder him; for who ever 
hid hands on Yahweh’s anointed and was held guiltless ? 
By the life of Yahwch, no! ** he continued. “ Either 
Yahweh will smite him, or he will die a natural death, 
or he will fail in battle; but the Lord forbid that 1 should 



Omitted by LXX. 


put forth my hand against the anointed of Yahweh! 
Meanwhile, take the spear that is at his head and the 
water-jug, and let us be off.” So they “took® the spear 
and the jug from Saul’s head and came away. And no 
one saw or heard or woke up; for they were all plunged 
in a deep dumber caused by Yahweh. 

David then crossed to the opposite side of the valley, 
and standing at a distance on the top of the hill, so that a 
great space lay between, he shouted to the people and to 
Abner the son of Ner: rt Why don’t you answer, Abner 7 ” 
Abner called back, ** Who are you, calling up the king 7 * 
David answered, u You are a fine man t The like of yon 
is not in Israel 1 Why then have you not kept watch over 
your lord the king 7 Why 1 one of the people has come 
through to murder the long, your master. It is not a 
very soldierlike thing, this that yon have done 1 By the 
life of Yahweh, but you all deserve death for not guarding 
your master, die anointed of Yahweh. Look now where 
the king’s spear is, and where the water-jug, that were at 
his head.” 


But Saul now recognised David’s .voice, and said, “ Is 
that your voice, David my son 7 ” * It is, my lord king I ” 
answered David. ** Why,” he went on, “ does my kid 
pursue his servant 7 What have I done 7. What evil 
is there in my hands 7 Let the kingj then, listen to what 
his servant has to say: If it be Yahweh who has incited 
-you against me, let him be appeased by an offering; but 
if it be men who have done it, may they be accursed before 
Yahweh; for they have expelled me this day from the 
fellowship of Yahweh’s people, and said in effect, * Away! 
serve other gods.’ Bat now, let not my blood he spilt 
on the earth far from the presence of Yahweh * for the 
king of Israel has come out to hunt “for my life, as the 
hawk 1 hunts the partridge in the mountains.” Saul said: 
“I have sinned! Come baek^ my ion David; I will not 
harm you any more, since you have prized my life highly 
this day. Oh, I have acted foolishly, and gone very far 
astray! ” David said in reply, “ Here is the king’s spear: 


LXX; MT " ■ tingle flea, a one.” 


let-one of the young men come over and fetch it. And 
Yahweh will reward every man according to hit rectitude 
and hi* fidelity; when Yahweh pat you in my power this 
day, I would not lay my hand on the anointed of Yahweh. 
As jneciousas your life was to me this day, so precious may 
mine be to Yahweh, and may he rescue me from every 
danger 1 ** Saul said to David, “ God bless you, my son 
David! You will certainty succeed in ail you undertake.” 

David then went his way, and Saul returned home. 

{ft David and Nabal (xxv.). 

. \ [About this time Samuel died, and all Israel assembled 
and mourned for him, and he was buried in his own house 
at Ramah. David went down to the wilderness of Maon. 1 ] 

Now in Maon there was a man who had a farm atCarmel 
—a man of substance, owning [j,ooo sheep and 1,006 goats— 
and for the time he was at the sheep-shearing in Carmel. The 
man's name was Nabal, and his wife's name Abigail; the woman 
was sensible and good-looking, but the man was rude and 
ill-natured—a regular Calebs te. 

David, then, having heard in the wilderness that Nabal was 
shearing his sheep, sent ten young men with the following 
instrnctfons: “ Go up to Carmel; get an interview with Nabal, 
and give him my compliments. “Address him as my brother,* 
and say, * Good Inch to you, and good luck to your household, 
and to all that is yours 1 I have just heard that you are engaged 
in sheep-shearing. Now your shepherds have been in our 
neighbourhood, and we have not ill-used them, nor have they 
lost anything all the time they have been in Carmel. Ask 
your servants, and they will tell yon that it is so. Look kindly 
therefore, on these young men—all the more that we come at a 
festive season—and give whatever yon can lay your hand on 
*to your servants, and 3 to your son David.' ” David's men came 
and delivered this message to Nabal in David's name, and 
paused for his reply. But all the answer they got from Nabal 
was, “ Who is David ? Who is the son of Jesse ? There are 

1 LXX; MT * Penn.*' 

J — a Aa obscure expnrnaa. 

>™4 Sane texts of LXX omit these word*. 
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many servants now-a-dayi who break loose bom thdr marten. 
And I, forsooth, mart take my bread arid wine, 1 and the bents 
I have slaughtered for my own shearers, and give them to men 
as to whom I do not know where on earth they have come from | J *. 
Upon this David’s men took their way back to David, and tolc 
him all that had happened. David then gave the order to ha 
men, “ Every man gird on his sword i w So they all girt GO 
their swords, and David did the same; and they marched cat 
after David some 400 strong, while 200 remained with the 
baggage. 

In the meantime one of the servants had told Abigail, Nabal's 
wife: w Look here I David has sent-messengers bom the 
wilderness to salute cor master, and he has fallen out with them. 
And really the men were very good to os; we were not molested, 
nor did we miss anything all the time we were in their company 
while we wen on the moots. They were like a wall round ns - 
by day and by night as long as we wen near them tending *1“ 
flocks. Now consider and see what is to be done; for min 
threatens oar master and all his household. As for him, he 
is such a fiend that there is no speaking to him.** 

Abigail then hurriedly got together 2 qq loaves of bread, two 
skins of wine, five sheep ready for cooking, five pecks* of p arch ed 
com, too bunches of raisins and 200 fig-cakes, and pot mem on 
asses, telling the servants to go on before her, and she would 
follow. Bat to her husband Nabal she said not a word. 

As she was riding down on her ass under cover of the biU, 
Dajjd -and his men were mafehing down opposite to her, 40 
that die came upon them suddenly. Now David had been 
thinking, “ For nothing at aD I have guarded the whole oif this 
man’s pr o p er ly in the wilderness, so that nothing belonging to 
him was lost; and now he returns evil for my good., hjlay 
God’ll heaviest vengeance light on 9 . 9 ’David, if I leave a 
single male of hb by morning light! ” 

Now when Abigail saw David, she di smo unted quiddy bom 
her ass, and fell tan her face before him* in humble deference. 

- - ■ - ■ -- .- 1 - —..^- 

1 LXXj MT "water*.” 

* “ Scab n (one-third of an Ephah). 
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Tlinnit% fawtilf n'lih film ibiiUi 'Qi wiiMy Br Mi 

be tfejpOtr : JiCt yOOT sped: to feat freely, and 

pray heir What she has to say. My hud should paynoheed 
to thfevife creature Nabal, who Is just what his name aay 
Ntfoft^dkuil) he is by name, anddmri by nature—and I, your 

£d not see the young men whom my had eat. 
[Truly, my had, as surely as Yahweh lives, 0 0 who ha* kept 
yon -fiom incurring tdoodguilt and taking your revenge into 
jworown hand, I could wish that your enemies and those who 
seek to Injure ay lord might be as NabaLJ 1 And now, this 
presen t which year maidservant has brought for my lo rd l et 
it be given to the young men who accompany my lord. Forgive 
your handmaid her offence; for Yahweh will assuredly build 
for my loud a lasting dynasty, because you are fighting the 
batdes^of Yahweh, and no wickedness will be found in you all 
your days. And "should a man .arise 0 to persecute ymr"and 
seek your life, may my hud’s soul be bound np in the handle of 
life with Yahweh your God, while he slings away the souls of 
your enemies as from the potteh of ailing! Yi/n»-whenYahweh 
brings to pass all the good winch he has promised yon, and 
appoints you prince over Israel—then my lord's conscience will 
be clear of the compunction and remorse that would fellow 
shedding bipod unnecessarily, and seeking redress “by his own 
hand.* And when Yahweh bring* good fortune to my lord, 
thinV of your handmaid/* 

David replied to Abigail, “ AQ praise to Yahweh the God of 
Israel, for sending you to meet me this day! Blessings also on 
your good sense and on yourself, who have kept me back this 
day from the guilt of bloodshed, and from taring my revenge 
into my own hand! But truly, by the Hfe of Yahweh the God 
of Israel, who has kept me from doing yon harm, if you had not 
come so pr o mptl y to meet me* there would not have been left 
a a’sjfe mate of Nibal*s by morning light.** David then 
accepted the present she had brought for him, saying to herself, 
** Go home in peace! See, I yield to your request, and have 
tre ate d you with respect.** 

When Abigail got back to Nabal, she found him feasting like 


in prematurely. 
Inserted from LXX. 




a long in his house, and m a ray Jovial mood; but aa he was 
very drunk she add nothing to him till the next day* Ja the 
morning, when Nabol hod dept off hie debauch, and hiswife 
told him what had happened, *he Lid an apoplectic fit, 1 andJay 
like a stone. About ten days lata, Yahweh sent a strain on 
Nabsl, and he died. 

On heaiingof Natal's death David exclaimed, u Blessed be 
Yahweh who has avenged the inmhdone to me by Nabol, and 
held bock his aervant from doing wrong; but has caused Natal's 
wickedness to recoil on his own bead l M Then he sent and 
paid his addresses to Abigail with ■ view to marriage. And 
when David’s men came to AHgail at Carmel, and told her that 
David had sent them to take her home as his wife, she rose, 
bowed her face to the ground, and said, w Why I Your hand¬ 
maid is ready to be a slave-girl to wash the feet of my lad’s 
servants.* 1 So she rose quickly, and, riding on an ass, accompanied 
by ha five maids on foot, she followed David's messen gers, 
ami became hit wife. 

Now David had already married Ahinoam of jezrad, so he 
had them both for wives. But Saul had given his daughter 
Michal, whom David had merAd, to_Palti the ton of £aiah, 
£roin Gallim. 

h 

7. David amoho the Puiubiinbs (i Sim. xrviL-i Sam. i.). 

(x) Davtd bteomts a, Vassal of Acbisb of Gaib (xrvii.). 

David at last came to the-condition, that sooner or lata he 
-fiiust fall into the hands of Saul. ** The best I can do, n he said 
to himself, M is to make my escape to the Philistine territory; 
then Saul in despair will abandon the search for me within the 
borders of Israel, and I shall escape from his power.” David 
set out accordingly, and with his 600^ men Went ova to Arhiih 
the son of Maoch, king of Gath. SoDavid and his men redded 
with Achuh in Gath; each man with his family, and David 
with his two wivds, Ahinoam of Jeznd, and AbigpiHte widow 
of Nabal of Gurnet And Saul, being informed off Dadd's 
flight to Gath, searched for him no more. 

■ H ‘ F 

1 — 1 Or, “ all mat died oat of Us, sad he lav . . tit, “lb 
heart died within trim." 

* i/rv, ctCg ** fooh* 



towns, whyahouhlyuur servant- live to 

n ffig s nl MfrBctphal ofthe k i n gd pin 1 ^ So Achuh gave Mm 
Zphg^3h«ttlme ^ hence ZIkkgbekmgs to the king* of ^sdaL 


The wfcofetime that David spent in Philistine territorywas 
• yc* 4 andfour month*. During this period he end Jus men 
went out and raided the \ Karaites end Amalekrtea, these 
bring the peoples, inhabiting the region that extends 'from 
TdanjP -towardsShut, as far as the land of Egypt. And every 
time that David raided their land he left neither man nor woman 
alive, but carried off sheep and cattle, asaes and camels, and 
clothing; and retained with them to Achish. If Achish then 
ashed, “ "Where® have yon made a raid to-day ? ” David would 
answer, “ On the Negeb of Judah,” or, “ On the Negsbof-the 
Jerabmeelitcs," or, “ On the Negeb of the Kenltes,” David's 
reason for snaring neither man nor woman to bring home to 
Achish was his fur that they might give information against 

him and his men, "Thus David acted,® and this was his custom 

_ ■ » * 

all the tune he stayed in the country of the Philistines. So 
Achulft-trusted David, ttaiAmg “ He has brought himself into 
disfavour with his countrymen of Israel^ now he will remain 
my vassal ior eve^” 

(2) David narrowly tscafrs having to fight against his ram 
Country (xxviii. 1, a; nix). 

At this time the Philistines mustered their farces for war 
against Israel Achish said to David, “ Yon understand that 
you and your men take the field with me in the army.” “ Quite 
so! ” replied David, “ "now® you shall see what your servant 
can do.” “ Good i ” said Achish, “ for this I make you ahead 
of my bodyguards permanently ” 

.80 the Philistines brought their whole force together at 
Aphek, while the Israelites encamped at the well in Jqiutl. 
Now as the Tyrants* of the Philistines marched past with their 


1 — 1 MT “ Gedmrites and the.*' 

*—• So MSS of LXX $ MT “ from of old.” 
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* Sea note 4, p.19. 
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com pa nies ondregiinents, Dirid aod Ju mm bringing up the 
rear under Aehiah, the FhiEsrineofficexs sud,“ What ait {feme 
Hebrews dning hew I ” Aehiah answered them, “ Wky, this 
is David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel, who has bun with 
me for a pear or °two°; and 1 have found nothing amass in him 
from the day he joined °me° till now.” But the Philistine 
officers got angry with him, and said, “ Send the man back 1 
Let him ret ur n to the quarters yon have assigned to him; but 
he shall not go into battle with ns, or he will z phy the traitor 
to us 1 in the battle. What be t ter waycould such a man find 
to ingratiate with his sovereign than with die heads of 

these men of onrs I Do 70a forget that this is the David of 
whom they need to sing in dances: 

* Saul has slain his riirjnmnJ^ 

David his tens of thousands ’ ? ” 

So Aehiah called David, and said to Mm, M As Yahweh lives, 
I believe-in your honour, and it would please me well if you 
could go in and out with me in the camp; for I have found no 
fault in you from the time you came to me to this day. But 
you are not in favour with the Tyrants. So now turn back, 
and go away peaceably, and do not g ive o ffen ce to the TyrShts of 
the Philistines.” David said to Aehiah, w Bat what have I 
done ? What have yon found in yonr servant from the day 1 
entered your service till now, that l may not crime with 70a 
and fight against the of your majesty 1 ” Aehiah 

answered, “ *Yba° know that in my eyes you are good as the 
Angel of God 1 Only, the Philistine officers have sud that you 
must not go into battle with them. So now yon wiO gat up 
early in the morning, you and the servants of your sovereign 
who have come, with yon, “and go to the place I have «”g««d 
.to you. Cherish no ill-will in your heart—far 1 esteem.yon 
highly*—but just rise in the morning as soon as it is light, and 
go away.” So David and his men rose eady in the molding, 
to depart far the land of the Philistines; while the Philistines 
moved up to JejreeL 


( 3 ) -fli mlf : j jj w/rStt ffo JmMtU t fir tftr 5«& if Ztkkg(xxx.). 


Bf tbe iame David and bis men readied 75 Hag on the third 
cUy,tl£ Afasttelites had made a raid on the Negeb [and ZfUag], 
and had sacked Zbbg and boned it. They had made captives 
crfthe'wcenen “and aH* who were in h, young and old, not tiding 
any dfthexn, butcarrying them off when they departed. So 
Dadd and Ida men came to the city, only to find it boned to 
the ground, and their wives, sons and daughters carried into 
captivity; and they broke into load lamentations, and wept 
tiff they could weep no mare. [David's two wives bad been 
taken captive—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of 
Nabal the Carmelite.] Band how found Kiwwdf in a very 
difficult position; for his followers spoke of stoning him, in 
the bitterness of their grief for their sons and daughters. But 
David kept his courageous trust in Yahweh his God; and said 
to AUatbar the priest, the son of Ahrmelech , u Bring the epkoS* 
to m* hare! ” When Ahiathar had done so, David put the 
question to Yahweh, M Shall I pursue this horde ? Can I 
overtake them ? ” Yahweh answered, “ Pursue them; for 


you will certainly overtake them and recover your property.” 
So David set out withthe 600 men he had, and came to the 


watercourse of Bcsor ° •* Thence he continued the 


pundit with 400 men, leaving behind 200 who were too 
exhausted to oow the watercourse. Then they found an 
Egyptian tying on the plain and brought him to David. They 
gave him some bread and water and a piece of fig-cake Sand two 
bunches of raisins*; and when he had eaten he revived j for he 


had been without food or water for three days and three nights. 
David then asked him, ** To whom do yon belong, and where 
do you come from 1 ” and he answered, “ I am an Egyptian 
youth, tiie slave of an Amakkite, and my master abandone d me 
because I was tabor ill three days ago. We had made an 
incursion into the Negeb of the Grethi [and that which belongs 



and the Negeb of the Calebites; and we burned down 
David said to hint, “Will you guide me to there 


robbers ? ” He answered, “ If you will swear to me by God 


*— 1 So txx. 
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that you will neither kill me nor give me up to toy matter, I 
will gqide yoa to them.” 

When he had guided him down to them, there they were, 
spread over the whole country-ride, eating and drinking- and 
merrymaking, on account of the huge spoil they had taken from 
the land of the Philistines and Judah. So David routed them 
from dawn to evening; °and pat them to the ban 9 ; so that 
none escaped except 400 young men who were mounted on 
camels and fled. Thru David recovered all that the AmaleEtes 


had taken [also he recovered his two wives]; and nothing was 
missing whether of the spool or the sons and daughters, or 
anything they had taken—-it was all brought hack by David. 
°They° took all the sheep and cattle, 1 and drove them bef ore 
him, 1 crying, ** This is David’s booty.** 

When David returned to the 200 men who had been left 
behind at the watercourse of Bcsor because they were too 
exhausted to follow him, they came out to meet David and his 
company, and *as they drew near the army they saluted them. 9 
But all the ill-disposed and worthless men among those who 
had gone with David spoke up and said, “ Since these men did 
not go with us we win not give them any of the spoil we have 
recovered, except to each his wife snd~children; let th em take 
these and go! ** But David said, “You shall not act so, %fter* 
Yahweh has given us so much, and preserved us, and delivered 
into our hand the horde that attacked us. Who would agree 
with you in this ? No! The share of him who goes into 
battleahaft be the same as his who remains to guard the baggage : 
they shall divide equaHy 1 ” And so it has been ever since: 
he made it law and custom in Israel to this day. 

When David came to Zildag he sent part of the spoil to the 
elders of Judah °and 4 to his friends, with the .message, " A 
present for you from the spoil of Yahweh’s enemies l ** He 
did so to those in *Bethuel, 4 in 9 Ramah 9 of the Negeb, in Jattir, 


1 — 1 MT " they drove diem before those cattle.” 

9 —So LXX partly \ MT “ David drew near the people nith a friendly 
peering.” 
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injAxant 1 (f)> in Siphemoth, in Eihtemoa, in *Carmd,* in the 
dries .of the Jerahmeelites and Kenites, in Hormah, in Barbarism, 
in Athach, and in Hebron—and to all the place* where David 
and Ida men had sojourned. 

(4) Saul and the Witch of Endor (rxviii. 3-25). 

This passage interrupts the natural connection between 
xxviii. 2 and xxix. 1; and must be derived from a different 
source. 

By this time Samuel had died; all land had gone into 
incoming for him, and had buried him in his city of Ramah. 
[Saul, moreover, had suppressed the necromancers and 
soothsayers throughout the land.] 3 

The Philistines now assembled their forces and entered 
the land, and encamped in Shunem; while Saul called all 
Israel together and pitched his camp on Gilboa. Bat 
when Sad saw the camp of the Philistines his heart trembled 
with fear. He tried to consult Yahweh, bat Yahweh gave 
him no answer, either by dream or by priestly oracle, or 
by prophet. Sad then commanded his servants to seek 
out a woman who could conjure up the dead, that he might 
go and consdt her. His servants said to him, ** There is 
such a woman at Endor.” 

Sad then, having disguised himself and put on other 
clothes, set out with two attendants, and came to the 
woman by night, and said to her, “ Conjure for me by 
your ghost, and bring up some one whom I shall name.” 
But the woman answered, “ Surely you know what Sad 
has done—how he has hunted down the necromancers and 
soothsayers in the land! Why do you lay a trap for me, to 
bring about my death f ” Sad then swore to her: “As 
Yahweh lives, there shall no punishment fall on you in 
this case,” The woman then ash ed , M Whom do you wish 
me to call up ? ” and Sad answered, “ Call me up SamueL” 
But when the woman saw ‘Samuel* she screamed out and 

1 — 1 Sec Josh. xv. as. 

*—* So LXX; MT “Radi*]. 

3 Pcdupt added by an editor in view, of 0. 9. 

*““* Some read “ Saul," with a few MSS of LXX. 
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said to Sami, ** Why you nuvwbenyan on 

Saul M««»K (** The' lfotg answered,■“ Do notbe a&aid I 
What hare yon teen l ” She said, “ Isaw asparfeVtiring 
out of the earth” u What is he Kl»-f ” “It is an old 


man coming up, wr ap p ed in a mantle.” Then Sand knew 
that it mi Samuel, and bowed with his fate fo the pdmd 
in reverence. 


Samuel laid, addressing 8nd» * Whyhave you disturbed 
me by falling me up i ” Saul rep&d, “ I am in sore 
distress! The Philistines are attacking me; God has 
thrown me off, and no longer answers me, either by 
prophet or by dream* Thexefore l have called you, hoping 
you would show me what I should do.” Samuel said, 
“ But why do you ask me, when Yahweh has forsaken you 
and hr come your “enemy® ? Yahweh has done to 
what he threatened through me: he has tarn the kingdom 
foam you and given it to another, to David. Because you 
disobeyed the mmmand of Yahweh, and foiled to ciccute 
his fierce wrath on Amalek, therefore has Yabweh-done 
this to you to-day. [And Yahweh will deliver Israel 
also, as well as you; into the hand of the Philistines; and] 
To-morrow you and your sons wffl be with me;JYabweh 
win also deliver the army of. Israel into the Jui^ pf the 
Philistines.” At this Saul, "in. utter. despair," fell full 
length on the ground, completely terrified by the words 
of Samuel; and indeed he had no strength is him, for he 
had eatefi nothing all that day and all night.} 

Then the woman approached Saul, and seeing that he 
was quite nnwiarni^ die said to him: “ listen! Your 
handmaid has complied with your request: I have tided 
my life in obeying the command you laid upon me; now 
do you be prevailed on by me, and let me tempt you with 
a morsel of food, that you may eat, and have strength to 
resume your journey.” But he refused and said, “ 1 will 
not eat.” But when urged by his -servants, as well as the 
woman, he yielded to their persuasion, and rose from the 
ground, and seated himself on the bed. Now the woman 


1 Lit «a god.” 

M LXX; MT “hasty.” 
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JuiIjl ^taH-fedcaH in thekn»£,aad Ac ,hw%laMit; 
then the, jpt s om e me al a nd Hea d ed it, and baled tmle aven cd 
caitfL TA Ac set before Said and fait attendant*; and 
. after they bad eaten they *o«e and went their way Ac tame 
night. 

($| SooTs Lest Battle (mi.). 

Mmahik 1 the Philistines °had joined 0 battle with brad; ■ 
the Israelites had been put to flight by the Philistines j and 
the shun lay thick on Mount Gilboa. The Philistines pressed 
hard on Saul and hii sons; they tilled Jonathan, Abmadab, 
and Malchiahua, the ions of SauL Fiercely the battle raged 
against Saul, till the archers ° ° found him, and “be was 

wounded in the abdomen.* Then Saul said to his armour- 
bearer, ** Draw your sword and run me through with it, lest 
these uadreumdsed dogs come °and° mate sport of me.” But 
the armour-bearer was too much afraid to do it, and refused ; 
«o Saul took Ms own sword and threw himself upon it. When 
the amonr-bexier saw that Ssnl was dead, he also threw himssfi 
on Ins sword, and died by his side. Thus died Said and his 
three son* and his armour-bearer 3 s together on the same 
day. And when the Israelites *in the dties* of the Talley (of 
Jcct &cI ), and *in those* on the Jovdar saw that the army of 
Israel had fled ^ Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook 
the dtiet and fled; and the Philistines came and occupied 

On the morrow the Philistine* came to strip the ihm, and 
found Saul and his three ions lying on Mount Gilboa. They 
cut off hi* head.aad ctripped off his armour; and sent them 
round the Philistine territory, to carry the good news to * 3 

thdr idols and their people. They put Saul’s armour in the 
temple of Astarte; and his body they °hung° on the wall of 
Bethahean. 

Bat when the arisen* of Jabesh m Gilead heard what the 
PhAstinea had done to Saul, they arose, ev er y fighting man of 

. . . ■ ■■■ | I .™ " — ■ " - 

r Referring bad to cfa. m. 

■—* So XXX; MT u he was in from the eTchers.” 

. 3—3 MT “ alio all hii aea " ; not in LXX. 

MT " 4 a the other tide *' (twice); emitt e d m t Qutm. a. 7 ). 

3—S So LXX, etc. (ice 1 Cbm. a. MT insert* “ the tewplc of.” 



them 
Saul 

them 1 to Jabeah; *and burned them them.* Then theytook 
their bones and buried them under the tamarisk-tree 3 in Jabeth; 
and fasted seven days. 

(6) Bow David received the Tidings if Sauls Death (a Sam. i. 1-16). 

In these verses tan narratives sera to he mixed up, of which 
the Jim (m w. 1-4,11,12) gives at account <f tbs batke guise 
consistent with tbs preceding chapter. The second gives an 
entirely different account of Sauls death (w. 6-10), (agreeing, 
however, with 2 Sam. iv. 9, 10) ,* and as there is mo bint 
that the . story laid by the Amalekite is a Us, toe must suppose 
that it embodies another tradition regarding the manner of 
SauPs death. We may divide them as follows :— 

Ai i. (m. 1-4; u, xa). 

On the third day after SauPs death, when David had returned 
from his defeat of the Amalekites, and had spent two dap in 
Ziklag, there came a man from the camp [from Saul} with his 
clothes tom and earth on his head. When, he came to David, 
he threw himself on the ground and did homage to him. • David 
said to him, ** Where have you come from l ” and he answered, 
M I am a fugitive from the camp of Israel” “ How have things 
gone f ” asked David, ** Tell me, pray.” He said, ** Our 
people have fled from the battle-field; many of the soldiers 
have fatten ; 'Saul also and his son Jonathan are dead.” Then 
David took hold of his clothes and tore them, as did aS the men 
that were with him. And they wailed and wept and fasted till 
the evening, for Saul and his son Jonathan, and the people of 
Yahweh 4 4 b ec ause they had fallen by the sword. 

B. ii. (w. 5-10; 13-16). 

• • • • David said to the young man who had brought 
the news, “ How do yon know' that Saul and his son 
Jonathan are dead ? ” The youth replied, M By. mem 

X “ I So 1 Quod. x. ta 5 LXX, etc. 

9 * Omitted in 1 Chr.x. Samewooldnad*aadintled for then thm.” 

3 i Qir. l fa 11 terebinth.” 

4 -** 4 MT adds " »d the Loom of load.* 1 

ib 



from the wnill' of Btthdieain, sued *facoughf 


dunce l happened to be en Meant GUbo*, and there 1 
found Saul leaning on hla spear, while the dbariqts and 
* * horsemen p r e s s ed closely on him. Tinibhg round 

and seeing me, he called me; and I answered, * What is 
it f * . He then asked me' who I was, and I said, * I am 
an Amaletite.* Then he said, * Stand over me, and HU 
me outright; for the death-throes axe on me, although 
my soul is still whole within me.* So 1 stood over him 
asid despatched him; for 1 knew that he could not survive 
his fall. And 1 took the diadem from his head, and the 
armlet from his arm, and have brought them here to my 
ford.”* 


David then asked the young man who had brought the 
news, “ Where do you come from t ” to which he answered, 
“1 am an Amalekite—the son of a protected guest.** Saul - 
David, “ What 7 Were you not afraid to raise your* Hand 
to slay the anointed of Yahweh ? ” Then, calling on one 
of his soldiers, he said, “ Here! Strike him down (** So 
the soldier struck him dead. David said to him, M Your 
blood be on your own head; for your own mouth gave 
evidence against you when you said, ‘ It was I who tilled 
the anointed of Yahweh.* ” 


(7) DavuTt Lament ever Saul mid Jonathan (i. 17-27). 

David composed the following elegy on Saul and his son 
Jonathan—[it is contained in the Book of Jashar, that the 
sans of Judah might learn it} 1 He said:— 

°Alas° for thy chivalry, Israel 1 
On thy heights it lies slain. 

How-are the heroes fallen 

* In the thick of the battle ? 


Make it not. known in Gath, 

Nor teQ it in Ashkekm’s streets; 

Lest PhiKstia’s daughters rejoice— 

The gtris of the heathen* make merry! 

1 Traapoong the order of cbnaea, and (with LXX) omitting the word 
bow:** - - : . * 

A Hat added from 0. 35. 

* Strictly ** uadrenmeued.* 




Ye hills of Gilboa ! Nor dew descend. 

Nor rain fall an yon, *ye fields of death l 1 
For them was the heroes’ shield defiled—* 

*The weapons of one anointed^ with oil— 
With tie blood of the slain, the fat of the mighty! 


Bow of Jonathan ne’er tamed bade, 

Nor sword of Saul came empty home. 

Saul and Jonathan 1 The loved and the lovely! 

In death, as in life, unaevemd: 

Than eagles more swift, than lions more strong! 


Ye daughters- of Israel 1 Weep for Saul, 
Who clothed you in purple and 'silk 0 ; 
Who braided your raiment with gold. 

How are the heroes fallen 

hi the thick of the fight! 

♦Jonathan an thy heights is Jain ]♦ 


I am grieved for thee, O Jonathan, brother! 

Right dear wert thou to me. 

Thy love to me was wonderful. 

More than the love of woman. 


How are the heroes fallen,— 

Perished the weapons of war! 


1 ~* E Or, “ ye field* of deceit ”; both bong emendation* of MT. 

■—* MT add* " the ibield of Saul." 

3—3 MT ha* a negative particle (a difference of one letter), i.e., “alone 
not anointed. 1 * 

Text uncertain. Luc., etc., read “Jonathan, thou art wounded to 
death "; which might earily be emended to “ Jonathan, I grieve for Ay 
death,**—a pceaible variant of the next line. 

So 



III. DAVID. 

(2 Sun. ii.-xriv.) 

1. Dated as King of Judah (a, i-v. 5). 

(1) Hit Anointing in Hebron (ii. 1*7). 

After this Dtrvid inquired of Yahweh: “ Shall I go up into one 
of the cities of Judah i ** Yahweh*t response being favourable, 
David ashed, “ To which dty I ** and the answer was “ To 
Hebron.” To Hebron accordingly David went up, with his 
two wives, Ahinoam of Jezied and Abigail the widow of Nabal 
the Carmelite. The men of his company he brought up also, 
each with his family ; and they settled in the cities round 
Hebron. Then the men of Judah came and anointed David 
there as king over the house of Judah. 

On hearing that the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead had buried 
Saul, David sent envoys to the rulers* of that city with this 
message: “The blessing of Yahneh be on you for this gracious 
service you have rendered to your master Saul by burying him t 
May Yahweh show you constant favour; and 1 on my part 
will requite you with-benefits °for° having done this thing. 
Now then,take courage, and be brave men; though your master 
Saul Is dead, the house of Judah have anointed me as king over 
them.** 

(2) f be Contest between Daxnd and Esbbaal (ii. S-iv. 12). 

(a) ii. 8-11. Esbbaal crowned at Odabanam. 

Now Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s commander-in-chief, had 
taken Eshbaal* Saul’s son, and brought him over to Mahan aim, 
where he made him king over Gilead and Asher, 3 Jezreel, 
Ephraim and Benjamin: that is to say over all Israel; * * 

only the house of Judah acknowledged David. 3 3 

•L * 

* LXX; MT "men." 

* MT u l ihbwhrA “; and to throughout. The original cne is preserved 
in 1 (hr. viii. 39. For the word Baal, on account of hi heathenish associa¬ 
tions, Ac scribes substituted a word meaning “shameful dung." 

3 MT " the Aaburites.** 

♦—< r. too t M Forty ytan old waa Eahbaal, Saul's son, when he became 
Ki ng oy er Inael; and he reigned two yean.” 

5 —1 F. 11 1 11 The tune that David reigned over the house of Judah in 
Hebron waa seven yean and six months.** 

Si 


(f)ii. W-iiL z. 7bt RatHs ef Gtfess. 

Then Abner the son of Ner set out from Mahanaim withthe 
nldien of Kshbaal, Saul’s son, W came 0 to Gibeon; while 
Joeb the son of Zeroiah with David’* men inarched oat %pm 
Hebron. 1 The two armies met at the pool of Gibeon 0 *and 
baked, one on this aide of the pool and the other on that. 
Said Abner to'J6ab^ ** Let the lads stand up, and show ua some 
warlike sport.” “ Agreed I ” said Joab. So there, stood up 
and were told off by number twelve from Benjamin, belonging 
to Eahbaal the son of Sand, and twelve of David's men. Then 
each man seized his opponent by the hair of his head “with one 
hand,* and with the other plunged his sword in his opponent's 
ode, so that they fell dead together. Hence that place was 
named u The field of Sides 5 ” (f), which is at Gibeon. 

In the fierce battle that ensued that day, Abner and the 
men of Israel were worsted by David's soldiers. Now there 
were three sons of Zeroiah, Joab, Abishai and Asahd; and 
Aaahel was fleet-footed as any gazelle in the wilds. Asahd, 
then* pursued Abner, never swerving from Ms track to sight 
or left. So Abner turned round and said, “Are yon Aaahel 1" 
He answered, M I am.” Abner then mid, "Turn off to the 
right or left, and seize one of the fighting men, and take his 
arms.” Bnt Asahd would not give op -the pursuit. Again 
Abner spoke to Mm, “ Leave off following me; else I will 
strike you to the ground; and how could I then look your 
brother Joab in the face ft As he stdl refused to draw off, 
Abner dealt him ®a backward stroke® through the abdomen, so 
that the spear came out behind; and Asahd fell and died on 
the spot. [And all who came up to the place where Aaahel 
had fallen and died stood still.] 

Joab and Abishai now took up the pumrit of Abner. But 
at sunset, as they reached the MU of Ammah, on the east ® * 
of the road in the wilderness of Geba 4 , the Benjamites dosed 
in behind Abner, forming a solid body, mid halted on the top of 


S *‘~ K Inserted with Luc., etc. 

*"”* Added with LXX. 

9 An uncertain word. MT “of reds” (or “flinti**). 
♦ MT "Gibeon." 

Sa 


^hfllofAmmab. 1 Thence Abner called toJoatv*Must 
the swoid...devour far ever} t>o you not wir thit. At 
efoer-taste wfiD be bitterI WiH yen not at last call off the 
people; from panning their farathem f n Joab answered, M As 
xtljwehP lives, bat far this ward of poors, morning ahoald have 
dawned b e fo r e the people had derived from the pursuit of 
their brother!.*' So Joab then blew a trumpet, and his whole 
army halted, and did not pursue the Israelites further, or renew 
the fight* Bat Abner and his men marched, through the 
Jardan-vaHey aD that night, crossing the Jordan and traversing 
the' whole length of ’the Gorge’, till they reached Mahanaim. 
And Joab, having abandoned the pursuit of Abner, gathered 
hisJtarccs together, when it was found that of David's soldiers 
nineteen' men were missing, besides Asahel; while they had 
shin of the Ben ja mi tea and the people of Abner 560 men. 
* * Thai, taking up the body of Asahel (which they 

a fterwa rds buried in Us father's grave at Bethlehem), Joab and 
has men marched the whole night, and entered Hebron just aa 
morning broke. 

But the war b e tw een Saul’s house and ° fl David lasted 
a long .time; David growing constantly str ong er, and Saul's 
bouse weaker. * * 


(*) iii. 6-11* Tb* Quarrd biiaxga Abner gad EjhbooL 

w 

Now duringtbe war be tw een the house of Saul and the house of 
David, Abner war constantly gaining influence in the house of 
SanL But then was a former concubine of Saul's, named Rizpah, 
the daughter of Aiah; and with reference to her, Eshbaal* said to 
Abner, **What do you mean by cohabiting with my father's 
concubae}” Abner was greatly incensed by this question of 
ftfabaal’s, and retorted, ~ M Am I then a dog's head [of Judah] 6 }—I 
who this day am lowing my good-will to the house of Saul, and to 
his edativea and friends, arid have kept you from falling into the 


gx “» certain full” (pedup* rijjidy). 
*Sto LXX, etc. MT “God" 

3—9 H Btthroa “—found anl j here.' 

*—♦ W. x-5, «a p. 8y, 

3.LXX, ete, - - 
* Not n LXX. 

1 
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-load of David f You would rake up against me atcandal 
ibont * woman at this time of day! May God do Ida wont 
to Ahner if I do not bring about for David *thifc day* idat 
Yahweh has sworn to hiin--tp transfer thei kingdom from the 
haute of Saul, and estabhahthe throne of David over fernd 
andjudah from. Dan to Beersheta !” Eshbaal dtoed not my 

another word to Abner: to modi did he fear bun: 

^ ■ 

(d) in. 12 - 41 . Negttiatians betanti Aimeraad David, 

Abner sent messengers forthwith to David: Vt Hebron 3 to 
Uf, [“ Whose ia the land i * saying) 44 Make au agreement with 
and my influence is at your disposal to bring all Iaredrouad 
to you.** David answered, “Very good! I will make an 
agreement with you; only, one condition I impose on yon: 
you dull not see my face unless s ycm bring* Mkhal, Senfc 
daughter, with you when you come to see me.” At the same 
time David sent messengers to Eshbaal, Suuft son, to say, 
“Give uptmjr wife Michri, whan I betrothed at the price of 
a hundred Philistine foreskins ” So Fahbaal sent and -cook 
her from "her® husband Pahiel, the eon of Laish. Her husband 
a c com panied her as far as Bahama, weeping all the way; but 
there Abner ordered him back, and heTetunted. 

Meanwhile Abner had conferred with the riders of Israel, 
and put rite situation before them 'thus: ** For a long time 
back you have been desirous of hiving- Damd as king over you. 
Now then, cany it out; for Yahweh has given this promise 
to Ingrid* * By my servant David * 1 ° will deliver my people 
' ferial from the Philistines and from all their enemies.'* ** ' He 
also -spulee in the same sense to the Benjamites. Finally, he 
set out for Hebron to acquaint David personalty with the-wnh 
of the Israelites and of the whole house of Benjamin. So 
Abner came to David at Hebron, accompanied by twenty men; 
and David made a banquet for them. At the close Abner 
said to David, “ I will now set about gathering all Israel to 
my lord the king. They will enter into a covenant with yen; 
and you shall reign as widely u your heart could wish.” David 

then dismissed Abner, and he departed in safety. 

____ 

So Luc. MT “instead of him,” ot “ when he was.” 


(s).aL 0^9, Tie D<uub $ Ahmet. 

■ \ * ■ ■ ■ *■ 

^wt then Davids men under Joab came in from a foray, 
bongaig much spoil with, them* Aimer was no longer with 
Dfridm Hebron, but hod been dismissed by David, and had 
gone, away safely. So when Joab and the troop that was with 
Mm cane in, Joab was told that Abner the son of Ner had been 
to the tin& who had let him go unharmed. Joab went straight 
to dm ting and said, “ What is this you have done i Abner 
has cometoyoo, has he ? Why have you let him get ’safety 
a w ay ? Do yon not 1 know Abner the son of Ner—that he only 
came to deceive yon, to find out your going and coming, and 
spy out all yon an doing I” 

Joab then went out from David’s presence, and sent messengers 
after Abner, and brought him back from the Eastern of Sirah?, 
without David’s knowledge. So Abner came hack to Hebron," 
and Joab led him apart to the tides of the gateway,' as if to 
speak with him quietly; and there he stabbed him fatally in the 
abdomen, in revenge far the blood of his brother Aaahel. When 
David heard of this afterwards he exclaimed, “ I and my kingdom 
are for ever guiltless before Yabneh of the blood of Abner, the 
son of Ner. May it -recoil on the head of Joab, and all his 
boose! May there never fell from Joab’s house one 
this enffersftpm flux or leprosy, or 4 eans on a crutch*, or fells 
by the sword, or is in want of bread 1 ” [Joab and Ablshai 

%ad lain in waft for 5 Abner, because he had slain Aaahel their 

+ ■ _ _» 

brother, in the bstiteaft Gibeon.] . 

David then commanded joab and all the people about him 
to tear their dothea and put on sadbdoth, and wail before 
Abner; while king David himself walked behind the bier. 
Thus they buried Abnerin Hebron, the king weeping aloud over 
his grave; and all the people wept likewise. The king chanted 
the funeral dirge for Abner, ae follows: 

■P M !■!■ ■ ■■ ■ * I I, ■■■ I ■ ^ 

*-* So LXX. 

*-■ Or Bor^bihi 

3 LXX } MT "middle.” 

tr* LXXj MT "holds the distaff" (?). 

1 —i LXX; ;MT "killed.'* 

*S 


Should Aimer have diedthe death of a fool f. ; 

Thy hand* were not bound, nor thy feet potlmfetters! 

As one feds b ef ore btaveithou'rtfatten I 

r 

And again the whole aseemhfy wept* And when ell the people 
came to urge David to eat in the daytime, David swore, “ May 
God punish me if before sundown f taste bread o? food of .any 
kind! ” When_aQ the people tool note of this they were 
pleased; indeed, aQ that die king had done made a good 
impression on the people. For thus [aQ the people and] aQ 
Isnel understood that day that it was not with the king's will 
that Aimer, the son of Ner, had met Ins death. To his caurrien, 
moreover, the king said, “ Enow yon that T a great chieftain 1 
in Israel has fallen to-day ? And 1 , though en anointed king, 
am broken-hearted this day; bat these men, the sons of Zeruuh, 
are too cruel for me. May Yahweh requite him who has 
committed the crime as bis crime deeoyei 1 19 

if) iv. . Tit Assassination. of EjbhaaJ. 

When °Eshbaat* the son of Saul heard of Afaner*s death in 
Hebron, he lost aQ courage, and aQ Israel was dismayed.. Now 
*Eshbaal° had two nun who were leaders of guerilla-bands; 
one named Baanah, and the ot her Kedah, both sons of RimPami 
of Beaoth, of the Benjanrites. (ForBeerothusedtribeteckoned 
as Benjamite; but the Beerothites fled to Girtaim, where they 
have dwdt as protected guests to this day. 9 / *) These sons 
of Kimrnon of Beeroth, then, Rechab and Baanah, came to 
Edlbaal'e home at the hottest time of the day, when he was 
taking his noontide siesta. 3 And finding that the woman who 
kept the gate of the house (who had been rifting wheat) had 
fallen fast asleep over her task, 3 Rechab and Baanah his brother 
dipped past, and entered the house where Edtbaal by a deep 
on his bed in the bedchamber. So they attacked and killed him, 
and cut off his head, and took it with them. Then, traveling 
aQ night by the way of the Jordan-vaOey, they brought 
EshbaaFs head to David at Hebron, and said to the king, “ Here 
is the head of Eshbaal, Saul's son, your enemy who sought your 

*— 1 So LXX. 

* V. 4 out of place here, probably to ch. ii. Sc* p. 95. 

3 — 3 So LXX; MT give* *» tense- 
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fife; Ybfiweh haswxought vengeance fenny lord tfieking 
this day on Saol and his offering” Bat David answered 
Rechtb and his brother Batnah, theson* of Rimmnn of Beesbth, 
H Aa Yihweh fives* ids has saved sty fife fiom ewy danger, 
dwt a nun announced to me that Saul was dead, thlnWng 
that fie brought me welcome tidings, I seizedand dew film in 
Z&lag, as my reward for his goodnews! How, then, should I 
act wben ruthless men fiave murdered an honest nun in his 
own boose on his bed I Should I not require his blood at 
four hands, dad destroy you from the earth I M David then 
gave tike order to his men, who slew them, cut off their hands 
and feet, and hong them op by the pool in Hebron. Bat the 
head of Kshbaal they took and buried in Abner’s grave in 
Hebron. 

(j) David anointed Xmg ef Israel (v. 1*5). 

Hen . all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and 
said, “Lookl We are of yoar bane and flesh. Long ago, 
when Saul was our king, it was you who used to lead oat land 
to battle and bring it home again. And Yahweh has given you 
this promise, * It is yon who shall shepherd my people Israel, 
and you who shall be prince over Israel’ ** So all the dderi 
oflsrsdcnae to the king at Hebron; and king David made a 
covenant with, them before Yahweh. Then they anointed 
David king of frtaeL 

[David was thirty years oldest his accession, and reigned 
forty yean. In Hebron he'reigned over Judah seven 
yean and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty- 
three yean over both Israel and Judah.] 

A list if Davis?/ sens fin « Hebron (iii. 2-5). The 
following sona were born to David in Hebron: his firstborn 
Amnon, to Ahinoam of Jezred; his second Chileab, to 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third 
Absalom, son of Maachah, daughter of Talmal the long of 
Geshur; the fourth Adenijah, son of Haggith; the fifth 
Shephatiah, son of Abitsl; and the sixth Jithream, to Egfrh, 
wife of • • ** (f). Time were bom to David in Hebron. 

1 MT muit* “ David ^5 but it b probable that file name of a femur 
of fi|loh wood hem originally. 

By 


1 DATS) AS KlltC Of ALL IilAIL (v. 6 -vili. I 7 ). ; 

- (1) David captures JtfwaUm and mahs it Ins RosUtnee 
(v. 6-12). ' 

Theiing then marched with.his men to Jerusalem against 
die Jehusstes, the native inhabitants of the land., Some one 
said to David, ** Yon cannot get tft there ‘except you remove 
the blind and the lame 1 (?) "; meaning “David cannot get 
in there! " Nevertheless David captoxed the foot of Zion 
[which became the city of David} On that day David said, 
“Everyone who smites a Jebuaite •••••* aid the kune 
and the blind, who axe heartily hated by David." Hence the 
ma-rim that no blind ™n or cripple may enter the house of 
Yahweh. David then took up his residence in the citadel, 
and nfltqaJ it the “ City of David," building *the city 5 p roper 
round it from the Millo inwards (?). David’'! power steadily 
increased, and Yahweh, God of Zebaoth, was with him. Hiram, 
the king of Tyre, sent ambassadors to David, and along with 
them cedar-wood, carpenters, and stone-masons 4 ; and.they 
built a palace for David. Thus David perceived that Yahweh 
had confirmed his kingship over lane], and had exalted his 
realm for his people Israel’s sake. 

David's sms bom in Jontsakm (v. 13-16). David tool' 
other concubines and wives in Jerusalem after he had come 
thither from Hebron, and had sons and daughters bom to 
him. The names of the sons bom to him in Jerusalem axe 
Shammna, Shohab, Nathan, Solomon, Ibhar, 
iahua, Nepheg, Japhia, Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet. 

(2) Fictorus ooor tbt PbiUsthas (v. 17-25). 

When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed 
king over ’all 9 Israel, they came up in full force to sane David; 
and David, hearing of this, went down to the fastness. When 
the Philistines came, they spread themselves over the pbin of 



*—* Or, "bot tfaeUmd and the lame will seatweyoa.’* Ndlitern&detiBj 
fives ■ intelligible sense. 

The omitted words axe ntterlj obscure, and the whole context present* 
insoluble difficulties. 

1-9 So LXX, and 1 Chr. zL $; MT ‘‘David" 

4 MT hew insects the mud M wall" (not in LXX). See 1 Qu. sir. 1. 



Ic^BjvXiid David inquired of Yahweh, *Shall iadvance 
against the Philistines ? Wih thou deliver them into my 
hand?” Yahweh answered, “Yes! I wBl certainly defiver 
the; Philistines into yoor hand.** So Dwid came to Beal- 
Pferarim, and defeated them these. Then he cxdaigicd, 
* Yahwh has hunt through my enemies before me, fib the 
banting af water through a dam w ; hence the place u called 
Bad-Pertzim (= K JL^d of Buntings ”). There, too, the 
Philistines left their idols, 1 which David and hia men carried off. 


Once again the Phifistfacs came up, and spread themselves 
m the plain of Bephaim. But when David injured of 
Yahsreh as bdon, the answer was, “ Do not ^attack them in 
front*, bat make a drcoit to their rear, and attack them opposite 
the babam-treea. When you hear a sound of marking fa the 
top of the babam-treea, then charge quickly; for Yahweh 
will have gone forth before you to make havoc in theounp of 
the PhiHstfaes.” David act e d in accordance with these 


instruction* of Yahneh, and coated the Philistines from Gibeon 3 


(3) The Rmovdl of tbt Ark tv Jmtudtin (vi.). 

Dsvid [again} Assembled 0 all the fighting men of Israel, to 
the number cfp^ioo; and he and all his people set oat “for* 
fa Jadah, in order to bring up thence the ark of God, 
which bears the name of Yahweh Zchanth, who sits dethroned 
upon the cherubim. Setting the ark of God oa a new cert, 
they bare it from the house of Abuudeb on the halL Um 
ana Ahlo, the scats of Ahamdab, guided the cart, *Uzn wetting* 
beside the ark, while Ahio went in front of it. David and all 
the ho u s e of brad were dancing before Yahweh with all Hheir 
might, and singing 9 to'the accompaniment of guitars, harps, 
tambourines, belli (1) and cymbals. Bat when they reached 


1 LXX and 1 Chi. xiv, I*, “rod*." 

* Xoscrtiiig 1 word with LXX. 

3 So UPC and 1 Chr* zit. 16 ; MT u Gcbi H 

*—4 Him two words have been displaced hi MT by a tensdesa repetition 

w htidt if nut In 

■ 

3—3 So 1 Chr. jdai* 8; BIT “ cjprui-treei.” 
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tiie threshingffoor of Nachon,* Una pot out 4 ns haad Vand 
took luoid of the ark of God, became the oxen am ream.* 
Then Yahweh’s wrath wu kindled against Una; and there 
God smote him % laying hit hand on the aik+; and he died 
on the spot beside the ark of God. David was ‘greatly 
troubled 9 because of YahwchV o u tbr ea k on Una, and he called 
the place PerezrUzza (s M Outbreak on Uzza *^the name h 
bean to this day. Such fear of Yahweb fell on David that day 
that he said, “ How can the ark of Yahweh coane to me f w 
So, bong unwilling to remove the ark of Yahweh into the city 
of David, he left it in the house of Obed-Edom of Gath. Tims 
the ark of Yahweh remained for three months in the house of 
Obed-Edom of Gath, and Yahweh blessed Obed-Edom and all 
his family. 

When king David heard that Yahweh had blessed the 
household and all the possessions of Obed-Edom for the sake of 
the ark of God, he went and brought up the ark from the home 
of Obed-Edom to David’s city amid great rejoicings. When 
the beaten of the ark had advanced six paces, he sacrificed an 
ox and a fattened calf. David kept dancing be f ore Yahweh 
round and round, with all his might, dad only inalinenepbod.’ 
Thus David and all the house of IsroeT brought up the ark of 
Yahweh, with shouting and blowing of trumpets^ And as the 
ark of Yahweh entered the dty of David, Micha], Said’s daughter, 
looking from the window, saw ling David leaping and dancing 
around before Yahweb, and secretly despised him. After they 
had brougHt in the ark of Yahweb, and set it in its place in the 
tent which David had prepared for it, David offered burnt- 
offerings' and peace-offerings before Yahweb; and having 
finished offering them he blessed the people in the name of 
Yahweh Zebaoth. Afterwards he distributed to all the people 
—Co the whole multitude of brad, men and women—to each 
a cake of bread, a * * * (f), and a raisin-cake. Then all the 
people went to their homes. 


1 i Chr. sit. 9 “ Chidoa.” 
•““* So Chian, sad muons. 


So t Chr. sii. to. 
* See p. 13. 



- WfesoDavid ease home tt> greet his family, 
daughter, came out to meet him with thisfOTwelbome: “ Mod 
tanrarhasthe long of Itnd tamed to-day, exposing lunielf 
before the slave-girls of hil (objects, as any vulgar fellow 
expofc himself 1 n To this David answered, “ *1 will dance* 
befosuYahwch, who dune me in preference to your father* 
and all his home, by appointing me leader of YahweVa people 
Israel. And I will playbefore Yahweh; and although I demean 
myself still further, and become utterly' contemptible in your* 
eyes, yet by the dave-girisof whom you speak I shall be held 
in honour. 0 And Midul, Saul’s daughter, had no child to 
the day of her death. 

(f) Dmriffs Wish to btsUd a Tempi* (via.). 

• Ncnrafter the king had taken up his abode in his palace, *whea 
Yahweh had given him vest from his enemies on jevery dde,* 
he said one day to Nathan the prophet, M Here am I sitting in a 
radar palace, while the ask of God remains under tent-curtains! ” 
Nathan answered, M Cany out what you have in your mind; 
for Yahweh is with yon. 0 

But that night Yahweh’s word came to Nathan as follows: 
“ Go and say to my servant David, * Thus speaks Yahweh: b 
it faryos to build a home for me to dwell in 1 Nay 1 I have 
not dwelt in any house from the time when I brought up the 
sons of Israel bun Egypt to this day, but have moved about in 
tent and tabernacle. Have I ever, in all my wanderings among 
the Israelites, spoken to any of the 'Judges 4 of Israel whom I 
appointed to shepherd my people* a word like this: 

* Why have you not built me a house of radar i* n 

M *Now, therefore, this is the word you must speak to my 
servant David; This says Yahweh Zebaoth: *1 took you 
bom the pastures where you followed the flock to make 
you leader of my people brad. I have been with you In 


hiuttd bom Luc. 

* LXX; MT u np own." 

*—S Tlw words w wring la 1 nit i. 

4 So l Ghr. arii. 6 ; MT M tribe*. 1 ’ 

* The morinder of the duster , bear* maria of later ftp!*, sad ii probably 
an expauMoaf th« elder narrative. 




alt that jw hm undertaken, and have cat r off njlyoar 
enemies before you* I wffl mun pour nametquafto th« 
of the g reate st potentates on earth j and wiRsriign to my 
people hnd a dwelling-place, planting: it so that jt jp 
dwell there undisturbed, and nd longer be oppressed bp 
and men as tt has been ever aiitcel appoi nt ed Judges me 
my people Israel; and wtil ghe V rest from all 
enemies.* “TAnd Yahweh Hsill make poo great; he 1 he 
wifl build a house for you.} * When your days are numbered 
and you He with your fatten* I will raise up poor off¬ 
spring, the issue of poor body, after you, and estdri& their 
kingdom. [He shall' build a house for my name,and I 
; will confirm the throne ol his for ever.f I will 

be a father to them, and they shall be my sons, so that 
when, they transgress I will chastise them with 
and lenient strokes; hut *1 will sot withdrew 0 my mercy 
from them, as I did'Hrom pour p r e de ces so r * Sank Your 
house and kingdom shall be stedftst before me* for ever; 
pour throne shall be established for all time.’ ” In accord¬ 
ance with there words and this whole iwebtioB, Nathan 
Spoke to David. 

Then king David went in and seated himself -before 
Yahweh, and said: “ Who am 1, 0 Lord Yahweh,and 
what is my house, that thou hast brought me thus far J 
And as if this were too Httk for thee. Lord Yahweh, thou 
hast spoken even of thy servant V house in a distant future, 
and hast % me see many generations of men*, O Laid 
Yahweh I What more can David say to thee i Then 
knowest thy servant, O Lord Yahweh! For thy servant^ 6 
sake hast thou acted according thy mind, °Sn revealing 
to thy servant all this greatness* Therefore art thou 

w A tlifjbt emends tino; MT H will tall you that." 

a T. ij i» at lent a parenthesis, and moat likely a later insertion. 

*—* So t Chr. nii. 13; MT “ from Saul whom 1 removed from before 
yon." 

* LXX, etc.; MT "you.” 

5 3 Emended partly after 1 Chr. rrih 17; MT " this is the tanr for 
men ” (I). 

* LXX and 1 Chr. nii. 19; MT "wosdV 
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' gpeat, O "Lead Yalmd*, Cos there is none lib tbee^ nor 
is there • God besides thee, from all that oar ean hare 
he ar d. And what other 1 nation is there on earth like thy 
people farad, whan a God has gone forth to redeem aa a 
. people for himarlf, and to make himedf a name, by per- 
forming for fehem great 0 and terrible deeds, "driving oat 0 
befor e "hul 0 peqik * • another nation with its gods 1 

And thro hast established farad u thy people for ever; 
and then, Yahweh, art become their God. 

And now, "Load Yahweh 0 , the pramhe which them hast 
made concerning thy servant and his house, do thoa fulfil 
for all time, and do aa thoa hart spoken. • Then shall thy 
name—Yahweh Zebaoth, God over load—be for ever 
glorious; and the boose of thy servant David shall stand 
before thee. -For thoa, Yahweh Zebaoth, God of facaeV 
hart revealed to thy servant-that thoa wilt- baild him a 
house; wherefore thy servant has found courage to offer 
tins prayer onto thee. 

Now, therefore, O Lord Yahweh, thoa art God, and thy 
words shall come true, and thoa hast spoken concerning 
thy servant this gogd thing. Be pleased now to bless thy 
servript’s house, that it may stand-for ever before thee. 
For thoa. Lord Yahweh, hast spoken; and through thy, 
hy—ing thall-the boose of thy servant be biased for ever.** 

(5) Smmnary ef David's Won, and List «f bis Officials (viii.). 

After this David defeated and subjugated the Philistines, 
and wrested the supremacy) from their hands. He also 
defeated the Moabites; and making the prisoners lie 
doom on rise ground he measured them off with a line: 
two*thirds of them to be pat to death, and one foil third 
to be spared.; and Moab became subject and tributary to 
David. Thai he defeated Hadadcaer, the son of Rehob, 

■ king of Zobah, when he wait to feet up* his monument at 
the River Euphrates. David captura} h 7 °° horsemen 

1 UXj MT "one" 

*—* 1CT adds “which then lust redeemed for thyseft ban Egypt.” 

* lab “the bridle of the mother-city.” 

• LXX, etc. 





fpM him and acyooo footmen; he hamsttiutga&the 
dbariothcnses, reserving only xbO;, AndwhdtdteAiaineaas 
of Damascus came to the help of 1 Hadadezer, king of 
Zofeh, David killed za^odmenofthe Aao^irHe 
then appointed Hcatentnt-gover nori m Aram of D a mascu s; 
and the Arsmeans became tributary subjects of David. 
Tim Yahweh gave victory to David wherever he tesL 

David took the golden shields whidi Hadadezer’a men 
had worn, and brought them to |enttalein. Prom Tebah* 
abo and Berotbai, odd <rf Hadadezer, king David obtained 
a great quantity of bronze. And when Ton, the king of 
Hamath, heard that David had rooted the entire army of 
Hadadezer, he sent Ha dor am* his ton to king David to 
salute him, and congratulate hub on his victorious battle 
with Hadadezer—for Hadadener had been at war with 
- Ton—sending with him articles of silver, gold and bronze. 
These also king David dedicated to Yahweh, along with 
the diver and die gold which he had dedicated, taken from 
all the nation* he had conquere d—from Edom*, ftfoab, 
the Ammonites, the Philistines, the Amalekites, and from 
the spoil of Hadadezer, the mn of Rehob, kmgofZobah, 

Thus David made himself a famous name. *Mted*'as he 

1 # ■ ■■■ ■* r . 

returned from the defeat of die Ammeans, fa dew w the 
Edomites* in the Salt-valley idgooo mien. He set up 
fieutenant-goveoiora in Edom, * * andall Edom became 
subject to David. [Yahweh gave victory to David whe rev er 
he went.] 

So David reigned over all Israel, dispensing right and 
justice to all his subjects. Joab, the son of Zendah, was 
at the head of the army; and Jehoshaphat, the ion of 
Ahilnd, was the chancellor. s Alnaduu’, the son of 
Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, and Zadok 9 were priests j 
and Sexaiah (?) was secretary 6f State. Benaiah, the son 

1 i Chr. xtuL g } MT " BetaL” 

’* i Chr. nil to; MT "Jonm.* 1 
3 tXX,«tc; MT M Aao. n 

A ntcemry addition. 

9—9 Rearranging cla na c t and emeodmg after Syr. 



Jtforfada, vu tover* theCrethi and Ffcthi.* David’s 
sons were priest*. 

T -i" 

£ A Hbtory or D&ud'i Camr ^x-nr). 

1 ’ * - - _ 

These chapters firm a centasneus narrative {continued in 
tKUgsi^u) ef ibebigbest value both front a historical and a 
literary feint ef view. 'The writers knowledge ef David's 
affairs is based on first-hand information, and Ids graphic 
fen enables us to fellow the coarse ef events with engrossing 
interest . 

(l) David and Meribaal (ix.). 

M Is then no one left of Saul’s house,** said David one day, 
w to whom I might show kindness for Jonathan’s sake / ** Now 
then was a servant of Saul’s house named Zibs; and him they 
summoned before David. The ting asked him, u Aze-ytm 
Ziba / ** and he answered, a Your servant 1 ** Then the ting 
said, *Is there any man of SanTs house still living, to whom I 
may show kindness in God’s name I ** Ziba replied, M There is 
sdH a con of Jonathan left, who is lame in both legs.” JThis 
am had been a child of five when the news of the death of Saul 
and Jonathan came from Jezreel; his nurse had taken him up 
as amkfled t but in the hurry of her Sight she let him fiU, and 
he was lamed. His name was Meribaal. 4 * 3 So the king asked 
Zibs where hewxs, and 23faa said, a Why, he is in the house of 
Machir, the son Of Ammiel, in Lo-debar.” King David sent 
accordingly and fetched him from the house of Machir, the am 
of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 

When Meribaal, the son of Jonathan, and grandson of Saul, 
came to David, he feU on his face and did homage to him. 
David said, “ Meribaal I ” He answered, “ Your servant is 
before you.” David said to him, "Do not be afraid! I am to 
treat you kindly for the sake of Jonathan your father, and give 
you bad all the estates of your grandfather Saul; while you 
yourself ahaD eat daily at my table.” Meribaal bowed and said, 

1—1 So Vernon rod i Cbr. ariu. 17, 

* ftfrigo wuauriw in Drid'i wrrice. 

W turn 1T. 4*. 

4 MT “ Mephiboeheth ” $ sad so throughout. Sec the note ea 
Edladi p> Si> The original name hi 1 Chr. riii. 34 j in 40. 




** What is your servant, that you should tab notht of a dead 
dog snch as I am J " 

The Hog then called Ziba, Saul's steward, and said to him, 
“ All that belonged to Saul and his whole family, I hovegtfcn 
to your master's son. Yam shall cultivate the fields for him, 
along with your sons and slaves, and bring in the produce, so 
that your Duster’s family may have enough to eat. But 
Meribaal, your matter's son, ahafl eat regularly at my table."— 
Ziba, by the way, had fifteen tone and twenty slaves.—Said 
Ziba to the king, “Your servant will punctually carry out 
your Majesty’s order." 

So Meribaal ate at 'the royal table* as if he had been one 
of the king's ion. He had a young son named Micah, and all 
the inmates of Zabals house were his slaves. {Thus Meribaal 
lived in Jerusalem, eating regularly at the king's table; he being 
lame in both his legs.] 

(a) War against the Amsunitss sad Aronums (x. i-xL I). 

m 

Shortly after this the king of the Ammonites died, and was 
succ eed ed by his son Hanun; and David thought, M 1 will 
make friendly advances to Hanun, the son of Nahaah, in return 
for the friendship which his father showed to me." So David 
sent ambassadors to condole with Hanun cm the loss df Ins 
father. But when David's envoys came to .the Ammonites' 
country the Ammonite nobles said to Hamm their sovereign, 
“ Do you suppose that it is out of raped for your father that 
David Jus sent messengers to condole with you ? No! It is 
toTnspect the city and spy it out with a view to its overthrow 
that he has sent his servants to you." Hanun then seized David's 
servants, had half of their beards shaved off and the lower half 
of their clothe* cut away, and dismissed them.. When David 
wastoldof this outrage he sent to meet them—for the men were 
overwhelmed with shame—with instructions to stay at Jericho 
till their beards were g ro wn , and then come home. 

Meanwhile the Ammonites, knotting that they had incused 
David's deepest antipathy, sent and hired the Arameans of 
Beth-Rehob, and of Zobah, 2 d,ooo foot soldiers; also the king of 
Maachah with a thousand men, and from Tob ia^ooo men. As 
soon as David heard this he sent Joab with the whole army "and* 

***** So Luc; MT “my taUe." 
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tUrGtttrds 1 against them. Then theAmmonltes marched oat 
and dim upin btttk order before the gate, while the Anmeans 
of Zobah ud Mob, the men of Tob and Mayhap a 
separate army in the open field. Joab accordingly, aeeing that 
he mm to be attacked both in front and from the tear, rfrrted 
the beat of the fighting men of land, and drew up against the 
Anmean*. The seat of the people he placed under the 
command of hie brother Abashai, and posted than against the 
Ammonites, saying, “ If the Anmeans axe too strong for me, 
you most lend me support; but if the Ammonites are too strong 
far yon, then I wQl come to your help. Be of good courage, 
and let us fight manfully for our people, and for die cities of 

our God! Then let Yahweh take the issue into his own hands 1 * 

* « 

Joab then advanced with his troop* to join battle with the 
Anmeans, and put than to flight. And when the Ammoakd 
sew that the Aiameams wen fleeing, they also rook to flight 
before Abishai and re-entered the city. Joab, however, 
abandoned the attack on the Ammonite* and returned to 
Jerusalem. 

When the Anmeans saw that they were beaten by the 
InaeHtca, they rallied-thrii forces; and Hadadcacr sent and 
brought flat the Arameaas beyond the River "(Euphrates). 
They-came to Helam, led by Shobach, Hadadezer’s commander 
in did, Thu was reported to David, who mustered all land, 
crossed the Jordaft/and azxived at Helam. The Anmeans drew 
up. against David, ind joined battle with him, but wexe put to 
flight before the Israelite*; and David slew 700 chariot-horses 
and 40*000 *men* of the Anmeans, wounding Shobach their 
commander, so that he died there. And when all the kmgt who 
woe vassals of Hadadeaer saw that they were worsted by the 
Israelites, they made peace with land, and became subject to 

and the Arameans did not dare to give further assistance to 
the Ammonites. 

In die following year, at the season when "tings* usually take 

the fidd, s David seat out Joab with his soldum-and all farad, 

L 

1 The Hcb. word mens "Hevoo,” bat t» used technically of the cwpt 
fitit* vbid termed Ac standing nuckoi of Dtrtid*t anny* 

M Mti “horsemen *; bat 1 Cbr* zix. rS readi * foot men.” 

S fig the sprint. 
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who hud wane the country of the Asunonita and hUwfe 
to EUbbah; wh 2 e David remained in Jerusalem. 


(3) David ami Batbsbab* (xi. 

r ■ ^ ■ 1 ■ 1 , 

It happened one evening that Darid^ having roea ho^ qu 
siesta, mi walking on the roof of fua palace, whentoe lie csbgbt 
light of a woman washing herself, The woman was very 
beautiful; and David learned oninqcury that the wasBa ththrh a , 
the daughter of Elifltn f married to Uriah the Hittite. Darid 
then sent messengers to fetch her.; and when ahecameto him, 
he slept with her; she haring just purified herself after her 
uodeanness. Then she returned to her own house. 

When the woman became pregnant die sent to inform David 
of her condition. David forthwith despatched an ol der to 
joab to send him Uriah the.Hittite; .and joab did so. ..So 
Uriah came, and David asked him how things went with JoaV, 
and the army, and the campaign. Then he said to Uriah, 
** Go down to your house and wads yow. feet.” But Uriah, 
t-linaigb he left the palace, followed by a present fromthefciiig, 
dept at the palace door with * 9 his master’ll servants, 

and did not go down to his house. When they told Pavidthat 
Uriah had not gone down to his house, he said tq hl^^Vaa 
were just off a journey; why did you not goto.yonr house?** 
Uriah answered, "Israel and Judahj wxdi the life are living in 
tents; my lord Joab and your majesty's servants are camping 
on the bare, ground; how could I enter my house to eat and 
-drink* and lie with my wife j As < Yabweh° lives, and as you 
live, that is a thing I cannot do 1 n So David said, .** Stay here 
to-day, then; and to-morrow I will let you go,” and Uriah 
stayed in Jerusalem that day. But the neat David 

invited him to eat and drink in his presence, and made him 
drank* And. in the evening he went out and lay on his conch 
with his master’s servants; but down to his House he did not 

go. . 

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by 
Uriah. This is what he wrote in the letter: ** Set Uriah in 
the front line where the fighting is fiercest; then fell beck from 
him, so that he may be hit and kilted." So Joab, examining 
the dty, assigned to Uriah a position where he knew that Wave 
men were stationed; and when the men of the city made a 

9 » 


i|Oy and,foqght with Joab, several of the people* David's soldiers* 
fcS; and among the killed was Uriah the Hittite. Joab then 
leo^o David a fall repost cl the battle; and added the following 
instriKtioato the messenger: " When you have finished giving 
your account of the battle* if the king should get angry and 
say* ‘Why did you press the fighting so near the city ? Did 
yon not boa that they would shoot from the wall ? Who 
killed Ahhnefech* the son of Jerubbaal 1 i Was it not a woman 
who-threw a millstone on him from the wall* so that he died in 
Thebez } Why did yon venture so close to the wall f ’—in that 
case you will answer* 'Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
also-*” 

So the messenger departed* and came and told David all that 
Joab had charged him to say* delating the whole course of the 
battle. David was angry with Joab* and spoke to the messenger 3 
exactly as Joab had anticipated. The messenger answered; 
“ The enemy's men were too strong for us* and came out to meet 
ns in the open* Sand we were driven back* to the opening of the 
gate. There the archers shot at your servants from the wall 
and several of your Majesty's servants—‘about eighteen men 4 — 
were killed; and among the dead is your servant Uriah the 
Hittite/*. David then~said to the messenger, “Take this message 
to Joab: ‘Do not let this affair trouble you; for the sword 
cuts this way nr that indiscruninately. Press vigorously your 
assault an the dty and destroy it/ Say this to encourage him." 

When Uriah's wile heard that her husband was dead* she 
chanted the funeral wail far him. -But as coon as the funeral 
rites were over* David cent and took her into his house; and 
she became his wife* and bore him a son. 

(4) David and Nathan (xi. 27^x11. 14). 

But the thing that David had done displeased Yahweh ; 
and he sent to David Nathan *the prophet 3 . He went in to 
him and said: 

1 MT “Jenibbesheth w ; see the note on Ethbaaf, p. $*. 

*—* These words arc supplied from die LXX, which then repeats the 
exact questions that Josh had prepared the messenger {or. 

W Lit. " we were against (or upon) them ” The cxpresiioo it obscure. 

Luc* etc. 
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“Two man find in the tune city, one rich and ‘rib other 
poor, the rich mail hid floeb and herds in abundance; lot 
the poor nan had nothing at afi except one little onhvi^ 
whuh he had bought and nourished. It grew tip with hmrand 
hit AHJ—m * it shared lute and sop with him, and deft in Ins 
bosom ; xt was file a daughter to Uhl WeH, them cone one 
on a sirit to the rich man; and because he grudged taking one 
of his own sheep or oxen to kSI for the traveller who had c o m e 
to Urn, he toed the poor mart lamb, and prepared it far Ua 


guest. 

Daw ft anger was mused against the man ; and he arid to 
Nathan, “ As Yahweh lives, the man who has done this deserves 
to die l Be must make I seven-fold x reparation for the lamb, 
because he has done this thing, and showed no pity.” 

Nathan answered, “Yon are that man 1 Thus speak* Yakweh, 
the God of Israel! * I have you king over Israel, 

and delivered you out of the hand of Sari; I have given yon 
the daughter* of you master, and handed over Us wives to 
your embraces, and pnt the daughters 9 of Israel and Judd at 
your disposal. And if alt this were not enough, Iwould c on fer 
on you additional favours of the mbs kind.* Why then, have 
yon slighted * * Yahweh by doing what is abhorrent to 

him f Uriah the Hittite yon have akin by rise sword, sad bis 
wife you have taken as yonr own, [and him you hive murdered 
by the sword of the Ammonites} And now the swoid shall 
never cease from your house; became you have slighted me 
and taken thewife of Uriah rise Hittite in marriage. Thai is 
Yahweh** sentence: ' I will raise up trouble for you from your 
own family, and take sway your w ives before your eyes and 
give them to another, who will lie with them in the sight of 
yonder son. For whereas yon have gone to work in secret, I 
will cany out this threat before all Israel, and be for e the son.* ** 

David then said to Nathan, ** I have shined against Yahweh.” 
Nathan answered, “Yahweh also on his part has forgiven your 
sin i you shall not die. Nevertheless, seeing you have in this 


*— 1 So LXX; MT ~ fanfold/* 
• MT "taut/* 

^ $9 Sjtvj MT ‘‘Iww" 



Blatter set 1 1 Yahweh at naught, the child that has been 

born to yon shall die.” 


($)r M» DtaA if tbr Cm (xu. 15-15). 

Natfean then went to Ins house; and Yahweh strode down 
the,dull whom Uriah’s wife had borne to David with sickness. 
Thereupon David sought God in the sanctuary on behalf of 
the young child, fasting continuously, and going in and spending 
the nights *in sackcloth 3 on the ground. And when the oldest 
of his servants stood over him, and tried to make him rise from 
the ground, he refused, and would not break bread with them. 
On the seventh day the child died. The courtiers were afraid 
to tell David that he was dead, for they said to one another, 
“You saw how even while the child was alive he would not 


listen to us when we spoke to him: we cannot mention the 
death of the child, or he may do himself an injury.” ButJDavid 
noticed the courtiers whispering together, and, surmising that 
the child was dead, he raked them if it were so: and they 
answered “Yes! ” David then rose from the ground, washed 
and anointed himself and changed his clothes, and went into 
the house of Yahweh and prayed. Afterwards he entered the 
palace and called for -food, which was set before him, and he 
partook of it. His courtiers, remarking on the strangeness of 
his conduct, said, “ "White? the child was ^riD° alive you fasted 
and wept$ but no sooner is he dead than you rise and take 
food!” He answered, “A* long as the child was alive, I 
fasted and wept, because 1 thought, ‘ Who knows but Yahweh 
will take pity on me, and spare the child’s life ? ’ But now 
that he is dead why should 1 fait 1 Should I be able to bring 
him back again i No! I shall go to him, but he will never 
return to me.” 


After this David consoled his wife Bathsheba, and renewed 
conjugal intercourse with her. She bore a sou whom he named 
Solomon. And Yahweh loved him, and through Nathan the 
prophet c on f er red on him the name Jedidiahs in token of 
Yahweh’s "delight in him.® 


I -~ I MT — "the enemies of," taking the verb in a doubtful tence. 
*—* MT “and taf." The text vine* in LXX. 
p The mw* Jedidiah meant M Yibvch’i delight.”—E®.] 
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(6) fhr Csp&rt ff /Jaiid 4 (rii 

Meanwhile Jbab made an amah onJUbbah,the capital cl 
the Ammonite*, and having taben ihe water’-city* beient 
messengers to David to say, “ I hin assaulted Kabba&f^md 
taken the water-dtp bp < to m . Ho#, then, gather the fastol 
the people, and invest the dtp md'capture it * so that 1 map 
not take it and June mp name idoditel with its conquest.” 
So David assembled the whole of the people, marched to 
Kabbah, and took it bp assault.' Thep tookthe crown bom 
the head of MUcom*—it weighed 120 lbs. in gold, and contained* 
a very costly gem—and David put it on his head; and he carried 
off much spoil from the dtp. 4 ts population he brought out 
and set °to forced labour 0 with saws and iron axes and pads; 
and made them work with brick-moulds. 1 * 3 4 Having done the 
same to all the Ammonite dries, Davidreturned whh all bis 
armp to Jerusalem. 


(7) Amnon and fiww (xiii. i-aa). 

It was after this that David’s son Amnon fell in love with s 
beautiful aster of Absalom, the son of David, whose name was 
Thamar. So distractodwas Amnon far his half-sister Thunar 
that he made himself ill; far she was a virgin, and it seemed to 
Amnon very difficult to do anpthjfagto her. Now Amuan 
had a friend named Jonadab, a son of Shimeah, David’s brother. 
His Jonadab, who was a very shrewd taau, ashed him, “ How is 
it, mp dear prince, that 1 find you looking so poorly morning 
after morning? Will you not tell me?” Amnon answered, 
**T am in love with Thamar, the sister of my brother 
Absalom.” Jonadab then advised him to take to has bed and 
pretend to be sick, and when his father came to see hhn to nay, 
** Let my sister Thamar come and give me something to eat. 
If she would prepare food in my presence, so that I could look 
bn, I would eat from her hand.” Amnon accordingly kept has 
bed, feigning sickness; and the king visited him, when 


1 BIT " royal"; but Me seat eerie. 

* So LXX; MT “their &>*’’ 

3 So Vernons, and i Chr. n, *. 

4—4 The mea ni ng is obacnxe. Some think that different kindi of toftm 
are described. 


Amnonttohl to him, * !Let Thamarmy sister come and make a 
couple of pancakes in my presence, -so that I may eat from, her 
harm.*? So David sent for Thamar to the palace, andsaid, 
“Go to the home of yourbother Amnon, and prepare some¬ 
thing -for him to eat j M and Thamar went to her brother 
Annum’ll home, where he was lying in bed. She took some 
dough, kneaded it, and shaped it into pancakes in his presence, 
and baked the cahes. Then she tailed the attendant, who 1 
poured them oot before him. But Amnon refused to eat, ud 
said, “ Put every man out foam me! ” When everyone had 
gone <m^ Amnon said to Thamar, “ Bring the food into the 
bedchamber, and I will eat it from your hand.*' So Thamar 
took the cakes which she had made, and brought them to Amnon 
her brother in the bedchamber. 


But when she handed it to him to eat he seized hold of her 
and said, “ Come and lie with me, my sister.” She answe&d, 
“Oh no, my brother! you must not dishonour me; for such 
things am not done in Israel. Do not commit this outrage. 
Where should / go to hide my shame 1 And you would be 
regarded as one of the most infamous scoundrels in Israel. 
Speak to the king, rather ; he wiUnot refuse to let you have me.” 
But he; would not listen to her, but forced and ravished her. 
Then he conceived an extreme aversion for her—ah aversion 


stronger than the love he had formerly had forher—and he 
ordered her to rise and he gone. She answered, ** No 1 No 1 
my brother! For this would be even a greater wrong than the 
other 9 which you have already done me, if you send me away 
now.” But he paid no heed to her, and called the servant who 
waited on him, and said, M Put this woman away from me out 
on the street, and bolt the door behind ha.” 

tfShe was wearing a long-sleeved garment, such as °from of 
old* royal princesses wear while unmarried.] When the servant 
had turned her out an the street and bolted the door behind 

_ L ' B V- ■ 

heir, Thamar str e w ed ashes on her head, and tore the sleeved 
garment that she was wearing ; and went away ^screaming 0 
with her hand upon her head. Her brother Absalom said to 


1 — 1 A conjectural reading: MT " took the pan (?) and 
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her, n Bn Aswan your brother bees with you ? * WeS, now, 
917 oner, ro*t beep deBt-dutill IntfyMf broesher—iaddo 
not take toil nutter to bout.” So Thenar lived is seefeakm 
in the house of her brother Absalom* — 

When king David heard of all these things he was very 
angry; *bot he would not do anything to hurt the feelings of 
Anas his las, far he was fond of him, because he was his 
first-born. 1 As for Absalom, he spoke never a word to Ammon 
good or hod; he so hated Amnonfor having violated hie aster 
Thamar. 

(8) Absabm’s lUv*n$t (riii. aj-yfl). 

Two yean passed, and Absalom had a sheep-shearin g at 
Baat-Hnor, near Ephron, 9 to which he invited all the king’s 
sons. Pint he went in to the king and said, “Yon know that 
your servant has a sheep-shearing soon; may he be honoured 
by the company of the king and lus oonutien l ” The king 
replied, M No, my son, we wul not all go; fur that would cause 
you inconvenienceThough Absalom "pressed him", he 
ae fna ed to go, but gave Mm his hleming. Then Absalom said, 
M If that may not be, at Jeast let Amnion any brother go with 
m.** The king answered, "Why should he go with yon ? ” 
But when Absalom urged him, the king let Amnou goy With all 
the other princes. 

*So Absalom prepared a banquet fit for a king 1 ; but gave 
or den to his servants in these words: “ Listen! When 
Amnon is in high sprits over his wine, and when I say to you, 
'IbwHritk'Jbnos ! 9 then k01 him without fear; for I.have 
given the order. Be bold, and show yourselves men of mettle. !** 
So Absalom's servants <Bd to Amnon as their matter had bidden 
them. Then all the other princes rose up, mounted their 

w mlwL and fled. 

While they were on their way home, a rumour reached David 
that Absalom had murdered all the hinges sons, and not cum of 
them survived. The king rose up and roue his clothes, and lay 
down cm rile ground; while all his oourtieo *who stood round 
Mm tore their clothes likewise.* But Janadabthc eon of Shhneah, 

*“* Sallied Iran LXX end Vemone. 

* MT “ Epbnim “ j bat tecta of LXXdifo. 


barid’i toother, pot in ha void and laid, * Your Majeo^ 
dwifltt aot beBeve that all the young princes ate Aon* It is 
oo^ Annan who U deadj far there has been something grim 
abefat Absalom's mouth era since lie violated hia ustetlhamar. 
So your Majesty need not take it into hit head that aQ the 
princes ate dead; Amnon alone it dead.** [And Absalom 
fled.] 1 

Meanwhile the youth who waa on the look-out descried a 
large body of men 'coming down the dope an the Horanaim 
mad; and came in and told the king, “1 have seen men from 
the idad to Koronahn coming down* fay the dde of the hifl. to 
Jonadab said to the king, “ Yon tee f The princes axe coming! 
As your servant said, so it turns out l ” The mads were hardly 
om of his month when the ting’s urns came in, and wept alood; 
the king also and all his couriers broke into nkmat weeping ; 
a° ° and the king mourned for his son the whole time^ 

But Absalom had fled and gone to Thalmai, rise son of 
AmmUmd, the king of Geahnr, where he remained far three 
years. [But Absalom had fled and gone to Gethnr.] 1 

(9) Absalom restored to the Khgt Favour (nil 39-riv. 33). 

But 4 the king’s spirit 4 longed to go forth to Absalom $ far 
he waa reconciled to the fact that Amnon was dead. Now when 
Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s mind sms 
set on Absalom, he sent to Teboa, and brought thence a wise 
woman, and said to her, “ Get yourself up as a mourner and pot 
On mourning weeds; do not anoint-yourself with oH; and look 
like a woman who has long mourned for a dead relative. Then 
go in to the king, and apeak to him at I now tell you; ” and 
Joab primed her with the words he wiahed her to say. 

So the woman from Tekna went in to the king, and faffing 
on her face to the ground in reverence, cried out, u Help me, 
O Wng | *Heip me P” Said the king, “ What is the matter 
with yon 1 " She answered, " Tkuly, I am a widow; my 
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husband is long dead. And yonr handmaid had twosona,and 
they quarrelled in the field where tfaereLina no one toseparate 
than, and one of them (trod the other and tilled, him..^ -And 
now the whole dan is up against your handmaid, dmuudwg 
that I should give np the murderer ofhis brother, that they 
may put !>»« to death for the life of his slain brother, and cut 
off the heir also, liras they would extinguish the one spark 
that remains to me, leaving to my husband neither name nor 
remnant above the ground.** The ting taid to the woman, 
"Go home! I will give the necessary orders on yuor behalf." 
The Telman woman answered, “ On me and my family may the 
guilt lie, O King, and the ting and his throoe be guiltless 1 n 
** Whoever 1 says a word to you,** replied the km& ** bring him 
to me, and he shall give you no farther trouble.** He woman 
said, M Would the ting please to mention the name of Yabwch 
hia God, and swear that the blood-avenger shall not cause 
farther mischief, and that my son shall not be cut off 1 ** *By 
the life of-.Yahweh,** the king swore, ** not a hair of his head 
shall fall to the ground! ** 

Then the woman said, “ Might your handmaid apeak a word 
to your Majesty ? ** The ting answered, “ Certainty l ** She 
said, “ Why should you cherish a purpose so injurious to the 
people of God—for the king by what he has just said has 
adjudged himself guilty—as to refuse to recall your banished 
son ? We must all die, to be sure, and be like water spilt on 
the ground which cannot be gathered up; but God does not 
cut short the file of him who devises means whereby one that» 
- 'banished shall not remain banished from him. Mow then, 1 
came to tell my story to the king, because people frightened me, 
and I said to myself,*I will speak to the ting; perhaps the king 
will take up the cause of his maid-servant. Yes, tte king will 
surety hear and deliver his maid-servant from the hand of the 
man *who is seeking 9 to cut off me and my sou together from the 
people of "YahwehV Your handmaid thought, * let the word 
of my lord the king give me security; far'as the Angel of God 
is my lord the ting, in his discernment of right and wrong.* 
May Yahweh your God be with you! ** 


Theathe-ting said u answer to the woman, **:Hid& nothing 
from ftci. I am going to atfc you * quBttxottJ 1 ' She said, 
“ Speak cn,yt«r Majotjr!" He then ukd, w Haajoabhad 
a hjmd with 70a in all thia 1 ” And the woman confessed: 
“ Akauteasyou live, my tend, it is impossible to give an enure 
mmet to ^Mir Majesty 1 * question. Yes l It was your termat 
Job who pm me up to this, and himself put all these wor ds in 
your handmaid's mouth. To present the matter in a new 
light your servant Juab has done this. But my hud has the 
wisdom of the Angel of God, and knows everything that happens 
on earth.** 

The result was that the king said to Josh, ** See 1 I will do 
as you wish. Go, then, and bring back the young man 
Absalom.” Joab bowed his hoe to the ground, and thanked 
the long, and said, ** To-day I know that I stand high in your 
Majesty’s favour; since the ting has granted Jug.asrvanft 
request.*' Joab,set out for Geahnr accordingly, apd brought 
Absalom to Jerusalem. But the king said, “ Let him retire to 
his own house; he shall not see my face.” So Absalom retired 
to his house, and did not see the king's face. 

Now in all Israel there was no man so admixed for his 
beauty as Absalom; from head.to foot there was no 
blemish in him. And when he art his hair—it was once 
a year that he cotit, - when it became too heavy for him:—it 
used to weigh over *three and a half pounds' by the royal 
standard. Hehadthree sons bora to lum, and one daughter 

whose name was Thamar*—a very beautiful woman. 

*■ 

Thus Absalom fired two yean in Jerusalem without seeing 
the ting's face. At last he sent for Joab, meaning to send him 
to the-ting; but Joab would not come. A second time he 
sent for him; and still Joab refused to come. Then Absalom 
aaid to Ins serva n ts, “You know that field of Joab*s next to 
mine, where he has a crop of barley ? Go and set. it on fire.” 
The servants went accordingly and set fire to the field. Joab 
now bestirred hirnsrif, came to Absalom in his house, and 
adfaed lum, “ What does this mean ? Your servants hare set 
fire to my field.” u Well,” said Absalom, “ I sent for yon to 
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coate here that 70a might take this menage from me to the 
hag; * To whet purpose- bne I come heme bom G ce har f 
I might as well be there still! But now I most see the king's 
bee, if any guilt lies on me, pat me to death.* M Joab-then 
went and told this to the king, who thereupon called Absalom 
into his presence. When Absalom came, he bowed with hit 
fra to the ground before the king; and the king kissed Absalom. 

(10) Absalom, room tba Standard offttvok (nr. 1-12). 

Soon after this Absalom set up a state-coach with horses, 
and fifty men running before him. Every mocning now found 
Absalom standing betimes by the road leading to the gate, 
where he would hail every man who came to submit a dispute 
to the king's award, and say, “ From what city do you come 1 ** 
The man would answer, "From- such and' such a tribe in 
Israel**; and Absalom would say (after hearing his statement), 
“Look you! Your plea is absolutely good and sound; but— 
yon will find no representative of the' king to hear you.** Of 
again, Absalom would say, “ If only I were appointed judge 
in the land, and every one who had a dispute or lawsuit could 
come to me l I would see him righted.** And when any one 
approached to pay his respects, Absalom would hold out his 
hand, and embrace and kiss him. In thia way Absalom used 
to behave to a& the Israelites who came to the king for justice; 
and thus he stole the affections of the men of Israel. 

After four 1 yean Absalom said to the king^ 44 1 most go and 
discharge a vow which I have made to Yahweh in Hebron. 
For your servant, during his residence in Geshur in Aram, made 
a vow that if Yahweh would bring me bade to Jerusalem I 
would worship Yahweh *in Hebron. 3 ” The king answered, 
M Go, by all means! ** So he took his departure and went to 
Hebron. At the same rime Absalom sent secret emissaries 
through all the tribes of Israel with the intimation; ** When 
you hear a trumpet blow, then shout, ‘Absalom reigns an 
Hebron 1 * ** There went with Absalom from Jerusalem 200 
men who were invited to the sacrificial feast, and west in all good 
faith, knowing nothing. Moreover Absalom sent *an invita¬ 
tion 3 to Ahithophel the Gilonite, Davids counsellor, to come 

1 So Luc, etc.; MT "forty.” 
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from liis city of Gikh, tod be present when he offered the 
s acri fi ce s. Thus the co ns p ir acy gained strength, and more 
and mom people attached themselves to Absalom. 

(if) David leaves Jerusalem—Incidents of the Flight (xv. 13- 
xvi. 14). 

When the aetn was brought to David that the heart of the 
Israelites bad been won over to Absalom, he issued orders for 
immediate flight to all the courtiers who were with him in 
Jerusalem: “ We must be np and flee; there is no other way 
of escape from Absalom. Make all baste to depart, lest he 
come upon us suddenly and bring utter disaster on us, and put 
the city to the sword! ” The courtiers answered, * It shall 
be as your Majesty chooses: we are your servants.** So die 
king went out attended by all his household, except ten. 
concubines whom the king left behind to look after the^pakce. 

So the king went out and all Ids servants 1 followed him. At 
the last house in the city he halted with his courtiers standing* 
beside him, while the Crethi and Pktfai* and die 4 men of Ittai 
of Gath*—600 men who had come with him from Gath- 
marched past before the king. The king called to Ittai of Gath, 
M Why you go with us too ? Go back, and stay with the 
new ling; for you are a foreigner and an exile from your native 
land. It was but yesterday that yon came $ and should I 
to-day make you a wanderer with us, when I am going I know 
not where ? Go back, and take your fellow-countrymen with 
yon; 3 and may Yahweh be 9 gracious and true Ho you’!** But 
Ittai replied to the kin& “ As Yahweh lives, and your Majesty 
lives, I will not! When my lord the king is, be it for life or 
for death, there will your servant be J ** David said, “ Very 
good, then! .Pass on!-** So Ittai of Gath marched past 
with all his men and his camp-followers; while the whole 
region resounded with loud weeping as all the people went 
past. 

*— 1 LXX, etc.; MT "the people." 
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Id the Kidron nflejr the king againstopped 1 , while tflthe 
people pawed “by him, mating for theolive-tree on the tege 
of the wilderness.* There too were Zadok Had Abiathar * 
who bore the axk~af 4 4 God, which they had 3 aet down 9 

till the people from the city were all gone past. But the king 
aaid to Zadnk, “ Take the ark of God back to the city! H 
Yahweh is gracious to me he wffl bring me back and let me 
Idok on it and its abode. But if his mind is such that he has 
no good-will towards me—eo be it 1 Let him do to me as he 
sees, right.” The Ling said farther to Zadok the priest,“ Look! 
Yon and Abiathar will return' quietly to the city with your 
son Ahimaaz and Jonathan the son of Abiathar-—both your 
son* are with you. Now mark! I will tarry by the finds of 
the wilderness until I receive a message from yon to give me 
information.” So Zadok and Abiathar bro ug ht the ark of God 
back to Jerusalem, and remained there. 

David then went up the ascent of the meant of Olives, 
weeping as he went, with his head muffled and walking barefoot; 
and all the people that were with him had oovered their hods, 
and wept continually as they made the ascent. Now David 
°had been told 0 that Ahithophel was jmong the conspirators 
with Absalom, and he had said, ** Tom the coimsd ofAKtfhophel 
to foolishness, O Yahweh I ” And just as David reached the 
top of the hiD, where it is the custom to worship God, lo! 
Hushai the Axchite, ^David’s friend, 6 met hifo with coat tom 
and earth on hu head. So David said to him, “ If yon come 
along With me you will only be an encumbrance to me. On the 
other hand, if you go back to the city, and speak to Absalom 
somewhat in this fashion: * I would be your servant, O king! 
I was your father’s servant formerly, but now I am yours *— 
then yon may be able to frustrate the counsel of Ahithophel in 
my interest. You will find there Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests; everything yon hear from- the palace you vrill make 
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InoWl to ^btiSL And kdcl 'llteir two sons are with them 
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tbi^^^nSdt^ «oa Ahimaazand Abisthar's sonjbnathah; 
tbmii^tfcetn 70a con tend me wad of aO 70a bear." So 
Huaht^ 'David’s friend, came to the city jut aa Absalom 
entered Jsrhaalem. . 

When David had passed the 'summit a' little way, Ziba, 
Mesibaatfs servant, met him with a pair of asses saddled and 
loaded with 20oloave9 ofbreai, 100 raisin-cakes, too snmmer- 
tfui es, and a akin of wine. To the king’s question, a Whet are 
these for ? ” Ziba answered, 44 The asses axe for the ting’s 
family to ride upon; thebxead and the fruit are for the young 
men to eat ; and the wine is for any to drink who may faint 
in the wilderness.” The ting then .asked, “ But where, is 
your master's aonf “Oh!” said Ziba, “he remains in 
Jerusalem, far he. thinks the time has come when the houaejjf 
land will restore to him the kingdom of his grandfather.” 


“ 1 see t ” said the king. “ Then all that belonged to Meribaal 
is youra,” to which Ziba replied, “ I fall on my knees 1 May 
yen always be gracious to me, your Majesty! ” 

As king David reached Bahurim, a man was seen coming out 
of that village, who was of the same dan as Saul’s family, by 
name s ijhimei, a son of Gera. Hie came oat caning all the 
time, and growing, stones at David and all the ccmxtien ; 
although all tip. people and the whole Guard 1 were marching 
to.right and left of hinfe Shimd's caning ran thru, “Out 
with you 1 Out with you I You man of blood { You son of 
perdition t Yahweh haa brought oh you all the blood of the 
house of Saul, in whose stead you reigned, and has given the 
kingship into the hand of your son Absalom j and here you are 
in ww .advereiiy, because yon are a man of blood I ” Then 
Ababa! the spn of Zenuah said to the ting,“ Why should your 
Majesty be cursed by this dead cur ? Let me go across and 
cut> off his head.” But the king answered, “ Oh, you sons of 
Zeruiah I What can I make of you f If he curses, and if 
Yahweh baa said to him, 'Curse David,' who can find fault 
with him for doing so J ” And speaking to the whole court. 


as well as to Abiahai, David said, u You see that my own son, 
the fruit of my body, is seeking my life; what wonder if this 


1 See p. 97 , a. 1 . 
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Benjamite does the same t Lean him 'alone, and kt him 
dme£ for Yahweh hu hidden him. If'may be that Yihueh 
will look on my ‘affliction 0 , and requite me with good for the 
cune which falls on me this day.** So David and hit men 
went along the road, while Shimra walked alongside of him on 
the cursing as he went, and fflsgfog stone s 9 * 

and dirt. 

At last the king and all hit followers arrived, faint and weary, 
*at the fords of the wilderness 1 , where he refreshed himself. 

(is) Ahahm is Jttmakm (xvi. 15-xvii. 23). 

By this time Absalom and 9 0 all the men of Israel had 

come to Jerusalem, Ahithophel also being with him. And 
when Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, came to Absalom 
he cried to him, “ Long live the king t Long live the king l * 
Absalom said to Hushai, “ Is this your loyalty to your friend ? 
Why have you not gone with your friend t ** Hushai answered, 
“ No! But to him whom Yahweh and this people and all 
Israel have chosen, °to him 9 I belong, and with him I remain. 
And besides! Whom shall I be serving ? His son, of course! 
As I served before your father, so will I serve before yon.” 

Absalom then said to Ahithophel, “Give us your advice as 
to what we should do.” Ahithophel answered, “Go in to your 
father’s concubines, whom he left to look after the palace. 
Then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself obnoxious 
to your father, and the courage of all your followers will he 
strengthened.” So they set up the bridal tent for Absalom 
on the roof, and he went in to his father’s concubines in the 
view of aO Israel For the counsel given by Ahithophel in those 
days was esteemed as highly u * divine code: such was the 
authority of all Ahithophel’s counsel both to David and to 
Absalom. 

Ahithophel then made a further proposal to Absalom; “Let 
me choose 11,000 men, and I wiD start jn pursuit of David 
this night, and come upon him while he is weary and dis¬ 
heartened ; 1 will thus put him in fright, and all the people 
that are with him will nee, so that I can kill the king atone. 

w 

m ■ 

1 —* Supplying euajgct 11 rally on accidents! jn the text. 
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Tien Iwififaxing all the people nmd to you, *as a bride tuns 
to her husband. It is bat one nun’s life 1 that yon seek, °ahd* 

as a sriiole will have peace.” This advice seemed 
very pboaibfc to Absalom and all the elders of IataeL However, 

« Call Hiwhai the Ardute, ad let ns hear also 
what he has to sap.” When Hushai came in Absalom told him 
whit Ahithophel had just said, and asked, "Shall we act on his 
advice f If yon axe of a different opinion, speak your mind! ” 
Hushai annexed to Absalom, “ The counsel that Ahithophel 
has gi ve n this time is not sound! ” * You know yourself,” 
he continued, “ that your father and his men axe veterans, and 
foil of grim courage as a wild she-bear robbed of her cabs. 
Moreover, your hither is a waxy soldier, who will not spend the 
night with the army; you may be rare that he ia now hidden 
in some ravine, or some other place. If now, on the first onset; ' 
some of °onr people 0 fall, those who hear of it wifrsay, defeat 
has been inflicted on the adherents of Absalom! * Hen will 
even the bravest man,' though he has the courage of a Hon, 
glow* faint-hearted; for all land knows that your father is a 
hero and his companions brave men. My advice, therefore 
is this: Let all Israel-from Dan to Beenheba be gathered to 
you, numerous as the sand by the sea-shore, and you in person 
shall march: *in their midst.* Then when we come on him in 
whatever place he is to be found, we shall fight on him in 
numbers like d e wdxopt faffing on the earth; and of him and 
all the men that are with him not one shall be left. But if 
it should be a city to which he has retired, in that case nil 
Israel will "bring* ropes to that city, and we will drag it into the 
▼alky, till not a pebble remains there! ” Then Absalom end 
all the Israelites said, “ The counsel of Hushai the Archite is 
better than that of Ahithophel I ** For Yahweh had so ordained 
that the good counsel of Ahithophel. should be frustrated, in 
order that he might bring disaster on Absalom. 

Hushai then told Zadok and Abiathar the priests what advice 
Ahithophel had given to Absalom, and the elders of Israel, and 
what he himself bad advised, and said, “ Send quickly, now, and 
warn David not to pass this nigh* by the folds of the wilderness, 

1 —* LXX} MT unintelligible. 

*—* LXX, etc.; MT “ia the battle." 





.WhmDtvid came to Maha^im* ShoHthe son of Nahaih, 
fett-lffiabbah*of die Ammonites, Machir thesouof Ammid, 
beta Lo-debar, and Baixillai the Gilndte, froihRogdjim, 
^mujjjbt concha 1 to lie on, ruga, 1 banns and earthen vends, 
lifer aW brought wheat, barley, meal, parched com, beans, 
fcfttft, * honey, addled m 3 k, sheep and . . (?) of 
the herd ; t$e»e they brought to David and his followers to 
e*4 for they said, ** The folks are hungry, tired and thirsty in 
tie wilderness.** 

(14) %ha Batik & As Wool: the Death ofJfoahm (rm\. z-18). 

David then reviewed the forces at his disposal, and appointed 
officers for each regiment and company. The whole army he 
Mfoided. into three corp^: the first under the command of 
foals the second' 1 under Abuhai the son of Zeruiah, joab’s 
brother, and the, third under Ittai of Oath. The ling farther 
announced to the people his intention to take .the. field wfth' 
them in person; bat the people answered, “That yon shall 
not do! For if we should be pot to flight they will not concern 
themselves about os—even if half of ns were killed they would 
not care; but °you® are worth ten thousand of the like of us. 
Besides, it it better that you should be in readiness to send ns 
as s ista n ce from the aty." The languid, ” I snbmh to your 
adth.** So othe king stood by the ode of the gate^ while the 
troop m a rche d out by companies and regiments. Bat the 
king hud this charge on Joab, Abuhai and Ittai: ** Mind you 
deal gently for my sake with young Absalom 1 ” Alt the people 
heard the king give this command concerning Absalom to all 
the generals. 

The army then marched out to the open country against the 
Israelites; and the battle took place, in the wood of ^Ephraim. 9 
There the Israelites were defeated by David's men; and the 
slaughter that day was frightful—as many as 20,000 men. The 
battle extended over the whole surrounding country; and the 
wood accounted for the death of more men than perished by 
the sword that day. In the confusion, Absalom came accident¬ 
ally on the soldiers of David. He was riding on a mule, and 


So Luc. t MT “seat." 

Luc. reads * Mahans! m,** which is possibly correct. 
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the male ran under the branches ofa great oafet&Q* and las 
bead m caught lest in the oak* so tbit he was ntpeadd 1 
betweenheaven and earth, while the mule that was eider hua 
ran on. Some man saw this and told Joab, “ I saw Ahsahsfi 
hanging in an oak! " “You saw him!" said Joab. . “ WJjy 
did yon not s tribe bun down them and then I I should then 
hare had the pieaeore of presenting 700 with ten silver cnowha? 
and a girdle.” . But the man answered joab, “And if I had;a 
thousand silver crowns weighed into 107 hand, I weald not Ig 
a hand on the king's son; for in the hearing of us all the ting 
charged yon and Abhhai and Ittai in these words: * Have a 
care °far my sake 0 of yoong Absalom.' Ay, and if I bad acflfd 
treacherously at the risk of my life—for there is nothing that 
the ting will not d i s c over 1 y o u would leave me in the lurch.” 
Joab said, ** I cannot stand arguing with yon all day!"*and, 
taking three darts in his hand, he went and thrust them into 
Absalom’s heart. While he-was stall alive in the thick branches 
of the oak, hen youths, armour-bearers of Joab, came op and 
smote Absalom dead. Joab then so u nded the trumpet, and 
the people ceased pursuing the Israelites, for Jioab hod the m 
back. And they took Ahabm and threw mm into a great 
hole in the wood, and erected a huge, eafen of stones over him. 
AH the Israelites had meanwhile fled to their several home s. 

[But Absalom had during his lifetime taken a stone and set 
it np for himself as a monument in the King’b Vale; for he 
thought to himself, M I have no son to keep my name in 
remembrance.". Hence he called the monument by his own 
name, and it is known as Absalom's monument to this day.] 

(15) Ham At Ntms was brought to David (xriiL 19-32). 

New Ahimaaz the son of Zadok had said %o Joab 3 , “ Let me 
run and cany to the ting the good news that Yahweh has 
freed him from the hand of his foes." But Joab answered, 

* Strictly ** terebinth.** 

* LXX, etc. 

9 lit. ** ahekeli." 

+—4 Or (following Luc* ctc.1 ** So then / mast make * becoming before 
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tn iBt ua.tfr^iaj another taw 

cany tidings, but not-tcnley, teeiag the long’s son is 
dead.” And joab aud to a Cushite, “ Go and tell the king 
aliit yon have seen j * and the Coddle, boating knr to Joab, 
ianj(& But Ahrmaaa the son of Zadofc again Mid to knd^ 
“Come what may, let me ran after the Cushite.” ** why 
andci yon ran, my son,” answered Josh, 44 when no reward for 
good news can be paid to yon l ” E He said 1 , 44 All the same, I 
will rani” "Very well, then,” said Joab, “ran!” So 
Ahinyag ran off, and taking the wayof the Jordan Oval he outran 
the Caahhe. 

David was fitting in the archway between the enter and inner 
gates, when the watchman went to the roof of the gate on the 
wall, and looking out saw a tingle man running. The watchman 
called out and told the king, who replied, 44 If he ia alone he ., 
brings tidings.” As the man drew nearer and,..neater"the 
watchman saw another running, and called to the gate*, “I 
see another 1 man running alone.” 44 Then he also brings 
ridingfc” Mid the king. The watchman called, “ The running 
of the foremost looks to me like the running of Ahimaax, Zadotfs 
son.” 44 A good man l ” remarked the king. 44 He will bring 
good news.” As Ahimaaz *drew near 9 he called to the king, 

“ Alfy .weB .1 ” and throwing hjnwJf oh his face to the ground 
before the king he said, “ AB.praise to Yahweh your God, who 
has delivered up die men who raised thdr hand against your 
Majesty 1 ” The king asked, “ Is young Absalom safe 7 ” and 
Ahimm answered, "Iaawa great <*Mnnwrf«in *when the king’s 
servant Joab sent me off*; but I do not know what was going 
on.” 44 Step aside,” Mid the king, 44 and stand here.” So 
he went to one side and waited; and straightway the Cushite 
came and said, “Prepare yourself for good news, your Majesty! 
Yahweh has this day vindicated your right against all your 
adversaries.” The king asked the Cushite, 44 Is young Absalom 
safe i ” The Cushite answered, 44 May yonr Majesty's enemies 

*-* UCX, etc. 
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and all who have rebelled against you, than the fine ofthat 
young man!" 

(16) DavitPs Grief for Absalom (xviiL 33-xtx, 8*). _ 

Then the king in great agttatioa went op to the roof-chamber 
over the gate, and wept j and all the war at he won be ' 



»M that I had died initead of yon i Absalom, toy m 1 
Myaon!” 

When it was reported to Joab that the king was weepin g and 
mourning for Absalom, the victory was that day tnmed to 
mourning for all the people ; for they heard that the king was 
grieved for his son. The people crep t furtively into the dty 
that day, Kke men who- are - «1»«wMf of having tn m «J thdr 
b ack s in bailie. And all the while the king sat with hit face 

covered, and wailed aloud, H O my sou Absalom! Absalom, 

my son, my son 1 ** 

At last Joab went in to the king in the mi said , u Yon 
have this day s h a me d the faces of all your savants who have 
saved your life this day, and the lives of your sons and daughters 
your wives and 0 9 concubines, by showing love for 

who hate yon, and hatred, for those who love you 1 fot you 
m a ke it plain to-day that and am m mailing to yon. 

Now I see that if Absalom were living and all of us d»ad to-day, 
it would please you well! But now, rouse yourself 1 Go out 
and speak kindly to your servants. Fat 1 swear by Yabweh 
that-urieis you show yourself not a man will ipend this nig h* 
with you. And that will be a worse misfortune far you ^ wn 
all that you have come thwwgi* from your youth till now 1 ** 
Then the king rose up and took his seat in the gam. And 
when it was announced to all the pe o pl e *Ka* the Wng m 

atting in the gate, they all presented themselves before the 
king. 


(17) DavitPs Home-coming • Scenes by the Jordan {m. f&fO). 

The Isr ae li t es had now to their Inmm ; ami there was 
great d i s s en s io n throughout the whole natfay , jn all -.the 
tnbes of land people were saying, w The king saved us from the 
handofour enemi es; it was he who fr ee d us from the grip of i the 
Philistines; and yet the long has had to flee the country before 

■it 


Ahtafanf And Absalom, whemwe Kid anointed long over xts, 
hvidb ia battle—why deniii^eR no talk of bringingbick 
thd king t ** < When these words of the Israelites reached: his 
ears’* V king Daridsent amenage to Zadoi and Abtathar 
the fonts to tbls effec t, “Sptek to the dden of Judah, and ad 
tkn why they should be behindhand in hringing about the 
king's retain borne. Say to them, *You are ay kinsmen, of 
my bone and flesh; why are yuuthe last to bring the king back f* 
And say to Amasa, * You axe of my bone and flesh! God do 
t6 me what he will if you am not made my commander-in-chief 
forigpod instead of Joab! ” Thus Tie swayed 9 the minds of all 
the men of Judah, so that they seat a unanimous request to the 
king to r et urn with his whole court. 

Tha king then started on his homeward journey, and reached 
the Jordan; while the men of Judah came to Gilgal to meet the 
king and es cort him across the river. Shimci abe,the ion of 
Gen, the Benjamite from Bahnrim, came down in haste with 
the men of Judah to meet king David, bringing 1,000 men of 
Benjamin with him; and Ziba, the savant of Saul’s family, 
with his fifteen sons and twenty slaves, had hurried to the 
Jordan, before the king arrived °and had crossed 0 the ford that 
they mtgbt bring the king ova, ** anything he wanted. 
So Stumer the son of Goa threw hhaaetf down brim the king 
as he was abode to cross the Jordan, and said, ** Let not my lord 
hold me guilty, uarcall to mind the hrinoua offence which your 
servant committed.on the day when your Majesty kft Jerusalem; 
let not the king lay it to heart, for your servant is conscious of 
his sin.’ And to-day, as you see, I am the fine of all the home 
of.Joseph to come down and meet the kmg. M Here Ahdshai the 
son of Zeruiab broke in and said, a Shall Shimeft life be spared 
for this, when he cursed the anointed of Yahweh I * But 
David odd, ** What haveI to do with you, sons of Zeraiah, that 
you should play the tempter to me* this day ? Should any 
mtn be put to death in Israel this day t Do I not this day 
know that I am ling ova Israel? ” He king then said to 
fflainei, « You shall not die,” and gave him his oath upon it. 

Meribaal, the grandson of Saul, was another who had epoe 

■■■■ 111 I I ** . . .. 
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dons to meet the king: he had not dressed hfr feet, n^^ 

Hi beard, nor mded lui cbda fronrthe dif of tbe Hugh 
departure to the dky when be caste safely back When be caste 
Jerusalem to meet tbe km&the king ufad him, “Why 
did you not go with me, Merfhaol i ** Hie. answered* “ Your 
Majesty, my servant has played me fake 1 *1 gave him tbe 
order to saddle 1 my ass, that I might ride on it, and go with tbe 
king, liar I am hme. Instead of that he baa slandered me to 
your Majesty. But your Majesty is as the angel of God: 
do to me then as yon please. For aeemg my whole family were 
but dead men before your Majesty, and you pla ced your savant 
among your tuble-companiooa, what further right have I to 
complain to the king ? ** The king said to him, u Why so many 
wa rds ? I decide that you and Z3ba shall divide the estate.** 
“Let him take the whole,** said Meribaal to the king, “now 
that your Majesty has rome-home in safety! ** 

Barrillai the Gileadite had also come down from RogeKm 
and accompanied the king to the Jordan to see him off • . .* 
Mow Barsallai was a very old man, eighty years of age; it was 
he who had supported the king all the time he was in Mahanaim, 
for he was very rich. The king said to ban, “ Yon must come 
along with me, and let me provide for *your old age? in Jenmlem* 
But Barrillai answered, “ How many yean have I yet to five 
that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem 1 I am eighty 
years old this day; how could I distinguish one thing fnm 
another i Could your servant know the taste of what he ate 
or .dank; or listen to the voice of singers, male or female i 
"Why then should your servant be any longer a burden to your 
. Majesty ? Your servant would accompany the long a fittle 
way 9 9 ; why should the king reward me so liberally 1 

Let your servant go back and die in his own dty, by tbe gpm 
of his father and mother. But your want Chimham here may 
go over with your Majesty: treat him as yon think fit.” The 
king answered, “ Then let Chimham come over with me; and 
I will treat him as you would wish j and anything you choose 

to ask I wiS do for you.** AH the people then crossed the 

» " 
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Jordan, whBethe bog stayed* to kiss Mbj, end hid him 
good-bye, after which he retained to his home. So the king 
cm^ed oner to Gflgal, taking Chimham with him; and ah the 
people of Judah *weat on wjtii 1 the king, as well as the half of 
Israel. 


(18) fit huumakn $ Sbeba (rii/^i-rr. as). 

Then all of a sadden the IsraeHtei nimf to the Mng And mid 
to him, 44 Why hare oar brothers the men of Jndah earned yon 
off, and brought the king aod all his family over the Jordan 
[and all David's men with him] ? w The men of Jadah answered 
the men of Israel, “ Why, because the king i® my near bimman j 
Why in the world should yon get angry at that ? Have we 
eaten any part of the king, or has he been kidnapped by us?” 
Bat the men of Israel retorted, u I hare ten shares in the king » 
moreover I am the ^firstborn 3 and not you 1 Why have you 
slighted me 1 Was I not the first 0 0 to speak of bringing 

bade the king ? ” But the language of the men of Jndah was 
more vehement than that of the men of Israel. 

Now it so happened that there was present an ill-affected 
man named Sheba, the son of BSchri, a Benjamite. This 
man sounded a trumpet and cried, 

44 No share have we in David, 

And no reversion in the son of Jesse I 
Each man to his tent, O Israel S ’* 

Then all the Israelites fell away from David, and followed 
Sheba the son of BSchri, while the men of Judah dung to their 
tin& and accompanied him from the Jordan to Jerusalem. 

The first thing the king did on entering his palace in 
Jerusalem was to take the ten concubines whom he had left to 
beep the palace, and pot them in confinement, where he 
maintained them without going near them. They remained 
shut np till the day of their death-^Hridons in their husband’s 
lifetime.* 


1 Lo&, etc; MT " crowed." 

*— 3 LXX; MT “brought over." 

3— 3 LXX; MT "in David." 

Tfcie teema to be the mewing of the LXX equivalent of the Heb 
phiate. MT tnggatt in “ living widowhood "! 




Then the king laid to Anw, “Cafl out fo me the fom of 
Judah, and present ymawd f here within three days I* So 
Amasawent to call oat the men of Judah. Bat whea t* faded 
to appear at the appointed time, Dnid aid to Abisbai, x **Nbw 
Sheba the ton of Bicfari will do ni more hann than Absalom. 
Take pm poor lord’s servants and pome Him, lest he getinto 
fortified cities and adnde oar search 0 .’’ There went out accord* 
ingly Rafter Abishai 9 Joab with the Cretfai and Flethi and aB 
the Guard*; they marched out from Jerusalem in pursuit of 
Sheba the son of Bidui. 

When they were at the great stone in Gibcon, Amass 
appeared in front of them. Now Joab «was wearing Mi military 
coat, with a sword girt on over it, fastened round hit leans 
in its sheath.: this had dipped out and fallen, and he had 
picked it op with his left hand* 0 Then he said to Amasa, 
44 Are you wdtt, my brother ? ” taking hint by the beard aid 
hii right hand to lriss him. "Amasa was not an bis guard against 
the sword-.in Joab’s hft* hand; so Joab subbed him with it 
in the belly, and his entrails were shed on the ground,'and he 
died without a second stroke. Joab and his brother Abashai 
then pursued Sheba the son of Bidui, while one of Josh's men 
stood over Amasa and cried, ** Let him - who loves Josband is 
<n David’s ride follow Joab!** Bat Amasa jay- tswfcring in 
blood in the middle of die road; and the man, seeing that all 
the people stood still, dragged die body out of the road into the 
field, and threw a garment over it, when he saw that every one 
who came up to it atood srilL After he had thus ^removed* 

- - it'out of the way, they aB passed cm after Joab in pursuit of 
Sheba the son of Bidui. 

This man passed through aB the tribes of Israel tifl be came 
to Abel of Beth-Maaduh, where aB die Bidhrites* gathered 
together, and entered it after him. But •Joab and Ms men* 

1 The Syriac vemaa reads "Joab,” which sameprefer. 

Ad uncertain rendering of a difficult phrase. 

H MT "after die men ef. w 

^ The text is very ambiguous and obscure, and leaves mudi to be 
supplied. He above is only an attempt to describe the incident ooonc 
interpre tat ion of the 
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caste andberieged him in Abd of Beth-Maachah, cod r aile d 
& amend against the dty 1 *; and all Josh's people set 

abopt the week of detraction so as to bnhg down the wall* 
Then awise woman, Standing on the ooter wall , 1 called from 
tbecity, "Heathen! Heathen! Aakjbab to come here: 
Iwkhtospeakwithfcim.” When he came near her, the woman 
Are yon Joab ? ** and he said, " I am.” She said, 
to what you handmaid has to say! ” He replied, 
**I am listening.” Then die spoke as follows: ** It was a 
common laying in former days, * Let them inquire in Abel 
"and in Dan whether that which* the faithful in Israel *have 


uid “/ 
"listen 


ordained has gone out- of fashion*.’ You are seeking to lay 
watte 0 a mother-city in Israel: why should yon dest ro y the 
inheritance of Yahweh 1 ” Joab answered, " That is very far 
from my intention 1 I wish neither to destroy nor to lay waste. 
The matter does nort stand so: but there is a man from-the 

_ 1 * B f "" 

hiUt of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, who has 
raised his band against king David: deliver up him alone, and 
I .will withdraw horn the dty.** “ Then,” said the woman, 
"his head dull be thrown to you over the wall.” So the 
woman with her wisdom stalked over the whole ertv 5 ; and they 
cut off the head of Sheba the son of Birhri, and threw It to 
Joab* JaaVthen sounded the trumpet, and they Snthdrew 0 
from the city and dispersed to their several home s, while Joab 
returned to the king is Jerusalem. 


(19) A Stand List tf DatrisPs Officials (tx, 23-26). [Comp. viii. 

16-18, p. 9**] 

Joab was commander of the whole army 0 
Bcnaiah the son of Jehoaada was over die °Crethi° and 
Flethi ; Adaram (A was over the labour-gangs. Jehosha- 
phat the sou of waa .chancellor; Sheva (f) s ecre tar y 

of State j Zodpk and Abiathar were priests; also Ira ci 
Jair was a priest'of DavidV 


w TWafadti a cfauwi ban v. 15 to «. it 
y So LXX; MT haadly trawlatable. 

W LXX; MT "erne fee all die people." 

is} 


4. SomamnsuT Bmacn ov David's Ruga (xri.-xxiT.). 

■ ■ ■■ ► 

These jam ebopters firm am appendix te tbr Reek tf 
Samuel breaking tbt cmnectum mm» % Sam. xL 22 ami 
1 Kings 1— and mast haveSee* aided te the honk after d* 
separation ej Kings firm SamueL They, are here rearras^ed 
m aeeerianee mi& f&r snhfict matter; na r rativ e (xri. 1*14; 
xzsr.) ; amahstu (zzi. i$-»; xxiK* 8-39); and poetiaU 
mu. 1-7; mi). 

(1) The GiieamUf Revenge em Said (zxi. 1-14). 

In the days of David there an a famine which lasted three 
rein in succession. When David consulted the oracle of 
Yahweh, the answer was, M On Saul and on °bh boose lies 
blood-gnilt,* inasmuch as be slew the Gtbeofutes.* The koy 
then summoned the Gibcoo h ea, and said to them—it most he 
understood that the Gibeogiftes did not belong to laael, bat 
to the remnant of the Amorites 5 and Saul, oat of zeal for 
Imd [and Judah], but in violation of the oath which the 
Isr a e lites had sw orn to them, had sought to extirpate them. 
David, then ashed the Gibeonites —** What dull I do far yon, 
and how can I make atonement, that you. may bless the people 
of Yahweh ? ” Hu Gibeonites answered, “ There is no 
question of silver re gold between me and Saul and bis boose, 
l but of blood 1 ; and we hare not the tight to pot any man in 
Israel to death." He said, u What do yon require that I shook! 
do for 70a f '* The Gibeonites replied, “ From the sons of the 
mao, who harassed as, and meant to exterminate us, so that we 
~ should have no footing anywhere in the territory of Israel— 
from his sons let seven be given up to us, that we may impale 
them before Yahweh* in Gibeon on the hill ^of Yahweh.” The 
king agreed to give them up. The king, however, spared 
Meribaal, the son of Jonathan, Sard's son, because of the oath 
by Yahweh which was made between them—that is, between 
David and Jonathan the son of SanL So he took the two sons 
whom Rixpah the daughter of Aiah had borne to Sard, Arinoni 
and Meribaal; and the fire sons of Saul's daughter Merab* 


1—1 Implied, bat not equale d, ia die teat. 

*—* So LXX partly. 

* So Luc, Syr, etc; MT Michel (wneigly) . • 



ntoaheludkAHtorAiiidtlH ton «f BmiQu of Meholah % 
mi Miuti them up to the Gibeanitev who impaled tkm on 
the hi& before-Yahmeb j alish* jeven dying together. It wu 
in -the fan dip of harvest that they were executed, in the 
begMttg of barley harvest. 4 &d Rizpah the daughter of Aiah 
nwk her mourning-garment and quoad it as a bedfor herself 
on the sock from die beginning of harvest until rain had fallen 
from heaven an the co r p s e s , heaping die birds of the air from 
lighting upon them by day, and warding off the wild beasts by 

■ i ■ 

night. 

When David was told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, 
Sauft concnbanc, had done, he caused the bones of Sanl and his 
son Jonathan to be taken from the citizens of Jabesh-Oilead 
(who lad stolen them from the public square of Beduhean, 
where the Philistines bad hung them when they defeated Saul 
at Gtfboa), and brought them up thence. And having collected 
the bones of the impaled men, they buried them “with® those 
of Saul and his son Jonathan in the territory of Benjamin, at 
Zeia, in the grave of his father Kish. After all was done 
according to the king's command, God yielded to entreaty on 
behalf of the land. 

' (a) fbe Cmms and dr P&tilmc* (xxiv.). 

M. ■ I 

Another time Yahweh’i wrath broke forth against Israel; 
and he indeed David against them by suggesting to him to take 
a census of Israel and Judah. So the king ordered Joab ’and 
the officers of 1 the army under him to make a tour through dl 
the tribes of Israel from Dan to Beersheba, and enrol the people, 
so that he might know how many .there were of them. Joab 
answered the king, "May Yahweh yonr God multiply the 
people, be they ever so numerous, a hundredfold, and may 
your Majesty five to see it! But why should your Majesty 
desire such a thing ? ” However, the king’s command overbore 
the opinion of Joab and the officers of the army; and they set 
out “from® the king's presence to enrol the people of Israel. 

Crossing the Jordan, they began “from Atoct and 2 the city that 

fcJ So i Chr. xxi. a and Lac t. MT “the commander el.** 

*— 8 Luc j MT “ encamped in the aonth of.” 
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Hea in the (Amon) valley, travelling in tbs direction of the 
Gaditei and on to Janer. Hen theycime to Giktd, and ao 
cm to the country of ‘the Hitritei towardsKsdesh. 1 Whets they 
readied Dan they *ttnited thence* to fliioa, and caste to-*he 


Thence they jonmeyed to tha Negebofjndah at Beersheba. 
When they had gone through .the whole land, they ictidnad 
to Jerusalem, after an absence of nine month* and twenty days, 
and Joab handed to the king the numbers of die people enrolled; 
viz., Israel, 800,000 men of war wielding the sw ord , and the 
Judeans $00,000 men. 

Bnt David’s conscience smote him afterwards *far* having 
numbered the people, and he confessed to Yahweh, ** I have 
tinned greatly in what I have done. Kit now, O Yahwch, paes 
over the gnih of thy servant, for I was infatuated.” * * 

Bnt the word of Yahweh had already come to Gad the prophet,- 
David’s seer, commanding him to go and say to David, M Tlms 
speaks Yahweh: Three things I put in your choice: decide 
which of them I shall do to yon. 0 $0 when David rosela the 
morning,’ Gad came to him and told ham this, and said, “ Shall 
a three* years’ famine visit yonr land 1 Gr will you flee three 
months before yonr enemy, ’panned by the sword* 2 Or dull 
there be three days* pestilence in the land 1 Nowconsider, 
and see what answer I am to take to him who sends me 1 ” 
David said, to Gad, “ I am in a terrible dilemma ! Let us fall 
into the hands of Yahweh, for his compassion is great: into 
the iumds 6f man I would not fall.. 0 *So David (hose the 
pestilence. 

It was in the time of wheat harvest when the plagne broke 
out among the people 4 , and there died of the people from Dan 


*—* Luc, 

_h_ _ ^ 

"-t A necessary emendation. 

w The pbut utnufemd from the bcgmiimg of vent 11. 

4 St 1 On. xu. is) MT ‘“iirrn** 

5 ® After 1 Oil xu. n; MT w vfaib he puma you-" 

4—4 LxX, He.; MT “ And Yahweh me a podlmct fa Israel bum 
the mommy two to the appointed fat " 

id 



TO^ooo mou 'Wlwrt Davids** the angdwho 
*an}ty!iKcftdbig destruction among thepeople, he prayed to 
YdMfitife s£d said: “ See;f it it Iwho have unned—I Mohave 
t raa jig ires i cd ; ho t theseare the sheep; what have they done f 
Let thy hand tight: oq me and on my fathers house.** 1 Andes 


theangd stretdhedeut 1u hand tomrii Jerusalem to destroy 
it* Yahweh relented of the evil, and said to the angel who was 
spreading deetxuctionasxmg the people, 41 Enough! Now stay 
thy-hand!** The angel of Yahweh was just then standing 
bwde the threshing-floor of Araona the Jebadte. 

That day Gad came to David and said, 44 Go up and rear an 
sitar to Yahweh on the threshing-floor of Araona the Jebusitc; ** 
and David went op at Gad's bidding, as Yahweh had com¬ 
manded. When Araona, *who was busy threshing wheal?, 
looked out and saw the kii^ and his courtier* advancing towards 
him, be came oat and prostrated himself befo r e the ktng,and 
asked, 44 For what purpose does your Majesty pay this visit to 
Ids servant f ** 44 1 am come,** said David, 44 to buy the 


threshing-floor from you, in order to build an altar to Yahweh, 
so-that die plague may be averted from the people.** Aratuta 
said to David, 44 My lord the king may take and offer up in 
sacrifice whatever he phases 1 . Here are the oxen for a burnt- 
offering; thethrehing-drags and ox-harness for wood. All 
these *yoor Majesty** servants presents to the king. -May 
Yahweh,” he said, 44 be gracious to yon!” But the king 


answered Araona, 44 By no means! I will certainty boy it 
from yon at its proper price. I would not bring to Yahweh my' 
God bunt-offerings that cost me mothing! ** So David bought 
the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty silver crowns.* 

Then David bmk an altar there to Yahweh, and offered 


burnt-offerings and peace-offerings. And Yahweh yielded to 
entreaty on bfchalf of the land, and the plague was warded off 
from land. 


(3) Soao Exploits of Davifs Wanton (xxi. 15-22). 

The Philistines were again at war with land; and David 


1 — 1 Tv. 16 and 17 tnupottd. 
t Ch z. ni. qo. 

MT "Arsons." 

♦ “ Shekels "; 50 ibcfcali would be the equivalent «l nearly £7 as bullion. 
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went down with his men, ’and encamped in Gob 1 * As they 
were fighting the Philistine* there, a Dod a , a descendant of the 
giants, who had a spear weighing 13 lbs, in bronze, and was girt 
with a new ***(?% “attacked Davids and thought to kOLhim. 
But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came tohis rescue, and smote the 
Philistine dead. At that time David’s followers made an oith 
and said 0 “ Yon shall not henceforth go with ns into 

battle, lest yon extinguish the lamp of IsraeL” 

After this there was another battle with the Philistines in 
Gob; when Sibbechai the Hushathite dew Saph, another of 
the descendants of the giants. 

At another battle with the Philistines in Gob, Blhanan the 
son of JairS 0 % the Bethkhemite, dew Goliath of Gath, 

who had a spear-shaft like a weaver’s beam. 

Again there was a battle in Gath, where a ♦very talH man 
who had six fingers on each hand, and six toes on each foot, 
four and twenty in all—he'too was a descendant of the giants— 
flouted Israel, and was slain by Jonathan the son of David’s 
brother Shixnei. 

All these four belonged to the race of the giants in Gath, 
and fell by the hands of David and his men. 

+ 

(4) A List of Davids Hones (xxiu. 8-12 ; 176-39; 13-17*). 

The fallowing are the names of David’s heroes; 

5 lshbaal the Hachzhonite 3 , the chief of the ^Huee® He 
7 gwnng his spear 7 over 800 slain men at one time. Next to him 
of the- -Three heroes came Eleazar the son of Dodi 0 * the 

Ahohite: *he was 8 with David ♦in Pasdammiin when 8 die 

Philistines were gathered there for battle. When the men of 

* 

I—a Representing (he senseless “and Itbbj Benob N of the next venei 

3 —* The words 41 Dod attacked ” in place of 11 David was weary " of 
MT, o mi tt in g “ Ishbi Benob.” 

J So 1 Chr. xx. 5. 

* 1 Cbr. xx. 6. 

A reading based on t Chr. n. 11, Luc, etc 

8 — 6 Luc. 

7 —7 1 Chr. xi. 11. [The phrase probably means “ikw."—E d.] 

. ♦t 8 « CKt. xi. 13. 
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land fell back, he stood h» ground and slashed away at the 

Philistine* till bis arm was weary, and his hand was glued to Ida 
■word5'and Yahweh wrought a gnat victory that day. The 
teat of the people turned and'followed him ooty to plunder— 
Alter him came Shairnnah, the Km of Ebb* the Hanrite: the 
Fhilbtines wen aaenMed °at Lehi°, and these there was a 
plot of ground foil of lentils. When the people fled before the 
PinUttinevhe took his atand m the middle of the plot and 
defended it, and defeated the Philistines. Thus Yahweh 
wroug h t a great victory.—^These are the exploits of the Tluee • 
heroes* 

Of the sThiny* Abuhai, Josh's brother, the son of Zeruiah, 
was chief: he swnng his spear over 300 skin men, and was the 
moat famous of the ^Thirty 3 . Above the ‘Thirty 0 he was 
honoured, and became their captain, but the level of the Thgee - 
he did not reach. Benaieh,the son of Jehoiada, 0 abrave^nun, 
with many exploits to his credit, came from Kabzeel; he slew 
the two 4 sons of* Arid °of° Moab; and also went down into a 
cistern and killed a Eon on a snowy day. He further dew a 
tall 3 Egyptian who was armed with a spear; going at him with 
a stick, he wrenched the_ spear from the Egyptian's hand, and 
killed him with his own spear. Such were the deeds of Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada; he was famous among the "Thirty 0 heroes. 
Above the Thirty he was honoured, but to the levd of the Three 
he did not reach ; and David put him at the head of his 
bodyguard. 

To the Thirty belonged further: Asahcl the brother' of 
Joab; EDianan the son of Dodo of Bethelehem; Shammah from 
Harod; ^Elijah from Harod 6 ; Helez from °Beth°-Pelet; 
In the son of Ittesh from Tekoa; Abiezer from Anathoth; 
Sibbechai* horn Hnsfaah; Zahnon from Ahoah; Mahrai from 
Netophah; *Heled s the son. of Baanah from Netophah; 

1 Lac; MT "Age.” 

* fa 13-171 ut traaifened to the ead oi the liit. 

w So Syr. end MSS. 

Inserted with LXX. 

3 1 Chr. n. 23. 

® * Omitted in LXX, Syr* and t Chnm. xL 37. 

7 j Chian. iL 19. 
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Ittmi the ion of Kihai from Gibeah of‘Benjamin; Bcnaiabo 
from PSiatbon; Ifiddai from the. Gaaah j Abibaal 1 

from Beth-Arba; Azmaveth from Bahnrim ; Eljahba from 
ShaiKttm ; *]**«» fltmtH* jmtflmi °^i»* «m flPfflunmuh 

from Hanr; Ahum the Km of .Shanr from Harar; E&phelet 
the son of ... (?) .from Bcth-Maachah; EKam the urn of 
Ahithophel from Gib; Hezro from Carmel; Paani from Arab ; 
tk mn of Ndua from.2p)ali} Bui Gadite; 
the Ammonite; Naharai from Beeroth, the aimour- 
bearer of Joab the aon of ZeraUh; Ira from ®Jattir 0 ; Gareb 
from •Jattir 9 ; Uriah the Hittite;—in all thirty-seven. 

Once when David waa in the "fastness* of Adnihus, and a 
company of Philistines were encamped in the plain of Rephaim, 
"three® of the Thirty went down ° * and came to David 

♦at the rock*. David was then in the fastness, and a Fhiliatine 
garrison waa at the same time in Bethlehem; David waa seized 
with a longing which he uttered in the ay, “ O for a draught 
from the well of Bethlehem by the dty gate I ” Hearing this 
the three heroes broke through the camp of the Philistines, 
drew water from the well at the gate of Bethlehem, and 
brought fr to David. "But he refused to drink it; and pouring 
it out as a libation to Yahweh, he said, “ God forbid that I 
should do such a thing 1 It is the Mood of men trim have gone 
at the risk of their lives—shall I drink that ! ”—and would not 
drink it. 


(5X Last Words of David (xxui. 1-7). 
Throe are David’* last words: 


Oracle of David, Jesse’s son, 

Oracle of one who was raised on high,' 
Hie anointed of Jacob's God, 

The idol of Israel’s songs 1 


* MT **Abi-Aibon"j 1 Chr.a.3areads “Aide!”; originallyprobably 
Abibaal. 

Emended from 1 Chx. iL 34 and Luc* 

* 1 Chr. zi. 38 reads “ Joel.’* 

*"”* So 1 Chr. zi. 15 end Loc. * MT ai|ht be m to rod so 0 to read 
*' at the beginning of harvest. ” 

Sjo 


- V Yshmeh'i spirit speaks in me, 

• Hb word is onmy tongue. 

The God of Jacob 1 aid to me, 

The Bock of Brad spate: 

41 Who rules o’er men in righteousness— 

Who rales in godly far— 

Is like morning light at sunrise— 

Like chadless mom, that after nun 
'Brings verdure forth* from the earth.” 

Yea, stands not so my home with God ? 

A lasting covenant he made with roe. 

Ordered in all ways and sore. 

Yea, all my weal and all °my® Joy, 

Shall he not make to flourish f 

But reprobates—like wind-driven thorns me they all! 

They are not to be grasped with the hand. 

Who touches them, with iron and spear-shaft armed 

roust be: 

The fire must wholly consume them! ° 9 

h 

(6) A Psaht attributed to David (nxi.^Pa. xviii.). 

These are the words of David’s tong to Yahweh, on the day 
when Yahweh had delivered him from the hand of all hu 
enemies, and from the hand of Saul: 

°I love thee, O Yahweh, my strength 0 — 

Yahweh, my rock and my fastness, 3 3 

My God, my Rock where I hide me. 

My shield, my hem of salvation! 

[My fortress °and refuge, my deliverer from violence 0 .] 

** All praise be to Yahweh! ” I cry ; 

From my enemies I am delivered. 

* So Old Lada Version; MT " line!." 

*”“* Emended text$ MT “through bngbtaewyoanggnu*(spnnp)" (f). 
W A phraac omitted. 

Addition!. nmiirimn aod <ba|M in accordance with the test of 
Pfc ami* 
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For bsDowa of death doted ofar me, 

Streaxm of perdition maid ow; 

Cords of the underworld bound me, 

Death’s snares encompassed tty feet; 

In my anguish I called upon Yahweh; 

"Loud® to my God did I "cry*; 

And he heard in his temple iujp voice. 

My bud cry ®entered" his ears. 

H ■ 

H 

Then shook and tremblfid the earth, 

The pilkn of heaven, did quake. 

And reeled because of his wrath: 

Smoke went up from his nostrils, 

Devouring fire from his month j 
Fire-coals burned fiercely before him. 

And he bent the heavens and cams down, 

With dark deeds under his feet. 

He rode on a cherub and flew. 

And "swooped down" on the wings of the wind; 

Made darkness a "covert® around him, 

"Dark® waters, and Hhickneas 1 -of clouds. . 

From rise brightness before him "brake forth® 
"Lightning and® fiery coals. 

. ■* i 

Frqin. heaven did Yahweh thunder, 

And the Highest uttered his voice; 

Sait arrows and scattered *my foes 4 , 

Shot lightnings, and routed "them all." 

Then Ooean'a bed was laid bare. 

Uncovered the pillars of-earth: 

At "thy® rebuke, O Yahweh, 

At the blast of "thy" nostrils* breath. 


Fi mu 


SU^rt emendation. 

MT “them.” 

Additions, -omuriona and changes in accordance with, die teat of 




He seat from on high tod took me, 

Drew me from vatera. many: 

Saved me from enemies fierce. 

From, foes too strong for me. 

In my day of distress they assailed me; 

But in Yahweh I found a stay: 

He brought me out into freedom— 

Loosed me, because of his love. 

Yahweh requites me after my right, 

Rewards me after my innocence; 

For Yahweh’s ways I have kept, 

Not wickedly strayed from my God; 

Yea, all his laws were before me. 

His decrees I °J>ut not aside 0 . 

Thus was I- blameless before him. 

And kept myself free from sin; 

So Yahweh has dealt with me after my right. 

And my iimniww plain to his eyes. 

* 

With the good man dura shew’st thyBelf good, 

With the upright shew’st thyself upright; 

With the pure thou shew’st thyself pure; - 
But against the perverted perverse. 

Yea, thorn helpest afflicted souls. 

But humblest °the eyes of pride 9 . 

For thou ait my lamp, O Yahweh, 

*My God 1 who lightens my gloom ; 

Through thee I *hroak through a fence*, 

Through my God I leap over a wall. 

The God—whose way is unerring! 

Faultless is Yahweh’s word! 

A shield is he to all 
Who flee for refuge to him. 

1 So many MSS ; MT ** Yahweh.” 

* MT "xitn on a troop." 

0 Additions, o mi i ric m and change* in accordance with the text of 
*** 

XVUl. 


For who ii a God me Yahweh, 

And who a Rock but oar God ►-* 

The God who "girds me with" might, 

And straightens oat “my* way. 

Who lends me the feet of the hind, 

And sets me on * * lofty heights. 

Who trains my hands for war— 

My arms to bend the bow 1 * 1 

Thou gav*st me the shield of thy help; 

Thy "condescension* makes me great. 

Hum extendett the stride of my feet. 

And my ankle-joints (fid not give way! 

I pursue and "o’ertake* my foes; 

And turn not back till they^e slain : 

0 I smite them: they "cannot" arise. 

They rink ov er powered at my feet. 

Yea, with strength far the fight thou dost gird me; 

Subduest before me my foes: 

My enemies thou tamest to flight; 

My haters by thee axe consumed. - 
They "cried"—there wu none to deliver { 

To Yahweh—he answered them not! 

So I crushed them file dust of. the highway 4 — 
Ground them down like mire on the streets 

Thou hast saved me in strife with the heathen, 

Of nations thou "makest" me head; 

A people I know not shall serve, me. 

Strangers come cringing before me,— 

At hearsay obey my command. 

Yea, strangers sbring me their gifb?, 

And “trembling come forth® from their holds. 


1 Lac; MT+'*of brut." 

* Emendation; MT 

3 — 3 Emendation; MT “ fade away*' 

“ 0 Additions, amiutom and chanaei in accordance with the test of 
ha xnu. 
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Yahweh, the Bring Obel Kelt be my Rode! 

Trailed be the God 0 * of my help! 

The God who grants me revenge. 

And brings peoples under my sway; 

Who •saves® me from ^wrathful® foes. 

Exalts me above my rivals. 

From violent men sets me free. 

* 

Therefore I praise thee, Yahweh! 

’Mong the heathen I sing to thy name; 
Who *to wondrousfy 0 hdpeth his king, 

And crown s his anointed with favour: 
David and hit seed for ever! 


Addition*, oariwim mtd dw ngei ia accordance with the teat of 
_ * ** 

Pi. mo. 
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